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STRUGGLING WITH DIABETES?
We have answers

Diabetes and 
Endocrinology Center

CALL 706.278.1622  
Hamilton Diabetes & Endocrinology Center Inside Hamilton Physician GroupCatoosa Campus

Next to Zaxby’s off of Alabama Hwy in 
Ringgold

c o n v e n i e n t  A p p o i n t m e n t s  ava i l a b l e .            

A s k  yo u r  p r i m a r y  c a r e  p r o v i d e r                                                         

706.272.4127Physician Group

t o  s c h e d u l e  yo u r  c o l o n o s c o p y.

By Jasmine Rothman
Correspondent

On average, five to ten meth-related 
arrests take place each week in Walker 
County.

“It’s really supply and demand. 
Meth is easy to access and this drug 
is everywhere,” said Patrick Doyle, 
commander of the Lookout Moun-
tain Judicial Drug Task Force, which 
serves Walker, Catoosa, Chattooga 
and Dade counties.

Three years ago meth sold for about 
$1,500 an ounce. Today it sells for 
$250, Doyle said.

Understanding meth

In convenience stores everywhere, 
people have begun to find their IDs 
being checked when they purchase 
cold medicine such as Sudafed, and 
many are questioning why.

Perhaps the answer can be found at 
the bottom of a glass pipe. Metham-
phetamine, sometimes shortened sim-
ply to “meth,” is commonly manufac-
tured in illegal and hidden laboratories, 

‘Meth is everywhere’

Sequoyah: 
giver of 

language

Lacey Wilson: woman of influence

By Dee D. Decker
DDecker@walkermessenger.com

    When most of us hear the 
word Sequoyah today, we think 
of the huge, tall trees on the 
West Coast. However, as we 
observe November as National 
Native American Heritage 
Month, we learn that these 
great trees were named to 
honor a poor, crippled, unedu-
cated and ridiculed half-breed 
Cherokee Indian who over-
came insurmountable odds to 
bring a gift to his people that 
was so great that it is unrivaled 
in all human history.

Sequoyah invented the Cher-
okee’s written alphabet, con-
densing their spoken language 
into 86 symbols, each repre-
senting a unique sound or 
syllable of Cherokee speech 
— the only known case when 
an illiterate person invented 
a written language.

As Sam Houston told 
Sequoyah, “Your invention 
of the alphabet is worth more 
to your people than two bags 
full of gold in the hands of 
every Cherokee.”

Sequoyah was born in the 
late 1760s near the Cherokee 
village of Tushkeegee on the 
Tennessee River near old Fort 
Loudoun in Tennessee. His 
mother was Cherokee and his 
father, Nathanial Gist (Guess 
or Guest) was an English fur 
trader. Sequoyah was raised 
in the old ways of the Cher-
okee and became a trapper 
and fur trader going by the 
name his father had given him, 
George Gist.

As a result of an early hunt-
ing accident, he was given the 
name Sequoyah, which means 
“pig’s foot” in Cherokee. The 
Cherokee Advocate (June 26, 
1845), however, gave the fol-
lowing explanation for his 
lameness: “He was the victim 

By Jasmine Rothman
Correspondent

Walker County’s pres-
ident of the Chamber of 
Commerce has a lively per-
sonality, diverse history, 
intense work ethic, and 
soft demeanor.

In a softly lit café in Rock 
City, Lacey Wilson sat, 
honoring her presidential 
duties with the chamber. 
The room was filled with 
familiar faces of members, 
all whom she greeted with 
the same respect one might 
give a childhood friend or 

close family member. Out-
side, the cold air bit the 
noses of those exploring 
the Enchanted Garden of 
Lights. The smell of hot 
chocolate filled the air 
as the crowd murmured, 
eager to hear from not only 
Chamber president Wil-
son, but officials from Rock 
City itself about this year’s 
features.

The Chamber of Com-
merce is in place in Walker 
County for the purpose of 
enhancing lives through 
business and tourism. 
Each year, the Chamber 

holds several fundraisers 
such as the Walker County 
Gala and Walker Rocks, 
which is an initiative to 
showcase the unique out-
door activities available in 
the county. The Chamber 
itself functions as a liaison 
and advocate between citi-
zens and small businesses 
locally. For Lacey Wilson, 
this means that she stays 
very busy.

In a laid-back setting 
such as this, it was the 
perfect opportunity to sit 
down and have a conver-
sation with Wilson.

“I suppose everyone has 
hobbies,” she said when 
asked about her free time. 
“But to be fair, I put a lot 
of time into my work. I 
try to keep a distinction 
between work and home. 
I have a two-year-old, and 
he’s really my world. Some 
weeks, it can be like a nor-
mal eight-to-five job. Other 
weeks, I have twelve events 
and barely get to see my 
office. I love every second.”

Lacey said that, when 
afforded free time, she 

By Jasmine Rothman
Correspondent

One piece of local history that is often 
overlooked sits right in the backyard of 
many citizens in LaFayette.

Established in 1838, Fort Cumming 
was a Trail of Tears Cherokee removal 
fort, named after a Methodist minister 
named David B. Cumming. Cumming 
was appointed as an itinerant circuit mis-
sionary in 1836 by the Holston (Tennes-
see) Methodist Conference. Cumming’s 
mission circuit included Georgia, and he 

requested reassignment to Arkansas in 
order to accompany the Cherokees when 
they were removed.

The fort was established by Capt. 
Samuel Farris and his group of volun-
teers, who kept a watchful eye over the 
Cherokee Indians in the fort until their 
removal. Featuring a stockade, stables, 
and possibly even military barracks, the 
fort was — put simply — a holding place 
for Cherokees rounded up in the Walker 
County area.

History of Fort Cumming: LaFayette stockade and the Cherokee
A state

 historical 
marker 

indicates the 
site of Fort 

Cumming in 
LaFayette.
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Lacey Wilson addresses the Walker County Chamber of Commerce at a luncheon in Rock City. / Jasmine Rothman

Special report

One reason methamphetamine 
is wreaking havoc on many regions 
is the highly addictive nature of 
the drug. Meth impacts the brain 
in ways other drugs don’t, mak-
ing it much easier for users to 
become addicts, and much harder 
for addicts to give up the habit.

Many meth addicts grow up using 
— and abusing — alcohol, mari-
juana, cocaine, LSD, and valium. 
But nearly all say they’ve never 
encountered anything that was as 
hard to give up as meth, who almost 
universally report a euphoric rush 
and larger-than-life feeling unlike 
any other drug they’ve ever tried.

Meth destroys mind, body

See EFFECTS, A8

See HISTORY, A9

See WILSON, A9See SEQUOYAH, A9

See EPIDEMIC, A8

Meth slowly 
destroys     
the brain,          
especially    
deteriorating 
the memory, 
emotion and 
rewards      
regions.
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