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The 35th Annual Cave 
Spring Fourth of July 
Parade will be held Sat-
urday at 9 a.m. in down-
town Cave Spring. Par-
ticipants should line up 
between 8-8:45 a.m. 
Wheeled vehicles should 
line up on Perry Farm 
Road, while walkers 
should gather at Joe 
Hill’s Lawnmower Shop 
at the Old Depot on Ala-
bama Street. Spectators 
can watch the parade 
from the Town Square 
and up Alabama Street. 
Everyone is asked to 
comply with CDC and 
social distancing guide-
lines. For more informa-
tion call 706-802-8773.

The Northwest Georgia 
Center for Independent 
Living holds a COVID-19 
Peer Support call every 
Monday at 2 p.m. via the 
Zoom website and by 
phone. For the link and 
password, or if you need 
assistance, contact Chris-
tina Holtzclaw at 628-
246-1825 or choltzclaw@
nwgacil.org.

The NWGA Center for 
Independent Living is 
offering free Personal 
Protection CARE Kits to 
people with disabilities 
who live in Northwest 
Georgia. The kits include 
three face masks, two 
disposable thermome-
ters, give pair of gloves 
and alcohol wipes. To 
request a kit and become 
a consumer, contact the 
center at 706-314-0008 
or info@nwgacil.org.

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@PolkStandardJournal.com

Change and crisis can be sparks of inspiration for 
artists, especially during current times.

So for the three months the Rockmart Cultural Arts 
Center was forced to close its doors out of an abun-
dance of caution because of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, center director Peggy Cline planned and waited 
for the time she could welcome people to the three-
story building again.

The center, located in the City of Rockmart Gov-
ernment Complex at 316 N. Piedmont Ave., officially 
reopened June 15 with a new juried art exhibit in its 
gallery and local artists ready to take advantage of 
the spaces made available to them.

“We are thrilled to be reopened,” Cline said. “It 
was hard because we had to cancel so many concerts 
and our usual theater camps — that was probably 
the hardest part. But we’re open again and ready to 
see people.”

Cline said she has been fascinated over time with 
the number of new residents to Rockmart and Polk 
County who come to the gallery asking about what 
there is to do, and she wants to continue providing 
an outlet for all residents to find something that in-
spires them at the center, whether it is performing, 
visual or literary arts.

The center’s main gallery is hosting a juried art 
show featuring works by artists from Polk County 
as well as Dunwoody, Cartersville and Marietta. Dif-
ferent mediums are also on display, from different 
painting methods to carvings to clay.

The show will culminate in a reception and awards 
ceremony on Aug. 1 from 4-7 p.m., but the exhibit 
will be on display through Aug. 6.

Meanwhile, local artists have returned to the cen-
ter and used its studio space rentals to continue their 

work, regular art classes have returned and two art 
camps are scheduled for later this month, although 
with smaller numbers to promote social distancing 
among the participants.

Paul Craighead offers a pottery class on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday, while Madelyn Stringer 
gives piano lessons on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednes-
day, and James Hill instructs a drawing and painting 
class on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday.

Summer art camps are the Magic of Art Camp from 
July 13-17 and a pottery camp July 20-24. The Mag-
ic of Art Camp lasts from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. each 

RCAC reopens with new 
exhibits and classes

Jeremy Stewart

A wedding-style dress made by local artist Kiki Alexander 
title “Eden to Ever After” greets visitors to the Rockmart 
Cultural Arts Center gallery as part of its juried art ex-
hibit, which runs through Aug. 6.

Jeremy Stewart

Rockmart artist James Hill works on reframing a painting in his rented studio space at the Rockmart Cultural 
Arts Center on Thursday, June 25. The center closed in mid-March because of concerns over the new coronavi-
rus but reopened June 15 with new hand sanitization stations and regular events.

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@PolkStandardJournal.com

Reports of a small outbreak of 
COVID-19 at a Rockmart plant 
coincided with a foreboding mile-
stone for Polk County last week as 
the new coronavirus continues to 
be a threat to high-risk age groups.

Officials with the Georgia De-
partment of Public Health con-
firmed last Thursday that they are 
investigating multiple employees 

of Tip Top Poultry 
in Rockmart who 
have tested positive 
for COVID-19.

Logan Boss, North-
west Georgia pub-
lic health district 
spokesman, said in 
an email they have 
identified nine cases 

at the chicken processing plant lo-
cated at 479 Nathan Dean Bypass.

He said they have provided man-
agement with recommendations 
on health and safety to keep oth-
er employees safe, but did not go 
into specifics.

Tip Top is one of the top em-
ployers in Polk County. The plant 
remains opened and there has 
been no indication that the virus 
was spread between employees.

Dr. Gary Voccio, health director 
for the Northwest Georgia public 
health district, has said the new 
coronavirus continues to be a fairly 
communitywide spread, meaning 
it is possible to contract it in public 
much like the flu.

The number of confirmed cases 
of COVID-19 in Polk County stood 
at an even 200 as of press time last 
Friday. The total was after an in-
crease of 22 in a week as Georgia 
closed in on 73,000 cases statewide 
since the outbreak began.

While Polk County’s total number 
of cases has continued to steadily 

Editor’s Note:

Due to The Polk County Stan-
dard Journal’s deadline, coverage 
of both Cedartown and Rockmart 
high school’s graduation will be 
published in the July 8 edition.

Photos and coverage will be post-
ed on the newspaper’s website, 
www.polkstandardjournal.com, 
as soon as possible, so please vis-
it our website for content prior to 
next week’s print edition.

Out of an abundance of caution, 
The Standard Journal office re-
mains closed to the public. Please 
contact us at the following email 
addresses so we may assist you.
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outbreak 
reported 
at Tip Top
Health officials 
investigate as Polk 
County tops 200 
confirmed cases
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More change orders and 
supplemental agreements 
for the runway extension 
project at Cornelius Moore 
Field were approved by the 
Polk County Commission 
during a special called 
meeting last Tuesday.

County Manager Matt 
Denton brought the items 
to the board with revised 
cost estimates based on 
revised pricing and the 
scope of the project, which 
began last June and is 
still in the first phase of 
a three phase plan.

The costs for the change 
orders will be funded by 
the state Department of 
Transportation and Holt 
Consulting, which is han-
dling the project. All items 
were unanimously ap-
proved by the commission.

The runway extension 
is part of an effort by the 
state of Georgia to make 
improvements to metro-
area and rural runways 
and facilities at 11 airports 
across the state. Former 
Gov. Nathan Deal came 
to Polk County in 2018 to 
sign the amended state 
budget that included much 
of the funding for the run-
way extension.

With a 5,000 foot run-
way, Cornelius Moore Field 
will be able to accommo-
date a greater number of 
aircraft, including small 
business jets.

A supplemental agree-
ment with the Georgia 
Department of Trans-
portation will fund the 

Polk County commission approves 
change orders for runway extension
The county will not have to provide 
any extra funds as part of the 
supplemental agreements for project

Jeremy Stewart

Polk County Manager Matt Denton explains the supple-
mental agreements that will move work forward on the 
extension of the runway at Cornelius Moore Field during 
a called meeting of the Polk County Commission on 
Tuesday, June 23.

Two summer art camps are planned for later this month
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