
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12, 9 A.M. EDT
ROME, FLOYD COUNTY, GA

SALE SITE: COOSA VALLEY FAIRGROUNDS, ROME, GA | DEMPSEYAUCTION.COM | 1.800.DEMPSEY

BREATHTAKING COLLECTION OF 350± FIREARMS &
5 UNBELIEVABLE PERFORMANCE SPORTSCARS

10% BUYER’S PREMIUM

Ray Dempsey

Lou Dempsey | GAL #113

Chase Tolbert
INSPECTION: All firearms and vehicles, to be auctioned, will be on site at the Fairgrounds on THURSDAY & FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10 & 11

from 10 am-6 pm for inspection. THESE ARE THE ONLY DAYS THE FIREARMS WILL BE ON SITE.

SELLING PURSUANT TO DIVORCEALL FIREARMS TO SELL ABSOLUTE

G ord on  L e e      
softball extends 
phenomenal re-
gion title streak

Sports/B1

Inside: Walker  & 
Catoosa Fall Home 
Improvement

LaFayette, Ga.

Wednesday, OctOber 9, 2019

Three sections ♦ 75 cents

ONLINE: catoosawalkernews.com

Founded in 1877 — Walker County’s oldest continuous businessVol. 130, No. 41

EMAIL: walkercountymessenger@walkermessenger.com

HOME
Improvement

October 9, 2019

Check out 
CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s 
a great place for 
you to 
post 
items of 
interest 
(such as 
upcoming events), 
discuss what’s 
happening in our 
community and in 
the news, or just 
send us a message. 
And don’t forget to 
“Like” us!

To report 
news or 

for home 
delivery, call 

706-638-1859.

© 2019 Times-Journal 
Inc.

By Mary Catherine O’Bryant
MO’Bryant@WalkerMessenger.com

The Walker County Sheriff’s Of-
fice and the GBI are investigat-
ing the death of an 8-year-old boy 
whose body was found in the woods 

near his residence in Chickamauga 
Thursday evening, Oct. 3.

The child has been identified as 
Bentley Carter Robbins of Old Grand 
Center Road in Chickamauga.

According to Sheriff Steve Wilson, 
Robbins reportedly became quite 

ill and nauseated while at Chatta-
nooga Valley Elementary School 
the morning of Oct. 3.

Shortly after arriving at school 
that day, he was dismissed from 
school at 10 a.m.

The body was discovered by the 
mother’s boyfriend and the maternal 
grandmother on Thursday at around 
8 p.m. in the 100 block of Old Grand 
Center Road. The body was located 
in a wooded area approximately 50 
yards from the residence.

Wilson said a 911 call was made 
by a female after the discovery of 
the body. 

The GBI Crime Lab Mobile Unit 
worked the scene until Friday morning, 

Boy’s body found in woods

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Healthy Foundations, the 
nonprofit group that was 
seeking a zoning change — 
from agricultural to special 
use — for a piece of Catoosa 
County property it was in-
terested in as a location for 
a substance abuse rehabili-
tation center, withdrew its 
application on Sept. 19, be-
fore it even reached the zon-
ing board hearing stage of 
the process.

“Some people think we 
did it because of the town 
hall meetings we held,” says 
Healthy Foun-
dations co-
founder De-
Laine Hunter, 
“but that was 
not the case. 
A handful of 
people were 
upset at those 
meetings, but 
most people 
have been supportive.”

Hunter says the decision 
to withdraw the zoning re-
quest resulted from some 
confusion about a state law 
that would have dragged out 
the rezoning process. She 
said there was also a prob-
lem with an easement the 
group would need.

An applicable segment 
of Georgia code states that 
a substance abuse facility 
that is residential in nature 
must hold a public hearing 
and run a notice in the lo-
cal newspaper at least six 
months before the rezoning 
issue is heard by the county 
Board of Commissioners. 
“We were unaware of that 
requirement,” says Hunt-
er, “and had to decide if we 
should move forward from 
there and be at a standstill 
for six months or if we should 
use that time to take a clos-
er look at all our options.”

Hunter says that Healthy 
Foundations is far more than 

By Adam Cook
ACook@CatoosaNews.com

Two people are dead following a 
domestic dispute that culminated in 
a murder-suicide Tuesday night, Oct. 
1, on Clara Lee Drive in Rossville, po-
lice say.

According to Catoosa County Sheriff 
Gary Sisk, the incident stemmed from 

a history of domestic is-
sues between 51-year old 
Sharon Kathleen “Kitty” 
Kell and 51-year-old Da-
vid Bryan White, which 
led to White fatally shoot-
ing Kell in her driveway 
before turning the gun 
on himself.

Sisk said Wednesday 
afternoon (Oct. 2) that the couple’s 
turbulent history included protective 
orders from the court system and that 
White had been out of jail on bond.

“The victim and offender had a his-
tory of domestic issues with three court 
orders of protection dating back to at 
least September 2018,” Sisk said.

Kell first filed for a protective order 
against White a year ago on Sept. 20, 
2018, but filed for dismissal of the or-
der less than a month later.

The second order lasted from Jan. 
7 until Feb. 6 this year, and the most 
recent one was filed Aug. 27. White 
was arrested on warrants for terroris-
tic threats and second-degree damage 

to property on Sept. 9, but was sub-
sequently released from jail on bond 
the same day.

After being out of jail for the past 23 
days, White wound up taking Kell’s life 
and then his own.

According to the incident report, 
Cpl. Coby Cunningham and a deputy 
in training were dispatched to Kell’s 
residence at 191 Clara Lee Drive just 
before 5 p.m. Tuesday afternoon due 
to a TPO (Temporary Protective Or-
der) violation with dispatch advising 
that the offender possibly had a gun.

As the patrol car approached the 
residence, Cpl. Cunningham says he 
saw White standing over Kell in the 
driveway firing his gun at her body, 
reports show.

Shortly thereafter, backup officers 
arrived and ultimately found both the 
victim and the shooter dead.

“Additional officers arrived and ap-
proached the victim and found a female 
and male lying in the driveway deceased 
with gunshot wounds to their heads,” 
Cpl. Cunningham stated in his report.

Additional records show that White 
moved out of the couple’s residence 
in August after a fight that lead to the 
aforementioned third TPO.

During that Aug. 26 incident, wit-
nesses at the home told deputies White 
destroyed property in the home while 
intoxicated and made threats to kill Kell.

MURDER-SUICIDE
Sheriff says the incident stemmed from a history of domestic issues.

Property 
still an 
option 
for rehab 
center

Investigators say 8-year-old found dead 
in Chickamauga was sent home from 
school due to illness. 

LATEST DETAILS

For the latest details in this 

developing story, check back 

with us on our website at 

catoosawalkernews.com.

Gary Sisk

TURBULENT HISTORY

According to the Catoosa County 

Sheriff’s Office, the couple’s 

turbulent history included three 

orders of protective filed by the 

victim, Sharon Kathleen “Kitty” 

Kell. The latest was served on Sept. 

8. Here are the past incidents:

 ♦ Sept. 20, 2018 – Filed 

for family violence ex parte 

protective order

 ♦ Sept. 21, 2018 – Ex parte 

order served

 ♦ Oct. 17, 2018 – Filed for 

dismissal of ex parte order and 

dismissed

 ♦ Jan. 5, 2019 – Family violence 

report

 ♦ Jan. 7, 2019 – Filed for 

family violence protective order

 ♦ Feb. 6, 2019 – Filed for 

dismissal of ex parte order and 

dismissed

 ♦ Aug. 26, 2019 – Family 

violence report

 ♦ Aug. 27, 2019 – Filed for 

family violence protective order

 ♦ Aug. 27, 2019 – Warrants 

obtained for terroristic threats, 

criminal damage to property

 ♦ Sept. 8, 2019 – Arrested for 

warrants and served ex parte

 ♦ Sept. 8, 2019 – Bonded out 

of jail

 ♦ Oct. 1, 2019 – Murder-suicide

Contributed

Left: Fifty-one-year-old Sharon Kathleen “Kitty” Kell was murdered Tuesday evening, Oct. 1, in Rossville during an act 
of domestic violence. Right: David Bryan White, 51, of Rossville fatally shot Sharon Kathleen Kell, police say, Tuesday 
evening, Oct. 1 before turning the gun on himself in a murder-suicide incident.

DeLaine 
Hunter
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