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of Events

The annual Thanksgiv-
ing meal in Rockmart at 
the Nathan Dean Com-
munity Center provided by 
the Stocks Family is com-
ing up on Saturday, Nov. 
16 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The meal is offered up for 
free, and will include live 
entertainment throughout 
the midday event from In-
spirational Voices, Men’s 
Passing Through, Marvin 
Williams, Sharon Whatley, 
Apostle Trixie Morgan, and 
more. Those in need will also 
be able to take home food 
baskets, clothes, coats and 
blankets. Toys for children 
in attendance will also be 
given out during the meal. 
God’s Loving Angels will be 
assisting with the annual 
event. T-shirts will be on 
sale for $12; contact Flo-
reace Stocks at 678-719-
1981 for more informa-
tion on how to purchase, 
or how to help put on the 
annual feast.

By Doug Walker
DWalker@polkstandardjournal.com

Floyd Health System, the parent cor-
poration of Floyd Polk Medical Cen-
ter, and North Carolina-based Atrium 
Health announced plans to merge, but 
the deal may take up to a year before 
completion.

In a called meeting early last week, 
Floyd’s board approved the agreement 

— termed a “strategic combination” 
— between the two hospital systems.

The approval of the letter of intent 
approved on Nov. 5 triggers a series 
of final negotiations to hammer out 
details in one of the largest business 
deals ever in Floyd County.

The entire process could take up to 
a year before it is completed, said FMC 

FMC to merge with Atrium

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

An admitted leader within the 
Aryan Brotherhood will have to 

serve a full prison 
term after his proba-
tion was revoked on 
new charges he was 
involved in a con-
traband smuggling 
scheme at the Polk 
County Jail.

Ronald “Ronnie” 
Paul Jr., 25, who was 
charged in September 
for his involvement in 
a contraband smug-

gling scheme, went before Judge 
Mark Murphy the Tallapoosa Cir-
cuit Superior Court in a probation 
revocation hearing on Tuesday, 
Nov. 5. During the hearing, much 
of the evidence against him in the 
conspiracy case unearthed by Polk 
County Sheriff’s deputies follow-
ing an August discovery of drugs 
and tobacco.

Assistant District Attorney Jaeson 
Smith said he brought state gang 
experts into the courtroom and 
also presented Paul’s own voice on 
phone recordings made at the jail 
where he admitted his leadership 
role as a lieutenant in the Aryan 
Brotherhood as just some of the 
evidence in a wider jail smuggling 
conspiracy. Charges in the case in 
September were filed against David 
Crider, along with family members 
and friends including Crystal Bruce, 
Yvonne Paul, Elaine Van Camp for 
their involvement in smuggling con-
traband during an August incident 
involving a juvenile leaving contra-
band near dumpsters where inmates 
had access to the items. Two more 
ended up being charged in the case 
for a total of six overall.

Smith said that through deputies 
in the Sheriff’s Office Gang Investi-
gation Unit spending hours going 
through recordings of phone calls 
between Paul and others, they were 
able to determine that he was the 
head of the smuggling operation, 
and also his leadership role in the 
Aryan Brotherhood.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

People in Polk County know Chris 
Culver for his exterminating busi-
ness and his service on the Board 
of Education.

Yet back in the late 1990’s when 
he was getting ready to finish his 
college education and begin down 
a path that would take him from 
student teaching in the classroom, 

life took him in an unexpected 
direction. He went from a West 
Georgia student to a young man 
focused on his career.

His time as a student came full 
circle in the past 18 months after 
Culver decided it was finally time to 
finish his education. Culver stood 
up during the November Board 
of Education work session to an-
nounce his degree is finished and 
to present his parents Bob and Joy 

with a long overdue diploma.
Though the workload wasn’t easy 

between running a business, family 
life, his service on the board and 
almost daily assignments to write, 
Culver said he enjoyed his time as a 
student again. He even got to study 
up on the origins of Polk County 
and gain a greater connection for 
his hometown.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjourn-

al.com

The returns came back 
fast in Polk County for 
municipal elections that 
saw a new commission-
er, new mayor and new 
council member ahead 
for Cedartown, Rockmart 
and Aragon.

With less than 1,000 bal-
lots cast in 2019 munici-
pal elections, voters chose 
Cedartown’s Sam Branch 
to take over a seat on the 
Commission, Sherman Ross 
to serve as Mayor of Rock-
mart, and Buddy Tanner 
to serve on the Aragon City 
Council. Council member 
Judd Fee also retained his 
seat in a four-candidate 

race for two seats.
Branch with 164 votes 

won over Randell Brazier 
with 80 votes for the seat 
formerly held by Jordan 
Hubbard. Branch will be 
sworn in and take over the 
remaining time on the seat 
during the November Ce-
dartown City Commission 
meeting.

“I’m very excited about 
the future and what I think 
we’ll be able to do as a City 
Commission. It’s already 
a great board, and I’m ex-
tremely honored to have the 
opportunity to be a part of 

that board,” Branch said. 
“I just want to take the 
time to thank the citizens 
of Cedartown for trust-
ing in me... This is one of 
the greatest little cities in 
Georgia, and we’re going 
to keep it that way.”

Branch said one of his 
first priorities will be to 
work with recreation and 
youth after hearing from 
Cedartown Youth Base-
ball representatives at the 
city’s recent work session 
on Nov. 4.

Branch, Ross, Fee and Tanner are 
winners in the municipal elections

Gang leader 
going back 
to prison 

Kevin Myrick

Board member Chris Culver gave his father Bob and mom Joy a hug during a special presentation during the 
Board of Education’s November work session, where he also handed over his long overdue diploma from Lib-
erty University to his parents.

Atrium Health Executive 
Vice President Carol Lovin 
as well as (from left) 
Denise Downer McKinney 
and Rhonda Wallace, 
both members of the 
Hospital Authority of Floyd 
County, and FMC 
attorney Tommy Manning 
speak following a meeting 
Tuesday where FMC 
officials signed a letter of 
intent to effectively 
combine with the Atrium 
system.

♦
Doug Walker See CALENDAR, A12

Will serve 16 more 
years after smuggling 
conspiracy unveiled 
in September

Ronald Paul 

Jr.

Inspiration and 
expectation

Culver celebrates parents, 
teacher’s example as he 
finishes college degree 
two decades later

Aragon elects council members, 
Rockmart a mayor and Cedartown 
a new commissioner on 2019 ballot

Floyd County will be freed from backing 
over $120 million in hospital bonds.

See GANG, A3 See VOTE, A5

See CULVER, A6

See FMC, A15


