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Young 
Artists

By Madison Stacy, a junior 
at Gordon Central 

By Anayeli Seguri, a senior 
at Gordon Central

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork 

can be emailed to Managing Editor 

Daniel Bell at DBell@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter 

them. Also, be sure to include the 

name of the student, their grade 

and the school they attend.

More details on murder

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Dwight Juliuse Jones, the man arrested by the 
Gordon County Sheriff’s Office and charged with 
the murder of his estranged wife, Krystal Jones, on 
Sept. 12 had previously been arrested in a domestic 

violence situation and was wanted 
in relation to an event that occurred 
hours before, according to reports 
acquired by the Calhoun Times.

According to GSCO records, Dwight 
Jones, 39, of 558 Mt. Zion Road, 
Resaca, was arrested by the Gordon 
County Sheriff’s Office and charged 
with murder, two counts of aggravat-
ed assault against law enforcement, 
criminal damage to property, disor-
derly conduct and violation of bond after the inci-
dent last week that included a shootout with police.

Chief Deputy Robert Paris said Tuesday that 
Jones remained in jail with no bond.

He had also been arrested on Sept. 2 and 
charged with criminal trespass, and according 
to reports, he was wanted again for criminal 
damage to a vehicle and potential domestic vi-
olence from an incident on Sept. 11.

Just after midnight on Sept. 12, the day of the 
shooting, four deputies were sent to the residence 
after a third party called 911 saying they heard 
a woman screaming, “He’s going to kill me.”

 ♦ According to GCSO reports, the man 
charged with murdering his wife was 
out on bond and had tried to attack the 
victim hours before.

New 
Foundations 
gets a 
$30,000 
grant

 ♦ The money will allow 
the organization to help 
local veterans with home 
improvements. 

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

New Foundations Develop-
ment Inc. received a $30,000 
grant from a joint effort with 
the Home Depot Foundation 
and the Housing Assistance 
Council recently to help two lo-
cal, low income military fami-
lies with home improvements, 
but Program Manager Carol 
Hatch said the organization 
still needs more funding.

“We’ve got quite a long wait-
ing list,” Hatch said, noting 
that one family had already 
been selected to benefit from 
this grant, and a second one 
would be picked soon. “We are 
thankful, but we need more.”

New Foundations is a non-
profit created by the Calhoun 
Housing Authority that has been 
serving veterans with home 
rehabilitation since 2013 with 
the help of NorthSide Bank and 
North Georgia National Bank.

“We are seeking funding from 
other sources so that we can 
keep our veteran families living 
in safe and affordable housing,” 
said Gail Brown, executive di-
rector of the Calhoun Housing 
Authority.

To date, New Foundations 
has rehabbed more than 200 
homes, most of those belong-
ing to veterans. The group does 
a little bit of everything, from 
roof repairs and plumbing to 
replacing windows and doors 
and even helping make homes 
more handicap accessible.

Hatch said New Foundations 
used to benefit from a Federal 
Home Loan Bank of Atlanta 
program, but that company 
made cutbacks recently that 
eliminated the help the local 
organization was receiving. 
That had been the group’s main 
source of funding, so now they 
are busy applying for grants 
from other sources and seek-
ing donations.

By Kelcey Caulder
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

Local veterinarian Jodi Sexton 
never expected to find herself in 
front of the camera. 

A self-described introvert who 
doesn’t even like getting her pic-
ture taken most days, Sexton said 
the opportunity to appear on screen 
in a new Netflix documentary series 
was unexpected — especially given 

that she usually works with animals, 
rather than people.

Based on a New York Times Mag-
azine column of the same name 
written by Dr. Lisa Sanders, “Di-
agnosis” crowdsources diagnoses 
for mysteries and rare medical con-
ditions in humans in the hopes of 
finding solutions and treatment 
options.

“I’ve always been the most ob-
noxious person when anyone is 

in the hospital because I’m right 
there, micromanaging and asking 
questions of the people doctors. My 
family laughs because I say things 
like, ‘Well, if you were a poodle, it 
might be this,’ but that’s really what 
got me on the show,” said Sexton, 
who owned Calhoun’s Best Friends 
Animal Hospital for 20 years before 
selling the practice in 2016.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Calhoun Police Chief Tony 
Pyle said he fears it’s only 
a matter of time before the 
fentanyl overdose epidem-
ic that is plaguing much of 
the United States makes 
its way to Calhoun.

“I hope I’m wrong, but I 
think we’ll start seeing it,” 
Pyle said Wednesday during 
the Gordon County Chamber 
of Commerce’s Lunch and 
Learn event, the theme of 
which was Educating Work-
force on Drug Addiction. “It’s 
going to be everywhere.”

The police chief pointed 
out that the number of the 
number of drug overdose 
deaths in the country has 
risen steadily and that the 

number of deaths in 2017 
— 70,237, according to De-
partment of Health and Hu-
man Services — would be 

enough to wipe out the entire 
population of Calhoun and 
Gordon County combined.

Pyle said drug dealers use 

fentanyl, which is a synthet-
ic opioid pain reliever, to 
cut their supplies of other, 
more common drugs like 
heroin, cocaine and meth-
amphetamine. The problem 
is, he said, that users don’t 
know the highly addictive 
and dangerous fentanyl is 
in their drugs, so it becomes 
easy for users to overdose.

He said about 65 percent 
of overdoses in the U.S. 
were related to opioid use 
and, while that hasn’t been 
a problem in Calhoun or 
Gordon County yet, he be-
lieves it will be eventually.

“It’s a supply and de-
mand issue,” he said, “and 
it’s a higher profit for drug 
dealers.”

‘Diagnosis’

Vet appears in Netflix documentary

Lunch & Learn speakers address drug issues

Kelcey Caulder 

Jodi Sexton never expected to be on camera. Now, she’s in a new Netflix documentary series, “Diagnosis.”

Daniel Bell

Ansley Silvers (from right), director of addictive disease at High-
land Rivers Health, speak during the Gordon County Chamber 
of Commerce’s Lunch and Learn Event, while AdventHealth 
Gordon’s Director of Community and Physician Outreach 
Tracy Farriba and Calhoun Police Chief Tony Pyle listen.

Dwight 
Juliuse 
Jones
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