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The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our 

Young Artists section� Pictures of 

artwork can be emailed to Manag-

ing Editor Spencer Lahr at SLahr@

CalhounTimes�com� Please keep 

photos in their original format and 

do not alter them� Also, be sure to 

include the name of student, their 

grade and the school they attend� 

Young  
Artists

Buying her holiday gift is as easy as

One... two... three!
For the gift that’s easy on you and perfect for her, come see us.

forumrivercenter.com • 706-291-5281 301 Tribune Street • Downtown Rome, GA

Perfectly Imperfect Antiques joins other Wall Street businesses

Officer 
shot; 

suspect 
killed

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

When David Falls’ father passed 
away in 1995, David promised he 

would take care of his mother, 
Lydia Falls, and help her with her 
new antique mall that she had only 
opened up a year earlier. 

Soon after, he moved from Chat-
tanooga to his hometown of Calhoun 
in order to keep that promise. David 
didn’t know that transition would 
eventually lead him to open his own 
estate business and an antique store 

with his future wife, Melissa Falls. 
He wasn’t interested in the busi-

ness at first, but with time, David 
found himself fascinated with prod-
ucts, their history and the process 
in which they were manufactured. 
Over the first few years David 
worked as the store manager. He 
slowly got more captivated with 
product research and took over a 

few booths to display his new col-
lections of trucks, metal toys and 
Coca-Cola antiques. 

“I needed to know what stuff was 
worth, so I started studying,” David 
said. “I studied marbles, cast iron, 
different kinds of pottery. You have to 
know just enough not to get burned.”

From staff reports

The GBI is headed to Cal-
houn to investigate an officer-
involved shooting near the BP 
gas station at the corner of Line 
Street and North Wall Street, 
where a Calhoun officer was 
shot and another returned fire 
and killed the female suspect, 
police say. 

Calhoun Police Chief Tony 
Pyle said the names of the offi-
cers and suspects involved are 
not being released at this time. 

According to Pyle: 
A Calhoun police officer 

pulled a vehicle over at the gas 
station around 3 p.m. Tuesday. 
The officer asked the driver 
for her license and proof of 
insurance, at which point one 
of the two females in the vehi-
cle pulled a handgun on the 
officer and shot him.

The bullet struck the officer 
in his protective vest and rico-
cheted into his arm for a non-
life threatening injury — he 
was taken to Hamilton Medi-
cal Center in Dalton. Another 
officer returned fire and struck 
the female with the handgun, 
killing her.

The other female in the vehi-
cle was taken into custody. 

Pyle requested the GBI to 
conduct the investigation into 
the shooting. 

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

“I think (Christmas is) more than a 
sweet story about shepherds and angels 
and a young woman named Mary,” said 
John Barber, the pastor of Calhoun First 
Baptist Church, during the presentation 
of a Christmas musical. “And I believe 
the reason this story is so well known 
and so well loved is because it’s a story 
of truth. It’s a story of love.”

Barber’s comments on the meaning 

of Christmas came after church worship 
leaders Hannah and Hollis Mathis sang a 
harmonized version of “Love Will Make 
a Bethlehem” during a performance of 
“Wonder and Glory” on Sunday. The 
musical was dubbed a “multi-genera-
tional Christmas musical,” where choirs 
of all ages sang holiday songs.

Audience consisted of church mem-
bers, community citizens and guests. 
Barber opened the night by saying every-
one was welcome at the church to cel-
ebrate the special holiday of Christmas. 

He said this time of year is one where 
everyone should be together. 

Musical Minister Lance Cole directed 
the choirs in songs that illuminated 
the history of Christmas, the birth 
of Jesus Christ and the joy that the 
season brings. The musical reflected 
the beliefs of the church, and Cole 
encouraged the audience to keep 
Jesus Christ a focal point as they cel-
ebrate Christmas. 

‘It’s a story of love’
Songs performed by multigenerational choirs 

reflect the true meaning of Christmas 

Gordon Hospital to be called AdventHealth
By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Gordon Hospital will offi-
cially take on a new name 
starting Jan. 2, when it will 
transition to AdventHealth. 
But indications of the name 
change are already appearing, 
most recently with a new sign 
being installed on the exterior 
of the hospital. 

Adventist Health System, 
which is one of the nation’s 
largest faith-based health care 
systems, owns close to 50 hos-
pital campuses and employs 
more than 80,000 employ-
ees. In the 1990s, they pur-
chased Gordon Hospital and 

have owned it since, according 
to Marketing Director Gar-
rett Nudd.

A couple years ago, the orga-
nization looked into changing 
all of their local hospitals’ indi-
vidual names to be the same 
so they would all be more uni-
fied, Nudd said. They decided 
to follow through with this idea, 
and have recently been chang-
ing Gordon Hospital signage 
to instead reflect their newly 
adopted name, AdventHealth. 

“With the name change, 
the health system will move 
to being one consumer-cen-
tric, connected and identifi-
able national system of care for 
every stage of life and health,” 

a news release from Adventist 
Health System stated. 

Other local health centers 
affected in this name change 
will include Murray Medi-
cal Center and Gordon Phy-
sicians Group, yet there will 
be no change in ownership, 
personnel or business struc-
ture as a direct result of the 
transition, according to the 
news release. 

“We are transforming to bet-
ter meet the needs of those we 
care for and the communities 
we serve,” said Terry Shaw, the 
president and CEO of Adven-
tist Health System.

 ♦ David and Melissa Falls 
explain the history behind 
their new antique store.

See ANTIQUE, A8

See MUSICAL, A7

See GORDON, A6

Gordon Hospital will officially be called AdventHealth as of 
Jan� 2� / Alexis Draut

This artwork is from Brayden 
Webb, a third-grader at Cal-
houn Elementary� 

This artwork is from Markay-
la Carroll, a 12th-grader at 
Sonoraville High School�  

Hannah and Hollis Mathis, members of the worship choir, sing “Love will make a Bethlehem” as a part of Calhoun 
First Baptist Church’s Christmas Musical on Sunday� / Alexis Draut


