
News release

Designed as a 
mountaintop haven 
for guests looking for 
weekend getaways, 
special occasions and 
weekday corporate 
events, The McLemore 
Resort Lookout 
Mountain, Curio 
Collection by Hilton 
is the result of a 
partnership between 
Chattanooga-based 
Scenic Land Company 
and Hilton .

The upper upscale 
hotel, conference 
center and spa, set to 
join Curio Collection by 
Hilton in 2020, will offer 
180 rooms and more 
than 10,000 square feet 

of conference space set 
within a more than 800-
acre mountaintop golf 
resort development.

Sitting mort than 

2,000 feet above sea 
level, guests will enjoy 
dramatic, cliffside 
views across the 
pristine McLemore 

Cove and Pigeon 
Mountain, as well 
as numerous dining 
options, a world-class 
18-hole golf course 

and relaxed outdoor 
amenities. The location 
is also set against the 
backdrop of McLemore 
Cove and its more 
than 20,000 acres of 
protected wilderness 
area.

“As Hilton continues 
to grow its upper 
upscale portfolio 
of Curio Collection 
properties, we could not 
be more enthusiastic 
about the opportunity 
that northwest Georgia 
and east Tennessee 
represent for our 
brand,” said Matt 
Wehling, senior vice 
president, development 

By Jane Koppelman
The Pew Charitable Trusts

A recently released study 
from Minnesota shows that 
a dental therapist can be a 
cost-efficient member of a 
rural dental clinic’s team, with 
average daily billings only 
slightly lower than those of 
clinic dentists. The findings 
suggest that expanded use of 
these therapists can improve 
access to oral health care — as 
envisioned by state legislation 
adopted in 2009 — while 
keeping costs down.

The study, which examines 
the use of an advanced dental 
therapist in a rural clinic, 
found that over three years, 
her average daily billing — a 
critical measure of use and 
value — was 94 percent of the 
average for the clinic dentists. 
The therapist’s significantly 
lower hourly wage, up to 
50 percent less than for a 
dentist in rural Minnesota, 
according to the state Health 
Department, then resulted 
in lower overall costs for the 
clinic team.

The case study, conducted 
by Apple Tree Dental, a 
Minnesota-based nonprofit, 

and sponsored by The Pew 
Charitable Trusts, examined 
the mix of procedures and the 

billing of the advanced dental 
therapist from 2014 through 
2016 to evaluate her impact in 

the rural practice. Research 
shows that rural Americans 
often suffer from higher 
rates of poverty and tooth 
decay than the population as 
a whole and typically must 
travel longer distances to 
reach dental providers. Those 
factors make effective delivery 
of care critically important.

Jodi Hager had been a part 
of Apple Tree Dental’s care 
team since 2004, initially as 
a dental hygienist and since 
2011 as a dental therapist. In 
2013, she was licensed as an 
advanced dental therapist. 
She provides care at the 
Madelia Center for Dental 
Health, which is housed 
in a community hospital 
that serves patients from 
Minnesota’s south-central 
rural counties.

Dental therapists, akin 
to nurse practitioners on a 
medical team, are trained to 
deliver preventive and routine 
restorative care, such as 
placing fillings and performing 
simple tooth extractions. Their 
training to provide a limited 
set of common restorative 
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A Georgia law became effective Jan. 1, 2018, allowing hygienists 

to provide screenings and cleanings under “general” supervision 

of a dentist, rather than “direct” supervision. This means safety 

net providers like Primary Health Care can hygienists into high 

risk schools without having to send the dentist. Hygienist Karen 

Irvin here is shown at  Davis Elementary School in Dade County. 

Study finds dental therapists provide 
more cost-efficient care in rural areas

Primary Health Care offers these services in Walker, Dade and Catoosa
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LaFayette updates mobile home code 
lauds Rotary for 80 years of service

Lookout Mountain resort partners 
with Curio Collection by Hilton
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By Mike O’Neal
moneal@npco.com

LaFayette’s elected 

officials dealt with concerns 

about local zoning ordinances, 

a costly but necessary sanitary 

sewer project and a progress 

report on efforts to enhance 

quality of life within the city 

limits. 

During a public hearing 

about application for a 

Georgia Environmental 

Finance Authority loan to 

replace sewers as part of a 

Spring Creek Interceptor 

project. 

GEFA is an agency that 

directs programs to conserve 

and improve Georgia’s energy, 

land and water resources. 

The $1.250,000 loan would 

pay for replacing about t4,900 

feet of decaying clay pipes  

with plastic sewer lines and 

leaking brick manhole covers 

with 17 news ones made 

of precast concrete with 

watertight lids.

This project will increase 

the system’s capacity, reduce 

the amount of rainfall and 

broken water line leakage 

into the system and will 

be necessary for future 

development in the area.

While the need to upgrade 

the sewer system was 

unchallenged, that was not the 

case concerning changes to 

the city’s zoning ordinances.

Wendy Gerloch voiced her 

opposition to changes that will 

make it unlawful to place a 

mobile home anywhere other 

than a mobile home park. 

Gerloch said she only wanted 

to replace an existing mobile 

home with a newer one.

Though they recognized 

her dilemma, the council 

agreed the change is in line 

with the PRIDE initiative 

which is aimed at making 

LaFayette a safer, more 

appealing place to live or 

operate a business. 

In a similar vein the 

council heard from Terry 

Shropshire who was 

protesting his being cited to 
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