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In the month of February

WE PAY YOUR TAX!

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

Travelers of Ga. 151 
(Alabama Highway) in 
Ringgold will soon have 
a slightly new traffic 
pattern to navigate 
for the rest of the 
year as construction 
crews begin working 
on the road’s bridges 
beginning Friday, Feb. 
16.

Last year crews 
began working on a 
nearly $35 million 
widening project for 
the road, extending 
a little more than 
two miles from U.S. 
Highway 41 to the 
Rollins Industrial Park 
at Holcomb Road.

Residents have 
been curious for the 
past few days after 
seeing flashing traffic 
signs along the route 
displaying notice of the 
pending work.

According to the 
Georgia Department 
of Transportation 
(GDOT), the new traffic 
patterns are due 
to the construction 
taking place on the 
two bridges along 

the highway — one 
that passes over 
Chickamauga Creek 
near Walgreen’s, and 
the I-75 overpass bridge 
at the 348 exit.

The change is 
supposed to take 
effect Friday, Feb. 16, 

weather permitting, 
and is expected to last 
up to a year.

“For those traveling 
south on State Route 
(SR) 151 from Hwy 
41 both north and 
southbound, traffic 
will be shifted 

approximately 10 to 12 
feet to the east in order 
to perform stage 1 
bridge construction on 
the bridge over Little 
Chickamauga Creek,” 
explained Mohamed 
Arafa, public relations 
manager for GDOT. 

“Southbound traffic 
on SR 151 will then 
shift back to the west 
side of the roadway 
near the intersection 
of Lafayette Street and 
Boynton Drive in order 
to perform the roadway 
construction work in 
the now grass median 
area.”

Arafa says the flow 
along the I-75 overpass 
bridge will also impact 
the entry and exit 
ramps for exit 348.

“Also, for traffic on 
both the south- and 
northbound lanes, the 
I-75 off-ramps will be 
shifted to the right,” 
Arafa said. “Traffic 
turning left from these 
ramps onto SR 151 
in both directions 
will be shifted to 
where the concrete 
island previously 
existed (the islands 
have already been 
removed and temporary 
asphalt installed to 
accommodate this 
shift.). Construction on 
the bridge over I-75 has 
already begun and the 
shift will extend the 

Aerial view of the I-75 overpass bridge at exit 348. (Catoosa News photo/Don Stilwell)

Above: Georgia Department of Transportation crews have digital signs along Ga. 

151 (Alabama Highway) in Ringgold announcing traffic flow changes slated to 

begin Friday, Feb. 16. (Catoosa News photo/Adam Cook) Below: Aerial view of 

bridge that passes over Chickamauga Creek. (Catoosa News photo/Don Stilwell)

Alternate traffic pattern to hit

Ga. 151 in Ringgold starting Friday

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

Georgia’s Supreme Court 

has overturned a Catoosa 

County woman’s 2004 murder 

conviction, nearly 17 years 

after her 1-year-old son 

was severely burned in a 

house fire that ultimately 
contributed to his death.

Suzette Marie Calloway, 
and her husband Christopher 

Pierre Hicks, were involved in 

the manufacturing and selling 

of methamphetamine in the 

early 2000s.

On Feb. 17, 2001, a batch 

of meth being cooked in the 

home caught fire and engulfed 

the apartment in flames. 

The couple’s son, 15-month-

old Chelton, was in his crib 
sleeping when the fire broke 
out, causing burns to the 

child’s face, scalp, arms and 
leg.

The baby’s burns covered 

30 percent of his body, and 

he underwent 10 surgeries 

to receive skin grafting. 

Doctors also had to perform 

a tracheostomy and install a 

trach tube due to the damage 

to his airway from inhaling so 
much hot air.

Baby Chelton was 

eventually placed with a 
foster care mother in Georgia 
who was trained in caring for 
medically fragile children. 
However, after a doctor 
changed his trach tube during 
a routine visit, Chelton quit 
breathing and suffered brain 
damage. The child welfare 
agency contacted Calloway 
and Hicks, and they gave their 

Georgia Supreme Court overturns Catoosa woman’s murder conviction
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