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The Kiwanis Club of Fort Oglethorpe’s Distin-
guished Service Awards luncheon will celebrate 
the event’s 12th anniversary on May 1 by rec-
ognizing Catoosa County Sheriff Gary Sisk and 
Walker County community leader Eddie Upshaw.

The Distinguished Service Award recognizes 
the outstanding career, community and civic con-
tributions made by the honorees and the positive 
impact they have on bettering our community.

Kiwanis is an international service organiza-
tion dedicated to helping change the world, one 
child and one community at a time.

“The beauty of the Distinguished Service Award 
is that we bring the community together to cel-
ebrate the honorees and recognize their accom-
plishments,” Club President Dan Nichols said. “It 
really is a feel-good event that the community, 
our club members and guests look forward to.”

Gary Sisk

Sisk was raised in the Lakeview community of 
Catoosa County. He is a graduate of Lakeview-
Fort Oglethorpe High School and attended West 
Georgia College and Georgia Northwestern.

Sisk began his emergency services career almost 
30 years ago with the Post Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, became an emergency medical technician 
and worked a full-time position with a local ambu-

lance service. In 1989 Sisk went to 
work with the Catoosa County Sher-
iff’s Office as a detention officer on 
the night shift while still working 
as an EMT during the day.

Gradually decreasing his time as 
a volunteer fireman and EMT, he 
focused more on his law enforcement 
career, working his way through 
the ranks of the Sheriff’s Depart-

ment and ran for sheriff when the sheriff at the 
time decided to retire. Sisk was elected and took 
office Jan. 1, 2013. Sisk is a POST-certified general 
instructor and founding member of the Tennessee 
Valley Regional Communication System utilized 
by all emergency services in Northwest Georgia.

Fort Oglethorpe Kiwanis announces 2019 honorees

Staff reports

For the weeks of March 
16-31, Catoosa and Walker 
County restaurants/hotels 
earned a combined ten 100 
scores. There were no failing 
restaurants/hotels in either 
county. Local elementary 
schools had a good showing, 
with each school inspected 
scoring a 100.

Catoosa County
Springhill Suites by 

Marriott
155 General Lee St., Ring-

gold
Score: 94
Inspection date: March 18
Inspector notes: Observed 

ice machine on the 3rd floor 
that was not clean at a fre-
quency to prevent build-up. 
Observed the shower in room 
307 was not cleaned after pre-
vious occupant and prior to be 
provided to the next occupant. 
Observed the floor of the 3rd-
floor hallway, as well as the 
stairwell floor between floors 3 
& 4 on the left of the hotel, and 
the floor of the guest laundry 
room was not maintained clean.

Graysville Elementary 
School

944 Graysville Rd., Ring-
gold

Score: 100
Inspection date: March 18
Chick-Fil-A
1137 Battlefield Pkwy., Ft. 

Oglethorpe
Score: 97
Inspection date: March 18
Inspector notes: Observed 

no thermometers inside of 
some of the prep and reach-in 
coolers. Coolers should have 
an accurate, working, ther-
mometer located in the warm-
est part of the cooler.

Thatcher’s BBQ
2929 Hwy 41, Ringgold
Score: 92
Inspection date: March 19
Inspector notes: Observed 

potato slicer (for fries) 
mounted on the wall, not 
being cleaned every 4 hours. 
Observed bucket of chemical 
sanitizing solution stored in 
direct contact with bottles of 
condiments and clean dishes.

Hampton Inn
6875 Battlefield Pkwy., 

Ringgold
Score: 94
Inspection date: March 19
Inspector notes: Observed 

carpet in stairwells and hall-
ways not clean. Observed sit-
ting chairs in rooms 124 and 
307 stained, deck chairs in sev-
eral rooms not in good repair, 
refrigerator in room 212 not 
clean, bench in room 212 not 
in good repair, and microwave 
in room 315 not clean.

Holiday Inn Express
38 Vining Circle, Ringgold
Score: 89
Inspection Date: March 19
Inspector notes: Observed 

build-up on the outside of the 
ice machine chute due to it 
not being cleaned at frequency 
to maintain it to be clean to 
sight or touch. Observed no 
pest control records were 
being kept on file. Observed 
the floor and wall of the 3rd-
floor housekeeping closet in 
foyer outside stairs not main-
tained in good repair. It would 
appear there is a water leak 
from the roof and water dam-
age has occurred in the closet. 
Observed HVAC filters with 
accumulation of dust in all 
HVAC units in the halls of 
floors 2 & 3. Observed food 

By Adam Cook
ACook@CatoosaNews.com

Discussion about a poten-
tial open container “enter-
tainment district” ordinance 
in Ringgold turned into an 
actual vote Monday night, 
March 25, when the major-
ity of the City Council shot 
down the idea amid pas-
sionate opposition from 
residents.

In late 2018, Councilman 
Kelly Bomar brought up the 
idea of such a district down-
town as a way to help local 
businesses and even bring 
more restaurants and busi-
nesses to town.

The open container, or 
entertainment district, would 
allow patrons to drink an 

alcoholic beverage at a res-
taurant’s outside table, or 
purchase a beverage and then 
carry it with them downtown 
as they shop or attend events.

Several members of the 
community spoke out in 
opposition against the idea, 
many of whom said they 
feared it would impact young 
people and create more crime 
in town.

“It doesn’t affect you once it 
leaves this room, but it affects 
me, my fellow pastors, and 
the fellow churches,” said 
local pastor Clyde Painter. 
“I’d like for it to be not tabled, 
but to be taken off the agenda 
completely and never brought 
up again because it’s a snake 
that’s going to rise up and 
bite.”

Resident Tony Hullen-
der concurred with Painter, 
claiming alcohol changes 
people and would impact 
those who live close to down-
town.

“I like to be in control of 
my body and I like to be 
in control of what I do at 
all times,” Hullender said. 
“Alcohol makes you do things 

you’re not supposed to do. 
I’ve seen too many lives 
ruined because of alcohol.”

Hullender also claimed it 
would be very easy for some-
one of age to purchase an 
alcoholic beverage and then 
walk out of the establishment 
and hand it off to a minor.

By Adam Cook
ACook@CatoosaNews.com

The Family Crisis Center 
of Walker, Dade, Chattooga 
& Catoosa Counties raised 
more than $22,000 on the 
evening of March 30 during 
its annual mystery dinner 
show fundraiser.

The event, which was held 
at the Walker County Civic 
Center, featured a Saturday 
Night Live-like comedy show 
with music, dancing, and lots 
of laughs.

“We had approximately 
300 people in attendance 
this year, and I think every-
one had a great time with 
all the laughter,” said Cri-
sis Center Director Kristy 
Lawson.

The event helps the Center 
raise money for the services 
it provides to local victims 
of domestic violence.

Lawson says the event 
raised $14,050 between 
table sales, sponsorships, 

and the silent auction, plus 
an additional $8,111 in in-
kind donations for a total 
tally of $22,160.

“The community really 
showed their support for 
The Family Crisis Center 

with their donations, table 
sponsorships, and atten-
dance,” Lawson said.

More than 20 commu-
nity players came together 
to perform the mystery com-
edy show, many of whom are 
elected officials, law enforce-
ment members, and educa-
tors including Walker County 
Sheriff Steve Wilson, Bruce 
Coker with the Walker County 
Sheriff’s Office, Rossville 
Mayor Teddy Harris, Walker 
County School Superinten-
dent Damon Raines, Catoosa 
County Commissioner Jim 
Cutler, Ringgold Mayor 
Nick Millwood, Ringgold 
city employee Dexter Coley, 
Fort Oglethorpe City Council 
lady Paula Stinnett, Catoosa 
County Chamber of Com-
merce President Amy Jack-
son, Greg Jackson of Blue 
Cross Blue Shield, Shanda 
Reese of Reece Enterprises, 
Catoosa County Coroner 
Vanita Hullender, David 
Betty, Marcy Muller with 
Georgia Legal Services, 

TURNED DOWN
By 3-1 vote, Ringgold rejects open container district amid residents’ concerns

Family Crisis Center raises $22K with mystery dinner

Restaurant 
inspections 
for Catoosa, 
Walker: 
March 16-31

The Ringgold City Council voted to nix a proposed “entertainment district” on March 25. The ordinance would have allowed 
the public to carry open alcohol containers downtown while shopping or attending events. From left: Mayor Pro Tem Terry 
Crawford and Councilman Kelly Bomar. / Adam Cook

Community members put on their acting shoes on Saturday 
night, March 30, as part of the annual mystery dinner com-
edy show fundraiser produced by the Family Crisis Center of 
Walker, Dade, Chattooga & Catoosa Counties. From left; Ca-
toosa County Coroner Vanita Hullender as Cher, Ringgold main-
tenance man Dexter Coley as Elton John, and Fort Oglethorpe 
City Council lady Paula Stinnett as Vanna White. / Adam Cook

“I think it’s rather clear from the peo-
ple that came out tonight, the people 
of Ringgold, the people that are here 
tonight are very much against this 
ordinance or issue moving forward.

Ringgold Councilman Larry Black

 ♦ The center is a 
shelter for domestic 
violence victims in 
Walker, Catoosa, 
Dade and Chattooga 
counties.
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Catoosa Sheriff Gary Sisk and Walker County’s Eddie Upshaw win Distinguished Service Awards.

Gary Sisk

IF YOU GO

Individual tickets are $50 each, corporate table 
for eight is $400. Reservations are needed to 
attend. Contact Chris McKeever by phone at 706-
861-2860 or at chris@6thcavalrymuseum.com.


