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Check out 
CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s 
a great 
place for 
you to 
post 
items of 
interest (such as 
upcoming events), 
discuss what’s 
happening in our 
community and in 
the news, or just 
send us a message. 
And don’t forget to 
“Like” us!

Special report

National Pearl Harbor Remem-
brance Day, which is annually on 
December 7, commemorates the 
attack on Pearl Harbor, in Hawaii, 
during World War II. Many Amer-
ican service men and women lost 
their lives or were injured on Decem-
ber 7, 1941. National Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance Day is also referred 
to as Pearl Harbor Remembrance 
Day or Pearl Harbor Day.

On Sunday morning, December 

7, 1941, the American Army and 
Navy base in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 
was attacked by the Imperial Jap-
anese Navy. The attack came as a 
surprise to the American Army and 
Navy and lead to great losses of life 
and equipment. More than 2,000 
American citizens were killed and 
more than 1,000 were injured. The 
Americans also lost a large propor-
tion of their battle ships and nearly 
200 aircraft that were stationed in 
the Pacific region. More than 60 
Japanese servicemen were killed, 

injured or captured. The Japanese 
Navy also lost five midget subma-
rines and 29 aircraft.

The Japanese military had hoped 
that the attack on Pearl Harbor 
would prevent the United States of 
America from increasing her influ-
ence in the Pacific. However, the 
events in Pearl Harbor actually led 
to the escalation of World War II. 
The day after the attack, the United 
States declared war on Japan and so 

Remember Pearl Harbor

County has 
 2 ‘Best 

 Teachers’ 
in state

Our hours 
for the 

holidays

A Walker County Christmas

The Walker County Messen-
ger office will observe special 
hours for the holidays:

 ♦ Monday, Dec. 24 - 8 a.m. 
to noon.

 ♦ Tuesday, Dec. 25 - Closed.
 ♦ Wednesday, Dec. 26 - 10 

a.m. to 5 p.m.
 ♦ Tuesday, Jan. 1 - Closed.
 ♦ Wednesday, Jan. 2 - 10 

a.m. to 5 p.m.

By Jessica Szilagyi

Have you ever wondered 
which schools have the best 
teachers in Georgia? Well, 
Fairyland Elementary and 
Rock Spring Elementary in 
Walker County are among 
the state’s elite.

Niche.com, a ranking website 
that often focuses on schools 
and education, ranked the 100 
best elementary schools in the 
Peach State. The rankings are 
based on “student and par-
ent ratings of teachers, teacher 
salaries, teacher absenteeism, 
teacher tenure, student-teacher 
ratio, and the Niche Academ-
ics Grade for the school.”

Here are the top 100 public 
elementary schools in Georgia 
for 2019 with the best teach-
ers, according to Niche.

1 Pepperell Primary School, 
Floyd County Schools

2 Ephesus Elementary 
School, Heard County Schools

3 McHenry Primary School, 
Floyd County Schools

4 Jones Elementary School, 
Bremen City Schools

5 Timothy Elementary 
School, Clarke County Schools

6 Oconee County Elemen-
tary School, Oconee County 
Schools

7 Trion Elementary School, 
Trion City Schools

8 Chase Street Elementary 
School, Clarke County Schools

9 Colham Ferry Elementary 
School, Oconee County Schools

10 East Side Elementary 
School, Cobb County Schools

11 Barrow Elementary 
School, Clarke County Schools

12 Buford Academy, Buford 
City Schools

By Jasmine Rothman
Correspondent

Kids4Christ didn’t let 
the weather ruin its fun at 
Joe Stock Memorial Park 
in LaFayette on Saturday, 
Dec. 1. 

During the event, the 
Grinch made an appear-
ance, they held a “Little 
Miss Whoville” pageant, 
and the world of Dr. Seuss 
was simulated through 
activities, props, costumes, 
and decorations, captur-
ing the spirit of Christmas. 

Unfortunately, things 
were cut off short at 3 p.m. 

due to weather. This didn’t 
stop the event from pull-
ing through though. Fes-
tivities continued on Sun-
day, Dec 2, with a costume 
contest, a “cruise-in,” Santa 
and Grinch pictures. An 
event meant to last for one 
day ended up stretching out 
over a weekend, thanks to 
Saturday’s rain. 

Kids4Christ is an inde-
pendent and nondenomi-
national children’s ministry 
founded in 2002. It serves 
the community through 
providing Bible classes and 

News release

Walker County Government 
announces the roll out of a new infor-
mational web-based video series enti-
tled How Walker Works.

“These short-form segments will 
provide residents and visitors with 
24/7 access to some basic informa-
tion about how departments operate 
in Walker County,” said Joe Legge, 
Public Relations Director for Walker 
County Government. “Some govern-
ment functions are highly visible, while 
others are seldom seen, but provide 
a valuable service that improves the 
quality of life in Walker County.”

Each video segment will run about 
a minute and will cover a different 
topic. How Walker Works segments 
will be available on demand at walker-

countyga.gov and posted weekly on 
the county’s social media sites, includ-
ing Facebook and Youtube.

The following features are currently 
in the works:

 ♦ Tax Commissioner
 ♦ Planning
 ♦ Transit
 ♦ Mountain Cove Farms
 ♦ Zoning
 ♦ Economic Development
 ♦ Public Works
 ♦ Landfill
 ♦ Probate Court
 ♦ Code Enforcement
 ♦ Animal Shelter
 ♦ Walker Rocks

How Walker Works launched with 
a segment on the Tax Commissioner’s 
Office. A new feature will be released 
online each week.

‘How Walker Works’: Informational videos to explore, explain 

See REMEMBER, A3

See TEACHERS, A8

See WHOVILLE, A6

LaFayette Christmas parade: Santa and Mrs. Claus took time out of their busy schedule Saturday, 
Dec. 1, to fly in and join their many friends — young and old — for LaFayette’s Christmas parade. / Josh O’Bryan

Kids4Christ brings the magic of Dr. Seuss 
to LaFayette through ‘A Whoville Christmas’

A large tree stood at the entrance to “Whoville.” / Jasmine Rothman
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