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Young 
Artists

This artwork is from April 
Marshall, a senior at Gor-
don Central High School.

This artwork is from Jo Elen 
Robbins, an eighth-grader 
at Ashworth Middle School.

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our 

Young Artists section. Pictures of 

artwork can be emailed to Manag-

ing Editor Spencer Lahr at SLahr@

CalhounTimes.com. Please keep 

photos in their original format and 

do not alter them. Also, be sure to 

include the name of the student, 

their grade and the school they at-

tend.
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By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

After a 12-hour day on Tuesday, 
Georgia lawmakers concluded a leg-
islative session that has caught the 
attention of the entire state. One bill 

passed by the General Assem-
bly permitted medicinal mari-
juana production within state 
borders.

After much debate and sev-
eral amendments, legislators 
approved House Bill 324 on 
Sine Die, ending the 2019 ses-
sion of the Georgia General 
Assembly, and sending the 
bill to Gov. Brian Kemp. The 
House passed the bill 147-16, 
and the Senate approved it 34-20.

The bill, sponsored by Rep. Micah 
Gravley, R-Douglasville, has been 
in the works for about a year and 
would legalize the production, man-

ufacturing and dispensing of 
low-level THC oil in the state, 
strictly for the purpose of aid-
ing individuals with severe 
seizure disorders.

Kemp now has 40 days to 
decide to sign the bill or veto 
it, and according to Rep. Rick 
Jasperse, R-Jasper, legisla-
tors estimate the governor 
will approve the legislation. In 
fact, Kemp was even involved 

in getting the House and the Sen-
ate to agree on a version of the bill 
at the end of the session.

“I think this helps people that 
nothing else helps,” said Jasperse, 

who voted yes on the bill after he 
was able to add language restrict-
ing the involvement of drug felons 
in the production process.

Rep. Matt Barton, R-Calhoun, 
first voted no on the bill in March 
prior to Crossover Day, but voted 
yes to HB 324 after amendments 
were made and Kemp had gotten 
involved in the negotiation process. 
Barton said this issue is a personal 
one for him, and he didn’t want to 
vote for a something that could even-
tually permit recreational marijuana 
in the state.

Lawmakers approve medicinal cannabis in Ga.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Calhoun High School’s per-
forming arts program was 
nominated for 10 Shuler 
awards following their pro-
duction of “Peter Pan: The 
Musical,” including notable 
student nominations.

The Georgia High School 
Musical Theater Awards-
Shuler Hensley Awards were 
founded to mimic Broadway’s 
Tony Awards, but specifi-
cally for high school theater 
performances. The awards 
are named in honor of actor, 
singer and Georgia native 
Shuler Hensley and are open 
to all high schools in the state.

While this award show is 
highly competitive and has 
brought many schools’ drama 
departments into the spot-
light, this isn’t Calhoun’s 
first time being nominated.

In the past, Calhoun High 
has received nominations 
for previous productions 
of “Bring It On: The Musi-
cal,” “Hello Dolly,” “Swee-
ney Todd” and “Oklahoma!”

This is, however, Calhoun’s 
first time having four student 
nominations, which were 
awarded to Riley Anderson 
for music direction, Kathryn 
Stockman for choreography, 
Ryleigh Roberts Ledford for 
best performance by a leading 
actress and Matthew McCan-
less for best performance by 
a supporting actor.

And not only were four stu-
dents chosen as nominees, 
but so were high school staff 
members – Julie Leggett for 
direction, Darlene Wright for 
music direction and India 
Galyean for lighting design.

Shuler awards

“It feels like everything we 
did paid off,” said Anderson 
regarding the nominations 
the production received. 
Anderson helped Wright 
with music direction and 
ended up receiving a nom-
ination alongside Wright 
even though it was his first 
time assisting with music.

According to Leggett, in the 
past the program has hired out 
music directors or choreog-
raphers, who weren’t always 
able come to every rehearsal. 
This year was their first time 
recruiting students to help 
with choreography and music 
direction, and per the number 
of nominations, it worked out 
to the production’s benefit.

Many of the students in the 
production were also involved 
in other activities, such as cho-
rus, the literary team, athletics 
and working part-time jobs. 

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Nine months after a destructive fire 
halted the restaurant’s operations, 
construction for Calhoun’s Taco Bell 
is back underway, and according to 
the Michigan-based contractor, the 
building should be completed by the 
end of May.

The City of Calhoun’s Building Offi-
cial Don McGinnis said he issued a 
permit on March 25 to Acme Enter-
prises, the new contractor who is cur-
rently overseeing construction on the 
fast food restaurant. But McGinnis 
doesn’t estimate they will even need 
the permit for the allotted year.

In fact, the building official pre-
dicted the new contractors would 
have construction complete within 
three months. The superintendent for 
Acme said it would take even less time.

“I’m supposed to be out of here by 
the end of May,” said Mohamad El-
Fassih, who is supervising the rebuild-
ing of Taco Bell at 481 Ga. 53. “We’re 
going to be working hard to finish it 
up as soon as possible.”

This comment comes after an origi-
nal permit was issued to the first con-
tractor in November of last year, fol-
lowing the July fire that damaged the 
restaurant. In December, McGinnis 
said he didn’t foresee the restaurant 
being finished within any specific 
timeline, given that first contractor’s 
workers had run into water damage 
and unexpected structural deterio-
ration.

Three months later, McGinnis said 
the new contractor for the Taco Bell 
project has already been making sig-
nificant progress in the week since 
they got their permit.

“The other contractor that was 
working for the Taco Bell Corpora-
tion, that guy’s no longer with them,” 
McGinnis said. “We re-permitted to 
the new contractor about a week ago, 
and I estimate these guys can turn it 
around in 90 days.”

El-Fassih said Acme is an approved 
contractor with Taco Bell and has 
worked on many projects with the 
corporation before. He didn’t know 

what happened with the first con-
tractor, but just said he was asked 
to step in to finish the project.

Acme Enterprises is based in Ros-
eville, Michigan, and as of last week, 
they have been eliminating parts of 
the building that were too damaged 
by the fire to be restored. On Wednes-
day, the Acme team was working on 
removing the exterior walls, building 

new frames for windows and door-
ways and replacing nearly everything 
on the roof.

El-Fassih said his workers “almost” 
had to start from scratch, as the only 
salvageable part of the building was 
some of the roof structure. But the res-
taurant is soon to be back in business, 
with Acme Enterprises working long 
hours in order to finish before June.

Builder: Expect return of 
Taco Bell by end of May

An out-of-state contractor has begun rebuilding the Taco Bell 
on Ga. 53 and estimates to be finished before summer.

CHS 
Drama 
flies after 
receiving 
awards

Construction workers put up framing for the new windows and doorways at Calhoun’s Taco Bell on Ga. 53. / Alexis Draut

The Calhoun Taco Bell, 481 Ga. 53, is in the middle of construction with Acme 
Enterprises, which took over the project last week. / Alexis Draut

 ♦ After the legislative 
session ended, House Bill 
324 was approved by the 
Senate and House, moving 
to the governor’s desk for 
approval.

Rep. Rick 
Jasperse, 
R-Jasper

Mohamad El-Fassih, who is the superintendent for Acme Enterprises, is oversee-
ing the construction for the new Taco Bell in Calhoun, on Ga. 53. / Alexis Draut

 ♦ “Peter Pan” brings 
in 10 nominations for 
the Calhoun High 
drama department.

see DRAMA, A5

see CANNABIS, A8


