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Young 
Artists

This artwork is from Gordon 
Central High School senior 
Brooklynn Towe.

This artwork is from Gordon 
Central High School senior 
Demaris Lima.

This artwork from Gordon 
Central High School sopho-
more Patrick Solorio.

The Calhoun Times is looking to fea-

ture student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork can 

be emailed to Managing Editor Spen-

cer Lahr at SLahr@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter them. 

Also, be sure to include the name of 

the student, their grade and the 

school they attend.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

“My first day they said, ‘Welcome to the 
circus!,’” Rep. Matt Barton, R-Calhoun, 
said. “My second day, they said it’s like 
drinking water from a fire hydrant.”

After the unexpected death of the late Rep. 

John Meadows, who represented Georgia’s 
District 5, in November, a special election 
was called for January in order to vote in 
someone to represent the area. The spe-
cial election saw six qualified candidates – 
five Republicans and one Democrat – and 
even during the first election on Jan. 8, no 
one candidate received 50 percent of the 
votes, pushing the race to a runoff. Barton 
was among the two that moved forward.

On Feb. 5, voters finally chose Barton 
to embody them at the Capitol. and since 
he was sworn into the Georgia House on 
Feb. 12, he said it’s been a learning process.

By Spencer Lahr
slahr@calhountimes.com

Strong storms could hit 
Gordon County this weekend, 
bringing more rain despite 
a week-long reprieve from 
the wet weather of the past 
several months.

According to the National 
Weather Service’s Storm 
Prediction Center, there is 
a marginal risk for severe 
weather in Gordon County 
on Saturday.

The NWS forecast calls for 
scattered storms followed 
by a cold front on Satur-
day night. The highest risk 
of thunderstorms covers 
North Georgia on Saturday, 
while that risk will decline 
on Sunday to mainly center 
on Central Georgia.

The storms could bring 
strong wind gusts and a 
potential for tornadoes. Also, 
with more rain, the poten-
tial for flash flooding and 
river flooding is increased. 
Rainfall totals for Saturday 
and Sunday are predicted 
to range from 1.5 inches to 
3 inches in North Georgia.

Showers are likely between 
7 a.m. and 1 p.m. Saturday, 
with a thunderstorm pos-
sible before 7 a.m., accord-
ing to the NWS. Showers are 
expected to continue through 
Saturday afternoon and into 
the night, with winds predi-
cated to range from 5 mph 
to 10 mph. The high is fore-
casted to be 67 degrees with 
a low of 58 degrees.

There is a 60 percent 
chance of rain during the 
day Saturday and an 80 per-
cent chance at night. There is 
a 40 percent chance of rain 
Sunday, which will have a 
high around 68 degrees with 
a low around 47 degrees.

The hydrologic outlook 
from the NWS Southeast 
River Forecast Center also 
notes that this spring will 
have an “above normal river 
flood potential” in North 
Georgia.

“Given that spring is a 
characteristically active 
period for river flooding, 
this outlook indicates that 
north and central Georgia 
can expect to see the num-
ber and magnitude of river 
floods to be higher than typi-
cal,” the outlook stated.

The outlook report also 
noted that the last 90 days 
have brought “above nor-
mal rainfall” in North Geor-
gia, with amounts ranging 
from 20 inches to 35 inches 
along and north of the Inter-
state 85 corridor, and even 
up to 40 inches in areas of 
North Georgia with higher 
elevations.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

During a press conference, several 
Northwest Georgia sheriffs, including 
Gordon County Sheriff Mitch Ralston, 
agreed that the Georgia House is 
“rushing” to pass a bill that would 
allow for manufacturing of cannabis 
for production of low-level THC oil. 
House representatives say the bill is 
far from complete.

On Monday, a press 
conference was held at 
the Catoosa County 
Sheriff’s Office in Ring-
gold, where the sher-
iffs from several differ-
ent Northwest Georgia 
counties gathered to 
express their concerns 
regarding House Bill 
324. The counties rep-
resented included Gor-
don, Catoosa, Walker, 
Whitfield, Dade and 
Chattooga counties. The bill passed 
the House on Tuesday with a 123-40 
vote, and is now being considered by 
the Senate.

A news release announcing the con-
ference stated that the sheriffs had 
common concerns with “the way the 
bill is being rushed through with many 
unanswered questions about regula-
tion, oversight and convicted felons 
having ownership and/or employed, 
and unfunded regulation.”

HB 324, sponsored by Rep. Micah 
Gravley, R-Douglasville, has been 
in the works for about a year and it 
would legalize the production, manu-
facturing and dispensing of low-level 
THC oil in the state, strictly for the 
purpose of aiding individuals with 
severe seizure disorders.

The sheriffs’ take

At the press conference, Catoosa 
County Sheriff Gary Sisk represented 
the others in sharing their position 

on HB 324, which was strictly against 
the bill’s approval.

“You can tell there really hasn’t 
been much thought or collaboration 
with law enforcement officers when 
they were writing the bill,” Sisk said. 
“We have no idea why there’s been 
a rush.”

Some of the sheriffs’ concerns 
stemmed from the opinion that 
the passing of this bill would be a 
gateway for legalizing recreational 
marijuana. They didn’t like the term 
“unlimited,” which is present in the 
bill with regards for growing canna-
bis and hemp products, or the poten-
tial for felons to be included in the 

manufacturing process that wasn’t 
addressed in the bill’s first drafts.

Central in their argument was that 
only around 8,000 patients in the 
state are currently registered to buy 
THC oil for serious medical issues 
through the Low THC Oil Patient 
Registry. and that according to the 
HB 324, the licenses that would be 
extended must be given to only five 
companies that would invest $10 mil-
lion as an investment and $5 million 
for a nonrefundable bond.

“Why would companies do that for 
a little over 8,000 customers?” Sisk 
said. “Do you think their investment 
is worth that? No, because they’re 
planning on going a lot further than 
that. We’re changing the law for a 
little over 8,000 people?”

There are currently almost 10.5 
million people living in the state of 
Georgia.

Sisk also expressed concerns for 
the first five licenses and asked why 
it should be “unlimited” for a little 
over 8,000 customers.

When a Channel 3 reporter asked 
Sisk if he had $10 million, would he 
spend it to save 500 people in his 
county, hypothetically, Sisk responded 
by saying, “If I had $10 million I could 
buy them a home in Colorado and 
say go there and enjoy it.”

“What company that’s working for 
a profit is going to do that,” Sisk said, 
referring to spending a minimum 
of $15 million on a little over 8,000 
customers. “The drug cartel could 
meet that.”

On behalf of the other sheriffs, Sisk 
also pointed at the example of Col-
orado. Sisk said Colorado’s Demo-
cratic Gov. Jared Polis recommended 
other states that were looking at bills 
regarding cannabis and hemp to take 
time in examining the issue and glean 
perspective from the actions of Colo-
rado and others which have passed 
legalization.

Catoosa sheriff: Go to 
Colo. to enjoy marijuana 
House Bill 324 stirs up controversy among local sheriffs, even though 
state representatives say the bill is “strict” and far from being done.

Storms 
to bring 
more 
rain this 
weekend

Catoosa County Sheriff Gary Sisk speaks at a press conference on Monday while other local sheriffs stand with him, 
asking why the House was rushing to pass House Bill 324. / Alexis Draut

 ♦ Gordon County native Matt 
Barton joins the state House after 
winning a runoff election, being 
thrown into session with little time 
for preparation.

Matt Barton attended Gov. Brian Kemp’s event in Dalton 
prior to being elected to represent District 5 in the state 
House. / Contributed

Gordon 
County 
Sheriff 
Mitch 

Ralston

EDITOR’S NOTE

Sheli Gilley’s story will continue 
in another edition of the Calhoun 
Times, detailing her opinion of the 
sheriff’s press conference and how 
HB 324 would benefit her daughter 
Zoe.

“
I’m sure this is still 

going to pass but 

we want to voice 

our concerns to the 

public. I think there’s 

too many unanswered 

questions. They’re 

trying to rush through 

this for a reason and 

it’s just raising a lot 

of concerns in law 

enforcement.

Gordon County Sheriff Mitch Ralston  

on HB 324

 ♦ Rain is expected to 
pick back up on 
Saturday morning and 
carry into Sunday. 
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See CANNABIS, A8


