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On Friday, Aug. 10, Chicka-
mauga city students, parents 
and educators suffered the 
loss of a very special person, 
according to Melody Day, 
the city school system’s su-
perintendent.

“We are heartbroken over 
the loss of Ms. Cassell. She 
served as a teacher and ad-
ministrator at Chickamauga 
Elementary School during her 
20 year career in the Chicka-

mauga City School District.”
Day told the Messenger that 

“Ms. Cassell was such an im-
pressive lady — smart, hard-
working, strong, caring and 
kind. She had a positive im-
pact on all — staff, students 
and parents alike.”

But the beloved teacher 
and administrator is not just 
leaving behind a school sys-
tem that will mourn her loss. 
According to the superinten-
dent, “Ms. Cassell’s husband, 
Todd, is a teacher/coach at 
Gordon Lee High School, and 

their daughter 
Kaighan is be-
ginning sixth 
grade at Gor-
don Lee Middle 
School.”

Educators 
and parents 
were advised 
via the school 
system’s web-
site that “due to the loss of our 
dear Ms. Cassell, we will be 
dismissing school Wednes-
day, August 14 at 11:30 a.m.”

“I know this is an incon-

venience for many, but Ms. 
Cassell’s funeral will be at 
1:00 p.m. that day. She is a 
very special member of the 
GL family who has served as 
a teacher and administrator 
during her 20 years at Chick-
amauga Elementary. To say 
she has impacted many is an 
understatement,” the super-
intendent said.

“She is a beloved co-worker 
and friend! Many staff mem-
bers, as well as many students 
wish to attend her funeral. 
We ask that you please keep 

Ms. Cassell’s family and our 
school family in your prayers. 
Thank you for your support,” 
Day said.

Those who wish to pay their 
respects can do so from 2 
to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Aug. 13 at Heritage 
Funeral Home & Crematory, 
located at 3239 Battlefield 
Pkwy., Fort Oglethorpe, Ga.

To leave condolences for 
the family or to watch the me-
morial tribute, visit Heritage 
Funeral Home’s Casie Ann 
(Willis) Cassell tribute page.

Superintendent: Beloved teacher loss felt by all

A Walker County sher-
iff’s deputy was shot dur-
ing the patrol dispatch 
response to a Rossville do-

mestic call on 
Sunday night, 
Aug 11, ac-
cording  to 
Sheriff Steve 
Wilson.

The shoot-
ing occurred 
slightly before 
9 : 3 0  p . m . 
when officers 

were called to the scene 
about an unwanted party 
at the residence off Claire 
Street.

When deputies arrived, 
the man was sitting on the 
porch, according to the 
sheriff. It was reported by 
News Channel 9 that he 
had a weapon in his lap at 
the time deputies arrived.

Walker deputy Sgt. Agre-
dano engaged the suspect in 
conversation, as is protocol, 

By Jan Morris
JMorris@WalkerMessenger.com

In the second part of the Messen-
ger’s 10-Part Q&A with Walker County 
Sheriff Steve Wilson, the sheriff talks 
about burdens he faces as a sheriff 
as one of the conversation topics. In 
that part of the interview, concern 
about deputy shootings is discussed.

In light of the recent deputy shoot-
ing during a domestic incident in 
Rossville so soon after the sheriff’s 
interview, we chose to run only that 
pertinent part of the conversation 
with the sheriff this week.

We will print the remainder of the 
second interview with him next week.

Sheriff Wilson, what is one 
concerning burden that you have 
for the sheriff’s office?

One of the things that I think about, 
not a lot, but with the death of deputy 
Dixon in Hall County in Gainesville 
last month, I think about it more now 
is an officer’s death in the line of duty.

That would have to be — absolute-
ly have to be — the worst day of any 
organization’s life, I think.

I saw Sheriff Couch at our sum-
mer training conference two weeks 
ago and he was just fresh off of his 
deputy being killed in the line of duty 
two weeks prior to that.

I saw the pain in his face as he 
talked to us about it. And yesterday 
online (Thur., Aug. 8), I saw where 
some deputies took his fourth grade 
son to the first day of school. It was 
about 10 of them volunteered to es-
cort his son to school.

Touching.
I’m just thinking: “That young boy, 

he will never forget these events. 
There he doesn’t have his daddy to 
walk him to school anymore, but 
the next best thing I guess is these 
men — deputies who worked with 
his daddy, who stepped up and es-
corted him to school.

I think back on that and — line of 
duty deaths — and I just pray, I really 

do, that I never have to face that.
It worries me, but I don’t know 

that you can call it...a “burden.”
I hope other people will remem-

ber people who work in emergen-
cy services — police, fire, rescue, 
etc. — in their daily prayers. That 
they will get to come home safe 
every day.

Yes, I agree.
A moment of silence fills the air 

as the heavy topic hangs in the air.
On Monday, following this in-

terview late last week — and be-
fore this could go to press — two 
of the sheriff’s deputies at Walker 
County were dispatched to a do-
mestic violence scene in Rossville, 
where one was shot by the suspect 
after a short conversation ensued.

Sheriff, this feels like deja 
vu. We were just talking about 
your burden about this type 
of thing happening in Walk-

er County with your men, and 
then it does — sort-of, since 
your deputy survived the shoot-
ing, unlike the deputy in Hall 
County, who lost his life.

What went through your mind 
the minute you were told this 
had happened?

Oh. Yeah. I know. I was very wor-
ried as I left my house for the hos-
pital. I knew he had been shot in the 
leg, but halfway to the hospital I get 
a call from the 911 telling me there 
had been two shots to the chest and 
one to the leg.

I started immediately remember-
ing the Hall County deputy shot-to-
death in the line of duty that we talk-
ed about last week in your interview 
of me. I’m stressing about how I am 
going to tell his wife, tell his family 
what has happened.

Burdens, encouraging moments, and what motivates him

Walker 
County 
deputy 
shot

Constance Morris

Walker County Sheriff Steve Wilson is hard at work, always on call, like when one of his deputies was shot during a 
domestic violence incident on Sunday, Aug. 11.

By Jan Morris
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The rap sheet on Walker 
County inmate Corey Chaz 
Warren rivals the Internal 
Revenue Services tax code, 
with the detective working 
the case stating that “this is 
an unusual case. It is out of 
the ordinary.”

Warren, whom the La-
Fayette Police Department 
recently arrested in a string 
of approximately 10 crimes, 
allegedly committed them all 
in less than 12 hours time.

“The police department is 
familiar with this suspect,” 
detective Mullis said.

The LaFayette P.D. should 
be familiar with Warren, since 
four years ago, almost to the 
day, the Messenger reported 
that they arrested him for 
similar type offenses.

But Warren was not serving 
time when these late-night 
July 29th, early-morning 
July 30th property crimes 
occurred.

And, as is often the case in 
many law enforcement ar-
rests scenarios, these crimes 

Man goes 
on crime 
spree in 
LaFayette

Cassie 
Cassell

See SPREE, A8

Thomas 
Agredano

See DEPUTY, A3

Q&A
with Steve Wilson

With Walker County 
Sheriff Steve Wilson

Walker County Sheriff Steve Wilson talks deputy shootings in interview in Au-
gust, and then one of his men has one, reinforcing a concern he has about 
this issue.

See Q&A, A3


