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Join the Polk County Po-
lice Department to honor 
the memory of Det. Kris-
ten Hearne at a blood 
drive this coming Tues-
day. The police depart-
ment and Dr. Mark Wall 
are teaming up with Blood 
Assurance to host a drive 
in the this coming Tues-
day, Oct. 24, 2017, from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Board 
of Commissioners meeting 
room at the Polk County 
Police Department. Those 
who donate will be eligi-
ble for a drawing for two 
winners of a $100 prize, 
and potentially more. 
Want more information? 
Visit bloodassurance.org 
or call Andy Anderson at 
the Polk County PD at 770-
748-7331.

Please see CALENDAR A12

Hearne case progressing

Aragon stages first pumpkin festival

Pumpkins aplenty!

By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

Support for the Hearne fam-
ily following the tragic death of 
Det. Kristen Hearne continues 
in Polk County this week, and 
among those who are thinking 
of ways of making a fitting trib-

ute in her memory are the Polk 
County Commission.

Commission Vice Chair Jen-
nifer Hulsey said during a com-
bined night of work session and 
regular meeting for October held 
last week that discussions are 
ongoing about ways the county 
may properly honor Det. Hearne 
after she was shot and killed in 
the line of duty on Sept. 29.

“We want to honor her in a very 
respectful way,” Hulsey said.

The rest of the commission 

echoed their own grief and sup-
port for the Hearne family, and 
also thanked law enforcement 
from around the area coming in 
to help the Polk County Police 
Department during and after 
the incident. That included the 
Cedartown Police Department 
and the Polk County Sheriff’s 
Office, who worked during times 
when fellow police officers who 
worked with Hearne needed the 
time off to grieve themselves, 
and during the funeral on Oct. 3.

“When Polk County comes to-
gether, it really comes together,” 
she said.

They also had praise for Of-
ficer David Goodrich, who they 
called a hero for his efforts dur-
ing Hearne’s shooting death.

More plans about how the 
Commission plans to honor 
Hearne will be forthcoming in 
the weeks and months ahead, 
Hulsey said.

By Sean Williams
SJ Correspondent

Aragon successfully add-
ed another event to the 
city’s lineup of activities 
with the first annual Pump-
kin Fest that brought food, 
crafts, pumpkins, hay rides, 
and live music to Tom Pitt-
man Field for a day of cele-
brating what makes fall one 
of the best times of the year.

Upon arriving at Pump-
kin Fest, citizens found 
vendor booths lining the 
walls of Pittman field 
with food, drinks and 
home-made crafts.

A variety of vendors were 
on hand offering up every-
thing from funnel cakes to 
Halloween crafts and much 
more in between, but the 
star of the festival was def-
initely the orange gourds 
that mark the season.

Not all vendors were for 
profit, however, and corn 
and concession sales 
were raising money in for 
the Aragon Summer Food 
Program which strives to 
supply out-of-school chil-
dren with daily meals.

“Last year we fed them 
for about 6 weeks,” pro-
gram cook Debbie Pitt-

man said. “We’re raising 
money so we can afford to 
feed the kids all Summer 
long this time.”

Pittman makes all of 
the food herself from 
home and makes sure the 
children have a different 
meal option each day.

Other entertainment 
options included hay 
rides which took citizens 
around Pittman field by 
tractor, an inflatable 
bounce house which chil-
dren could be seen jump-
ing on non-stop, pumpkin 
decorating that let citi-
zens show off their cre-

ative capability, and an 
art booth of locally drawn 
and colored pictures 
themed around fall.

Aragon Mayor Gary Bald-
win was present during 
the festival and seemed to 
be enjoying what Aragon 
had accomplished.

“This is the work of the 
planning committee,” Bald-
win said. “I didn’t have a 
part in this. It was slow, so 
they asked what we could 
do to get some excitement 
in the city- the Pumpkin 
Fest was the way to do it.”

 z The commission is 
looking for a way to honor 
Detective Hearne.

Best of 
Polk 

County 
2017 voting 
continues

From staff reports

Who is the best banker, 
the best pediatrician or 
who has the best biscuits 
in Polk County? Here’s 
your chance to tell us 
yourself. 

The annual Best of Polk 
County voting is going on 
right now, and we want to 
hear from you who stands 
out among the competi-
tion in 96 different cate-
gories of persons, places, 
businesses and food and 
drink in 2017. 

Thousands have voted 
in the past, and we hope 
that thousands more will 
visit our Facebook page 
and click on the voting 
link, or go to npco.sec-
ondstreetapp.com/Best-
of-Polk-County-2017/ to 
take part. 

Or turn to this week’s edi-
tion on Page A5 to find a 
paper ballot that you mail 
in to take part in voting. 

All paper ballots must 
be turned in by next Fri-
day, Oct. 27. Online voting 
also comes to a close next 
week as well. Tallies will 
be decided and winners 
will begin being notified 
by the end of the month. 

Please do no turn in 
photocopies of the paper 
ballot. They will not be 
accepted. Additionally, 
any ballots questionable 
considered questionable 
by those conducting the 
tally can be rejected. 

We’ll be releasing re-
sults of the Best of Polk 
2017 in December, with 
a special section as we 
have in past years.

Kevin Myrick / Standard Journal

Candidates for the District 3 County 

Commission seat include from left: Larry 

Reynolds, Hal Floyd and Tim Yarbrough. 

 Sean Williams / Standard Journal

Patricia Brewer and her grandson Isaac Hearne, son of Detective Kristen Hearne, enjoy 

an outing over the weekend at the first ever Aragon Pumpkin Festival.

Polk to pick new District 3 member
By Kevin Myrick
SJ Editor

Only a trio of candidates are now 
seeking to be chosen as the next Polk 
County commissioner to take over the 
remaining term for the District 3 seat.

Larry Reynolds, Hal Floyd and Tim 
Yarbrough are the ones remaining out 
of an original five who sought the po-
sition, after two decided to drop out of 
consideration for the seat.

Previously, Ken Suffridge decided 
that he was going to give up on the idea 
of serving after discussions with family 
and friends about whether he should, 

since he had already retired from poli-
tics with the decision to not run for a 
second term as Aragon’s mayor.

Edwin Britt, who also applied for con-
sideration as a candidate for the District 
3 seat, decided just before having to go 
before the Commission for a Q&A session 
on Oct. 9 that he would drop out as well.

That left Floyd, Reynolds and Yar-
brough to take questions from Assis-
tant County Manager Barry Akinson, 
who for a second time acted as modera-
tor as the rest of the board sat in the 
audience and listened in.
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