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SPORTS: Heritage, LFO pick up region victories >> B1
♦ ♦ ♦

7513 Nashville St., 
Ringgold, Ga. ♦ 
706-935-2621

By Adam Cook
ACook@CatoosaNews.com

The Fort Oglethorpe Police 
Department is continuing 
with its technology upgrades 
as city officials have approved 
the purchase of a new server 
to go along with a newly pur-
chased software system.

During the March 11 City 
Council meeting, Fire Chief 
Chuck Ballew presented a 
bid for recommendation and 
explained that a new server 
would be very welcomed.

“I come before you tonight 
to purchase a Titan commer-
cial server with Windows 
server 2019,” Fire Chief 
Bruce Ballew said. “The price 
will be $7,387 and this will 
replace the server we have 
now, which the software on 
it will run out Dec. 31 of this 
year.

In late January, the city 
approved the purchase of 
new software for the depart-
ment and Ballew says the 
new server is to accommo-
date the new software.

“Our server is not equipped 
to handle the new software, 
so we’d like to have your 
approval to purchase the 
server,” Ballew explained.

The software purchase 
included a $5,460 one-time 
fee as well as a $1,525 annual 
fee for a total of $6,985, which 
brings the grant total for the 
server and software to $14,372.

“This also has the Gasboy 
(fuel management system) 
on it and the operating sys-
tem for the pumps and stuff,” 
Ballew said.

Fort Oglethorpe OKs purchasing 
new server for fire department

Staff reports

Catoosa County

The Rock Fitness Cen-
ter

2630 Pine Grove Road, 
Ringgold

Score: 80
Inspection date: March 15
Inspector Notes: Observed 

main entry door’s self latch-
ing mechanism was not func-
tioning properly. Observed 
skimmer weirs were miss-
ing in multiple skimmers. 
Observed deck and pool floor 
with debris. Observed ven-
tilation system showing evi-
dence of not being in good 
repair.

Cloud Springs Deli
4097 Cloud Springs Road, 

Ringgold
Score: 91
Inspection date: March 15
Inspector Notes: Observed 

TCS foods being held at a 
temperature greater than 
41 degrees Fahrenheit in 
prep top cooler (see tem-
perature log). Observed TCS 
food (chili) prepared the day 
before being stored in a reach 
in cooler at a temperature 
greater than 41 degrees Fahr-
enheit.

Heritage High School
3960 Poplar Springs Road, 

Ringgold
Score: 100
Inspection date: March 14

By Adam Cook
ACook@CatoosaNews.com

Catoosa County residents shot down 
a proposed one-percent transpor-
tation tax increase Tuesday night, 
March 19, by voting an overwhelm-
ing “no” in a much-anticipated spe-
cial election.

The TSPLOST (Transportation Spe-
cial Purpose Local Option Sales Tax) 
was defeated 4,833 to 1,399 Tues-
day night following a late surge in 
voter turnout.

The tax, which is designed to gar-
ner revenue for infrastructure proj-
ects such as road paving and bridge 
repairs, was expected to create approx-
imately $60 million in revenue for the 
county over the next five-year cycle.

The referendum vote has become 
a huge debate in the county over the 
past few months as commissioners 
pushed for the bill to avoid a prop-
erty tax hike, while residents became 
increasingly vocal about being sad-
dled with an additional special tax.

While voter turnout was light during 
the three weeks of early voting (2,211 
ballots cast of 41,756 active voters for 
a 5.3 percent clip), but rose to right 
at 15 percent (6,232 votes) by the 
time all the ballots were tabulated.

The vote has been a big issue over 
the past few months, as Catoosa 
County officials estimated it would 
fetch approximately $60 million in 
revenue over a five-year cycle.

The county, as well as the cities of 
Fort Oglethorpe and Ringgold, hashed 
out a 70/20/10 split of the expected 
revenue, which would equate to $42 
million for Catoosa County, $12 mil-
lion for Fort Oglethorpe, and $6 mil-
lion for Ringgold.

All that planning and preparation 
is out the window now as residents 
made a statement with the election 
results.

“I voted no because I didn’t want 
another special tax out there,” Fort 
Oglethorpe resident Ken Price said. 
“I feel like the county should handle 
taxpayer money a little better instead 
of trying to put another tax in place 
when they want money for something.”

Meanwhile, Ringgold resident Peggy 
Reynolds says she voted “yes” for the 

SPLOST because she wants to 
see road repairs near her home 
and work.

“There are just a lot of roads 
out there that need attention,” 
Reynolds said. “I drive over 
bad spots every day, and from 
what I was hearing, the money 
would go for that type of needed 
work.”

A week prior to the special 
election, commissioners pitched a 
bypass project on Graysville Road to 
combat longstanding railroad cross-
ing issues, but even that promised 
project was not enough to sway vot-
ers to support the tax.

Chairman Steven Henry said that 
project could only be completed with 
funds accumulated if the TSPLOST 
was passed.

“Without TSPLOST, we 
don’t have the funding to do 
this project,” Henry said dur-
ing a March 12 press confer-
ence on the matter.

W i t h  T S P L O S T  n o w 
defeated, commissioners will 
have to pay for road work out of 
budgeted general funding, the 
existing SPLOST, and through 
grants like the LMIG (Local 

Maintenance Improvement Grant).
A property tax hike seems almost a 

certainty for later this year after com-
missioners pushed the TSPLOST as 
an alternative to such an increase.

Adam Cook is a general assignment 

reporter and covers the Walker-Catoosa 

County area. He has been a reporter since 

2009.

TSPLOST gets an 
emphatic ‘NO’

Transportation tax proposal loses 4,833 votes to 1,399

The referendum vote sparked sometimes heated debate in the county over the 
past few months as commissioners pushed for the bill to avoid a property tax 
hike, while residents became increasingly vocal about being saddled with an 
additional special tax. / Adam Cook

By Adam Cook
ACook@CatoosaNews.com

Officials in the city of Fort 
Oglethorpe have signed off 
on the purchase of a new 
HVAC system for City Hall.

During the March 11 City 
Council meeting, Building 
and Zoning Director Rick 
Quarles presented the coun-
cil with a recommendation 
to replace the existing out-
dated unit.

“The Department of Build-
ing Planning and Zoning 
recommends approval of a 
30-ton HVAC unit,” Quar-
les said. “It’s to replace the 
20-ton unit that serves cen-
tral areas of City Hall, part 
of DFACS (The Department 
of Family and Children Ser-
vices), and part of the court-
room area.”

Quarles said existing units 
at City Hall have aged signifi-
cantly, and said other units 
have already been replaced.

In July 2018, the board 
purchased two five-ton units 
for the area of City Hall that 
houses the police depart-
ment.

Voters wait in line Tuesday evening, March 19, at Ringgold’s Freedom Center precinct approximately an hour and a half 
before polls closed. / Adam Cook

Steven 
Henry

“
I voted no because I didn’t want another special 
tax out there. I feel like the county should handle 
taxpayer money a little better instead of trying to 
put another tax in place when they want money 

for something.

Fort Oglethorpe resident Ken Price

Fort Oglethorpe Fire Chief Bruce Ballew discusses the depart-
ment’s purchase of a new server during the March 11 Fort 
Oglethorpe City Council meeting. / Adam Cook

80 percent 
A’s and B’s; 
no failures

See RESTAURANT, A9

Fort Oglethorpe 
to buy new HVAC 
unit for City Hall

See HVAC, A10

The Catoosa County 

Chamber of Com-

merce holds its Red 

Carpet Gala and pres-

ents awards. (Including 

2018 Small Business 

of the Year Award win-

ner Jonathan Connell, 

owner of MedSTAT 

Supplies in Fort Ogle-

thorpe.) Story on page 

A2.


