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Area Calendar 

of Events

The annual Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Walk and 
Celebration is coming up 
on the afternoon of Mon-
day, January 20, 2020 to 
honor Dr. King. After a 
walk down Main Street 
and service in Holloway 
Park, participants are in-
vited to Turner Street Park 
for refreshments following 
the event. All are invited 
to participate in the walk 
set to start at 1:30 p.m.

The annual Polk Coun-
ty Martin Luther King 
Jr. Breakfast is coming 
up on Saturday, Janu-
ary 18 in Ledbetter Hall 
at Cedar Lake Christian 
Center, 1890 Rome High-
way, Cedartown. It’s set to 
start at 9 a.m., and tickets 
are $10. Contact Jenni-
fer Hudson at 706-346-
5494, Pastor DC at 678-
471-6420, Lynda Kelley 
Dave at 770-375-0144, 
Forrest McCombs Sr. at 
770-546-9199 or Minister 
Donnarae Bradley at 706-
238-2457 about tickets.

Mt. Olivet Baptist Mis-
sionary Church of Yor-
kville, is sponsoring a Dr. 
Martin Luther King Chari-
table Gala to support lo-
cal charities on Saturday 
January 18, 2020 at the 
Paulding County Senior 
Citizens Ballroom, locat-
ed 54 Industrial Park-
way North, Dallas GA 
30132 from 5:30 p.m. 
to 10:30 p.m. The char-
ities are the Fellowship 
of Christian Athletes and 
Paulding County Helping 
Hands. The gala will start 
with a social hour at 5:30, 

Staff reports

The gavel has gone from one 
mayor to another in the City of 
Aragon to start off 2020.

In a special called session at 
Aragon City Hall on New Year’s 
Day, Mayor Garry Baldwin’s 
tenure in office came to a close 
and Mayor Debbie Pittman took 
over the reigns of local govern-
ment in the mill village and sur-
rounding areas.

Municipal Court Judge Terry 
Wheeler was on hand to admin-
ister the oath of office to Pitt-
man as well as returning coun-
cil member Judd Fee, and new 
council member Buddy Tanner.

The only city business con-
ducted for the special session 
was the swearing in ceremonies.

Pittman said previously it was 
her goal to get to work on the 
first day of the year on several 
issues within the city, the first 
and foremost being the effort 
to get the city back on a solid 
financial footing.

She was ready to get to work 
on January 2 after the city re-
opened for business following 
the New Year’s holiday. Pit-
tman said when she entered 
the office on Thursday morn-
ing, she found a new day and 
atmosphere at city hall.

“We start a whole new week 

on Monday,” Pittman said over 
the weekend.

She added it is her goal for 
everyone at city hall to work 
together toward continuing ef-
forts to make Aragon a better 
place for all citizens under her 
new administration that is now 
underway.

Pittman ran unopposed for 
Mayor, replacing former May-
or Garry Baldwin after he took 
office in late 2016. The newest 
member of the council to join 
is Buddy Tanner, who takes of-
fice to fill the seat left vacated by 
Pittman when her term expired 

Pittman, council members get 2020 
started after swearing in ceremony

Staff reports

Celebrations of the life of 
Dr. Martin Luther King are 
an annual tradition in Polk 
County that continues in the 
weeks to come in Cedartown 
with a pair of events during 
the weekend holiday.

The annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. Breakfast organized 
by the Community Relations 
Committee in Cedartown is 
coming up on Saturday, Janu-
ary 18, 2020 at 9 a.m.

Ledbetter Hall at Cedar Lake 
Christian Center is once again 
hosting the annual breakfast 
and guest speaker, Dr. April 
Welch.

Welch, a longtime Polk Coun-
ty resident, volunteer, former 
board chair for the Polk Coun-
ty Chamber of Commerce and 
the Development Authority of 
Polk County, she is now Dean 
of Students at West Georgia 
Technical College in Waco. 
Welch remains a prominent 
advocate for Polk County and 
remains connected to family 
in the area as well.

Saturday morning’s break-
fast program will also feature 
the Pleasant Grove Drama Club 
and soloist Cassandra Grant.

Tickets for the breakfast 
are $10 each and on sale now 
through organizers Jennifer 
Hudson at 706-346-5494, 
Pastor DC at 678-471-6420, 
Lynda Kelley Dave at 770-
375-0144, Forrest McCombs 
Sr. at 770-546-9199 or Minis-
ter Donnarae Bradley at 706-
238-2457.

The annual celebration of Dr. 
King is also coming up follow-
ing the breakfast on Monday, 
Jan. 20, 2020 at 6 p.m. at the 
Cedartown Auditorium. The 
speaker will be Dr. Beverly 
Smith, a retired educator. The 
evening also features a per-
formance by Tamaka Ware.

Alongside the breakfast and 
celebrations, marchers will be 
taking to Main Street in down-
town Cedartown on Jan. 20 
starting at 1:30 p.m. Walkers 
take off from Marietta Street 
and continue down to Hol-
loway Park in front of Polk 
County Courthouse No. 2. for 
a culminating celebration. Hot 
chili and refreshments follow 

By Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College

 
While his fellow graduates were walk-
ing across the stage in December, 
Dusty Powell was driving through 
Oklahoma on his way to the SpaceX 
headquarters in Hawthorne, Cali-

fornia where he would begin work 
the following week.

After five interviews with one last-
ing well over five hours, the two de-
gree holding Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College alumnus was ready 
to begin what he called his dream 
job as Maintenance Technician at 

the aerospace company.
“I was like a kid in a candy store,” 

the 23-year-old said of his SpaceX 
tour. “Everything is done in-house 
and I get to be a part of that.”

SpaceX designs, manufactures 

By Lorene Parker
lorenemp@gmail.com

A new restaurant is now 
open in Rockmart and is plan-
ning a big event for next week 
to celebrate their arrival on 
the restaurant scene locally.

Barterhouse Bar and Grill, 
located on Nathan Dean Park-
way in between Linda’s Res-
taurant and Sidekicks BBQ 
and Steaks, is having their 
official grand opening event 
on Friday, January 17.

Owners husband and wife 
Josh and Mariska Gumina 
are excited to be officially 

open and serving the com-
munity.

Although the restaurant has 
been open since November, 
the grand opening event will 
serve as their official open-
ing date, as the past couple 
of months have been used to 
ensure everything is in order 
and running smoothly.

The Guminas are from Eu-
harlee and stated that since 
they spend a lot of their time 
in Rockmart. They wanted to 
open a restaurant in hopes 
it will become a “staple” for 

New restaurant opening in Rockmart

MLK 
events 
coming 

soon

GNTC

GNTC alumnus Dusty Powell (right) stands with his girlfriend D’ana Gay in front of the SpaceX headquarters in Haw-
thorne, Calif., where he works as a maintenance technician.

Lorene Parker

Barterhouse Bar and Grill owners are husband and wife 
Josh and Mariska Gumina.

Breakfast, March, 
and celebrations 
on the calendar 
in weeks to come

Local grad becoming 
a rocket man

Dusty Powell started his job at the company that designs, 
manufactures and launches advanced rockets and spacecraft.

Barterhouse Bar and Grill hosting official grand opening on Jan. 17
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Former Aragon Mayor Garry Baldwin passes the 
gavel in a ceremony to new Mayor Debbie Pittman 
during a special called session on Jan. 1.See SWEAR, A7


