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By Tim Darnell
Capitol Beat News Service

ATLANTA – The war of words 
between President Joe Biden 
and Georgia Gov. Brian Kemp 
over new White House COVID 
mandates continued Friday af-
ternoon, Sept. 10, with Kemp 
accusing the administration of 

playing “pandemic 
politics.”

“Look, the pub-
lic already doesn’t 
trust the federal 
government be-
cause of the mixed 
messages about 
the coronavirus,” 
Kemp told Capitol 

Beat. “This is pandemic politics 
from a president who promised 
to unite the country, but instead 
is dividing us.”

On Thursday, Sept. 9, the 
Biden White House issued a 

new, six-pronged 
series of COVID 
mandates, includ-
ing a requirement 
for all employers 
with more than 
100 workers to 
mandate either 
vaccinations or 
weekly tests.

“This is the wrong way to go,” 
Kemp said. “Small business own-
ers already don’t have enough 
people in the workforce, and 
now they’re being asked to be 
the vaccine police.”

Earlier Friday, Biden responded 
to ABC News when asked about 
threats to challenge his vaccine 
measures in court.

“Have at it,” the president said. 
“Look, I am so disappointed that, 
particularly some of the Repub-
lican governors, have been so 
cavalier with the health of these 
kids, so cavalier of the health of 
their communities. We’re playing 
for real here. This isn’t a game.

“It’s the president who’s being 
cavalier about the virus,” Kemp 
responded. “We’re allowing our 
local school superintendents to 
determine what is best for their 
kids. How in the world can Presi-
dent Biden figure out what is best 
for our local schools?”

Read the president’s latest 
six-point COVID plan here.

“I don’t know of any scientist 
out there in this field who doesn’t 
think it makes considerable sense 
to do the six things I’ve suggested,” 
Biden said. “We’ve got to come 
together. … The vast majority of 
the American people know we 
have to do these things.”

Georgia Lt. Gov. Geoff Dun-
can also criticized the presi-
dent’s plan, saying the new man-
dates “only served to harden the 
partisan lines around an issue 
that requires all of us working 
together and not against one 
another. I believe the vaccine 
is safe, effective and the only 

From staff reports

In the grandest display of living 
history, the Tennessee Association 
of Vintage Base Ball (TAoVBB) 
invites the public to the grounds 
of the Clark Park in Ringgold for 
the 2021 Sulphur Dell Cup Cham-
pionship.

Sept. 25-26 travel back in time 
to 1864, as all 10 teams from the 
TAoVBB will take the field in a dis-
play of 1864 era barehanded base 
ball for the chance to hoist the Sul-
phur Dell Cup.

Locally the Chattanooga/North 
Georgia area fields two teams — 
the Lightfoot and Mountain City 
clubs. 

The clubs organized in 2015 and 
play on the parade ground/polo 
field of the former Army Post at Fort 
Oglethorpe (1902-47), on historic 
Barnhardt Circle.

Special to The Messenger/
Catoosa County News

The owners of McLemore have 
confirmed that nearly $188-million 
in bonds have been sold to fund the 
construction of a 245-room lodge, 
conference center and spa along 
the eastern edge of Lookout Moun-
tain, Ga.

Construction on the lodge at 
McLemore will commence in Sep-
tember. Once opened in late 2023, 
the facility will employ more than 300 
full-time, direct employees. Atlanta-
based general contractor New South 
Construction has obtained permits 
for land disturbance, as well as for 
foundations. Chattanooga-based 

GenTech Construction will provide 
construction management services.

McLemore President Duane Hor-
ton noted, “McLemore’s world-class 
team has been together for the bet-
ter part of a decade. This milestone 

is a testament to their commitment 
and perseverance to create a desti-
nation to serve our community and 
guests for generations to come.”

The five-star facility will be a Cu-
rio Collection Hotel by Hilton and 
offer multi-level dining and enter-
tainment terraces, infinity edge pools 
and spas, as well as spaces that blend 
the building with the landscape, in-
cluding a large outdoor events ven-
ue. The completed facility will pro-
vide banquet and meeting space for 
corporate events and weddings, as 
well as on-site lodging for golfers, 
families and couples looking for a 
romantic getaway.

From staff reports

Catoosa County Sheriff’s Office detectives con-
tinue their investigation into alleged road rage 
incidents Monday night, Sept. 6, that ended with 
the shooting death of 34-year-old Jack Pedigo.

Sheriff Gary Sisk said heated words were exchanged 
between Pedigo and Daniel Vaughn about 8:11 p.m. 
Monday while they were on Battlefield Parkway.

An investigation shows that Pedigo followed 
Vaughn and his wife to their home at 236 Elm 
Ave., where another heated exchange of words 
and threats erupted. Pedigo then left Elm Avenue 
and went to his home off of Three Notch Road.

Vaughn called 911 and reported the incident, 
and the Sheriff’s Office placed a “lookout” on 
Pedigo’s vehicle. At about 9:26 p.m. Pedigo re-
turned to 236 Elm Ave. and more heated words 

were exchanged. Vaughn then fired 
a weapon, killing Pedigo.

“This appears to be a tragic event 
that is a result of a couple of strangers who lost 
control of their emotions in a war of words,” 
Sheriff Sisk said.

Sheriff Sisk said that no charges have been 
filed at this time as detectives continue their 
investigation.

Barehanded base ball 
is coming this month

Civil War-era 
games in Ringgold 
on Sept. 25-26

New lodge on Lookout Mountain at 
McLemore to break ground this month

Catoosa Sheriff’s Office investigating alleged 
road rage incidents that ended in fatal shooting

War of 
words

Contributed artist rendering

Construction is expected to begin this 
month on a 245-room lodge, confer-
ence center and spa along the east-
ern edge of Lookout Mountain, Ga
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Mountain City Club team captain John “The Mayor” Hixson takes a swing.

Contributed

Arbiter (umpire) Lee “Rusty” Gates explains the bat toss while Lightfoot ballists Billy “Big Skeet” Bradshaw, Rob 
“The Bear” Baehr and Scott “Smokey” Herpst listen on.
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