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Pine Bower Baptist 
Church will have their 
annual Nativity Scene 
tonight (Wednesday, Dec. 
19) at 6 p.m.  The Nativity 
Scene will be located on 
Hwy 27 South, next to the 
Farmers Store. 

Cedartown First United 
Methodist Church invites 
the community to come 
out and the Christmas 
season with them with 
their opening event of the 
season. They’ll hold their 
annual Blue Christmas 
service on Dec. 23 at 
11 a.m., Christmas Eve 
services at 6 and 11 p.m. 
on Dec. 24, and much 
more through the holiday 
season. Contact the 
church at 770-748-4731 
for more information, or 
visit cedartownfumc.org. 
The church is located at 
the corner of Wissahickon 
Ave. and North College 
Street in Cedartown. 

T h e  R o c k m a r t 
American Legion Post 12 
is beginning collections 
for the 74th annual Empty 
Stocking Fund drive. 
Legion and Auxiliary 
members will be out at 
local businesses collecting 
for this worthy cause in 
the coming weeks, and 
Post 12 is accepting 
applications starting 
last Saturday, Nov. 17 
through Tuesday, Nov. 
27 for needy families in 
the Rockmart-Aragon 
area. Children ages 2-10 
are expected to be served. 
Applications are available 
at Post 12, the Rockmart 
library or Eastside or Van 
Wert Elementary Schools.

See CALENDAR, A12

INSIDE:  Longtime Superior Court Clerk set to retire in January, See Page A6 
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Holiday almost here as Santa ready for 
midnight ride this coming week

Staff reports

Christmas is almost here in Polk 
County, which means that last 
minute preparations are happening 
all over to get ready for the gathering 
of family and friends, and for Santa’s 
big ride. 

So once again this week, readers 
including St. Nick up at the North 
Pole are able to find out what Polk 
County’s little ones want this holiday 
season. Those can be found on Page 
A8 this week as last minute letters 
were turned in as late as last Friday to 

be published in the Standard Journal. 
Additionally, take note that 

this week deadlines are a little 
different. We’re asking all our legal 
and classified customers to please 
have information and payment 
into the Standard Journal office 
by today at noon if they want it in 
the final edition of 2018 to come 
out on Christmas Day for most of 
our customers, and the following 
day for the rest who get the paper 
by mail. 

For those who need to run 
advertising on January 2, 2019, we’re 

also asking they please come in on 
Dec. 26 to place an advertisement. 
Office hours on Christmas Eve will 
be limited from 8 to noon, and we 
won’t open again until Dec. 26 at 
10 a.m. 

Also please note that after New 
Year’s Day, we won’t open again 
until 10 a.m. on Jan. 2. We ask all 
those who want to get an item into 
the paper to plan accordingly, and 
get in touch with us in the office as 
soon as possible. 

Next Tuesday will also see city 
and county offices closed, the courts 

closed, most of the stores around 
town and much more.

Also take note that this weekend’s 
Christmas Back Home concert is 
coming up in Cedartown on Saturday 
starting at 7 p.m., along with plenty 
of other events and services through 
the holidays at local churches. Check 
our community calendar on Page A12 
for a fuller listing of what services 
are happening and when. 

We thank all of our readers for 
their continued support during 
the holidays, and wish all a Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year. 

Staff reports

Children of all ages gathered at 
South Marble Coffee House over the 
weekend for story time in an event 
celebrating the holiday season put 
on by the Polk County Chamber of 
Commerce with the help of H&R Block 
and Oglethorpe Power. 

The occasion was to not just 
celebrate the impending arrival of 
Santa Claus, but also to provide local 
youth with the opportunity to hear 
from a Georgia author who brought 
a Peach State-theme to the 12 days 
of Christmas. 

Susan Rosson Spain took to 
South Marble Coffee House’s stage 
on Saturday to read from her book, 
“The Twelve Days of Christmas in 

Georgia” to a group of children ready 
for storytime for the Chamber’s holiday 
“A Georgia Jingle Jamboree” event 
as the holidays drew close. 

Spain was on hand after the 
reading for a book signing for those 
participating, and the Chamber gave 
out hardcopy editions of Spain’s 
book to those who came to take part. 
Leftover books were being donated 
to local schools and to community 
organizations giving away Christmas 
gifts this year, including Toys for Tots. 

The Chamber was able to provide 
the books thanks to donations from 
Oglethorpe Power, and the event was 
sponsored by H&R Block in Rockmart 
and Cedartown. 

Last Saturday’s event wrapped up 
the year for the Chamber, but there’s 

still plenty to get ready for ahead of 
the New Year. 

Don’t forget the Chamber’s Small 
Business Discount Cards are on sale 
for $10 (see Page A2 for more) with 
the chance for those who purchase 
to win $1,000 in cash, and additional 
chamber events are coming up at the 
start of 2019.

Including the latest Chick-fil-A’s 
January Lunch and Learn coming 
up the first Friday of the month after 
the start of 2019. This coming event 
is the latest in a series sponsored also 
by H&R Block and presented by local 
Chick-fil-A owner Zach Thomas. Lunch 
is provided, and costs are $15 for 
members, and $20 for non-members. 

Celebrating Christmas 
the Georgia way

Leaders 
in Ag 

celebrated 
in 2018

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

All across the county, there’s 
a love and reliance on the land 
that continues to impact life in 
many ways locally. Whether it 
be the men and women who 
pull on their work boots before 
dawn to get out and feed the 
cattle, or those who stay out 
past sundown to make sure 
the crop is harvested on time, 
agriculture remains both a 
passion and job for hundreds 
of people in Polk.

It is no different for the 
family of farmers in Taylorsville 
who this year represent Polk 
County as the Farmer of the 
Year. It’s an honor that Allen 
and Tina Evans are proud to 
hold, but isn’t great cause for 
them to brag. 

They’ve got hundreds of 
acres to manage, and barely 
enough hours in the day to get 
everything done they need to 
do between keeping up the corn 
and cotton crops they plant, or 
caring for the sheep and goats 

Celebrating 
the future of 
Ag in 2018

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Justin Womack loves to be 
outside. 

It’s probably the one reason 
why he is a farmer who went 
off to school and decided it was 
too far away from the fields he 
grew up working in with his 
family, and so came back home. 

Womack, who just a few 
years ago was a senior at 
Cedartown High School walking 
across the stage and getting 
ready to go off to college, is 
now firmly rooted in local soil 
again and about to finish up 
an Associate’s degree in plant 
science Georgia Northwestern 
Technical College. 

He is also the 2018 Young 
Farmer of the Year, and was 
celebrated earlier in the fall by 
family and friends who came to 
the annual banquet organized 
by the Polk County Extension 
Office. A couple months later, 
Womack was found hard at 
work on a variety of projects 
as the family also got ready to 
harvest their cotton, planted 
mainly around their home 
outside of Cedartown, but 
also in spots on Highway 27 
south as well. 

“Its my granddad, my dad 
and me,” Womack said. 

Legion members give back to PCSO’s Toy Express program
By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

Thanks to the Toy 
E x p r e s s  d r i v e  a n d 
American Legion Post 86, 
many Polk families could 
wake up to their biggest 
Christmas ever. 

T h e  c h a r i t y ,  h e l d 
annually by the Polk 
C o u n t y  S h e r i f f ’ s 
Department, already 
benefits hundreds of 
children, but the Legion’s 
recent monetary donation 
means more presents 
under even more trees.

The Legion held a 
dinner and formally 
presented the check to 
Sheriff Johnny Moats 
before their December 
13 meeting. 

While the department is 
always accepting of new, 
unwrapped toy donations, 
receiving money means 
the group can purchase 
items for applicants of 
specific genders and ages 
that have already signed 

up. 
Those interested in 

contributing either can 
contact the Sheriff ’s 
Department at 770-749-
2900 or by visiting at 
1676 Rockmart Highway, 
Cedartown.

The charity met its 
application deadline on 
Dec. 14, but those in need 

of holiday assistance may 
still be able to receive toys 
in the event of leftovers. 

Parents must prove 
custody and need of 
assistance and must not 
be receiving aid from 
another charity- among 
other rules. Any items not 
given away this year will 
instead be saved for next 

year’s Toy Express.
“They can’t sign up 

afterwards, but if they 
come up and they can 
verify that they’ve got 
kids in need, we’ll try to 
help them out,” Moats 
said. “The cutoff is 12 
- its harder to buy for 
teenagers. We will double 
check to make sure 
they’re not receiving aid 
elsewhere. We’ve been 
doing it for about 20 years, 
and we only help families 
from Polk County.”

Approximately 230 
applicants had been 
accepted by the Dec. 13 
meeting, and by Christmas 
day, Moats expects that 
number to rise above even 
last year’s approximately 
270 applicants. 

This wouldn’t be the first 
time Post 86 has contributed 
to a local charity, and the 
group even plans to revive 
their own personal holiday 
drive next year.

See FARMER, A15

See FUTURE, A15

See EVENT, A2

See LEGION, A3

The American Legion Post 86 in Cedartown provided a 
donation for the Polk County Sheriff’s Office annual Toys 
Express program, providing gifts for children during the 
holidays. / Sean Williams

 ♦  Allen and Tina Evans 
named Farmer of the Year, 
serve as examples of 
agriculture in Polk County

 ♦  Outdoor life appeals to 
Justin Womack, the 2018 
Young Farmer of the Year

Storytime took over South Marble Coffee House over this past weekend as Susan Rosson Spain read to local youth 
for “A Georgia Jingle Jamboree” organized by the Polk County Chamber of Commerce. / Kevin Myrick 


