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of Events

Commander Pinkard 
of the American Legion 
Brown-Wright Post 12 
in Rockmart is getting 
ready for their 75th annu-
al Empty Stockings Fund 
drive. Legion members 
and auxiliary will be at 
local businesses collect-
ing for the cause in the 
coming weeks. Addition-
ally, they will be accepting 
applications from now 
and through Decem-
ber 3 for needy fami-
lies in the Rockmart-
Aragon area. Children 
from ages 2 through 
10 are expected to be 
served. Applications can 
be picked up at Post 12, 
the Rockmart library 
or the local elementary 
schools. Donations of 
gifts from the public 
are being collected at 
the Walmart and Tri-
angle in Rockmart on 
November 29, Nov. 30, 
Dec. 7 and Dec. 14 be-
fore the holiday season.

Cedartown’s Christmas 
parade is coming up on 
Saturday, Dec. 7 at 6 p.m. 
on Main Street! This 
year’s theme is “Candy 
Lane” and Carol Craw-
ford is the Grand Mar-
shal.

The Rockmart Com-
munity Chorus will be 
holding their Christmas 
concerts on Saturday, 
December 7 at 7 p.m. 
and Sunday, Dec. 8, at 
2 p.m. at the Rockmart 
Theatre. Tickets are $6 
and can be purchased 
from the Rockmart Cul-
tural Arts Center.

Staff  reports

A celebration of the holiday 
season comes to Rockmart this 
Thursday and weekend with 
the annual Christmas Parade 
and an event in the downtown 
square featuring Ol’ Saint Nick 
himself.

Rockmart’s annual Christ-
mas Parade is taking place on 
Thursday, December 5 starting 
at 6 p.m. with the tree lighting 
in front of the Rockmart His-
tory Museum to follow.

Those who get accepted into 
the parade have an opportuni-
ty to win big with a first place 
prize of $500, a runner-up 
prize of $300, and a third place 
prize of $150. The award will 
be given out in two different 
categories including a church 
category and a school/club/non-
profit category. Commercial 

Staff  reports

The Holiday season has ar-
rived in Polk County, and Ce-
dartown is transforming Main 
Street into Candy Lane for 
the 2019 Christmas Parade.

Come join the fun down-
town at 6 p.m. on Saturday, 
December 7 as thousands 
make their way downtown 
to celebrate with bands, fire 
trucks, floats and more going 
down Main Street.

The parade route will re-
main the same — starting at 
Marietta Street on South Main 
and coming to an end in the 
parking lot behind Popeye’s 
Louisiana Kitchen on North 
Main Street.

Cedartown’s Christmas pa-
rade theme this year is “Can-
dy Lane.”

This year, the parade moved 
from a Thursday night to a Sat-
urday night. Parade organizers 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

The spirit of giving is alive with 
one local club who instead of fussing 
over a Thanksgiving meal during 
their recent lunch meeting took 
time out instead of help another 
organization with a much-need-
ed donation.

Local Rotarians gathered at 
Floyd Polk Medical Center and 
brought with them armloads of 
supplies that are headed to Our 
House Women’s Shelter as Thanks-
giving arrived and the Christmas 
season gets in full swing.

Rotary Club President Deb-
bie Ross said members were in-
spired when representatives from 
the shelter came to speak to the 
group earlier in the year.

“It turned into one of those things 
that we came together and decided 
‘hey we can do that’,” Ross said.

She said the hygiene bags full 
of supplies that might be left be-
hind in an emergency but are still 
needed for daily life are just one 

way the club felt they could give 
back to those running away from 
a bad situation.

Ross said the club plans to turn 
over the hygiene bags made up 
for their holiday gathering at the 
start of next week.

“They gave us a list of what they 
hand out to someone when they 
come into the shelter for the first 
time,” Ross said. “We put togeth-
er several bags for them to make 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick 

@polkstandardjournal.com

More than 75 students 
from a dozen area high 
schools came together 
to show off what they’ve 
learned and gain a chance 
to move onto state compe-
tition in the in the North-
west Georgia Workforce De-
velopment Alliance Skills 
Challenge held in recent 
days in Cedartown.

The Polk County College 
and Career Academy’s Ced-
artown campus also played 

host to area contractors 
who when students are 
done with their education 
at area schools need their 
talent immediately.

Contractors from a va-
riety of fields jumped at 
the chance to sponsor the 
event and bring with them 
recruiting materials for 
youth from schools near 
and far. Those included 
Adairsville High, Carroll-
ton High, Cass High, Chat-
tooga High, Floyd County 
Schools College and Career 
Academy, Gordon Central 
High, North Paulding High, 

Pickens High, Polk County 
College and Career Acad-
emy — Cedartown High, 
Polk County College and 
Career Academy — Rock-
mart High, and Rome High.

Students took part 
in carpentry, electrical, 
plumbing, team work, blue-
print reading and welding 

Staff  reports

Students at Eastside El-
ementary are making im-
provements in testing, but 
the school remains on the 
state’s Targeted Support 
and Improvement list.

The list — put together 
based on 2018-19 school 
year testing data — was 
announced ahead of the 
Thanksgiving holiday by 
the state’s Department of 

Education with the inten-
tion of showing that schools 
continue to make improve-
ments year after year.

Targeted Support and 
Improvement (TSI) schools 
fall into the category for 
either being part of a sub-
group that is consistently 
under performing or being 
listed to provide additional 
targeted support.

Eastside Elementary was 
listed as closing gaps and 

making progress, but did 
not succeed in content mas-
tery, readiness and gradu-
ation rate.

Those TSI schools that 
fall into either consistently 
under performing on test-
ing or need additional sup-
port because of one sub-
group that isn’t mastering 
all the skills on the CCRPI, 
or the College and Career 
Ready Performance Index, 
is the cause for Eastside’s 

inclusion.
It is the only campus in 

the Polk School District 
included in the TSI list, or 
the state’s Comprehensive 
Support and Improvement 
schools list.

The CCRPI score for East-
side Elementary was a 90.90 
on the overall school cli-
mate.

Eastside is one of 57 
schools on the state’s TSI 
list. School districts are 

charged with providing 
supports to TSI schools, 
while the state provides 
professional learning and 
targeted technical assis-
tance.

From 2018 to 2019, the 
state reported that 47 
schools made the neces-
sary improvements to exit 
CSI-lowest 5 percent sta-
tus, CSI-low graduation 

Students at work in Skills Challenge competition

PSD’s Eastside on state TSI list

Rockmart 
Christmas 
Parade 
ahead

Cedartown 
going down 
Candy Lane 
for parade

Kevin Myrick

Rotary members stuffed hygiene bags during their Thanksgiving week meet-
ing on Tuesday, November 26.

Kevin Myrick

Rotary members stuffed hygiene bags during their Thanksgiving week meeting on Tuesday, November 26.

Unwrap the Joy of 
Christmas starting 
on Thursday with 
downtown parade 
and tree lighting

Main Street closing 
down for Saturday 
evening event

Rotary gives back 
during holiday week

See CALENDAR, A10

See HOLIDAY, A8

See PARADE, A6

See ROTARY, A6

See TSI, A13

College and Career Academy 
campus hosts area schools, 
contractors to show off trade skills

Kevin Myrick

Students from schools across Northwest Georgia competed 
in a variety of fields in a Skills Challenge at the Polk County 
College and Career Academy on Tuesday, November 19.

See SKILLS, A13


