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Area Calendar 

of Events

The Cedartown Farmer’s 
Market has a new loca-
tion and time for the 2019 
season. Market-goers are 
invited to come out to the 
corner of Ware and South 
Main Street in Cedartown 
starting on Tuesday, June 
18 from 1 to 5 p.m. Addi-
tional dates and times will 
be forthcoming. Contact 
Five Cedars Farm to par-
ticipate at 678-246-1216 to 
learn more about becom-
ing a vendor.

Crossfactor Church in 
Rockmart is hosting a 
three-day celebration to 
mark their official open-
ing weekend coming up 
June 21 through June 23. 
The church located at 1057 
Nathan Dean Bypass in 
Rockmart will start with 
Friday night worship at 
7 p.m., a Saturday at 7 p.m. 
evening with Bishop Alana 
Mushegan, Pastor of East 
West Church, and 10 a.m. 
services on Sunday with 
Pastor Todd Williams. All 
are welcome to join next 
to the Walgreens and Lit-
tle Caesars in the Triangle 
Shopping Center.

Rockmart First UMC 
and Rockmart Presby-
terian are having a joint 
VBS, June 17 through 
June 21st, 2019, 9 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. “Jesus, My 
Friend” is the theme. 
Songs, Skits, Bible Sto-
ries, Art and Crafts for 
children age 3 through 
5th grade. All VBS activ-
ities will be at Rockmart 
First UMC. Call RFUMC 
office, 770-684-6251 or 
Rockmart Presbyterian 
Church office, 770-684-
6289, for more infor-
mation.

Staff  reports

A Polk County man was in the 
hospital recovering from bullet 
wounds last week after gunfire 
erupted on Hardy Avenue.

Detectives marked the loca-
tion of more than 40 shell cas-
ings in the 500 block of Hardy 
Avenue and officers remained on 
the scene conducting a forensic 
investigation through the night 
on June 12.

According to Rome Assistant 
Police Chief Debbie Burnett:

The incident started about 
5 p.m. Wednesday, June 12 when 
police were notified that a person 
who had been shot in the back 
was driving to the hospital. Offi-

cers found the man — identified 
as 21-year-old Qualin Finley of 
Polk County — and the vehicle 
at the Market on Second Avenue 
gas station.

Scanner traffic from the scene 
indicated Finley had been shot 
in both shoulders. Burnett said 
he was taken to the hospital and 
his condition was listed as stable.

The vehicle had multiple bullet 
holes and investigators determined 
the shooting happened on Hardy 
Avenue. Shell casings were found 
strewn along the 500-block and 
investigators were continuing to 
process the scene late Wednesday.

Burnett said the shooter or 
shooters were unknown as of 
last week following the shoot-

ing. Anyone with information 
is encouraged to call the Rome 

Police Department at 706-238-
5111.

Gunfire erupts on Hardy 
Ave.; Polk man shot

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandard-

journal.com

The Rockmart City 
Council gave their OK 
in a 3-0 vote to allow for 
the Northwest Georgia 
Housing Authority to have 
conditional use for zon-
ing purposes to move for-
ward with projects at two 
old schools, though they’ll 
have to follow some stip-
ulations in the process.

Rockmart City Attor-
ney Mike McRae said 
concerns voiced during 
the city council’s regu-
lar session on June 11 
and subsequent tabling 
of the request prompted 
a follow-up special called 
session of the council to 
address those issues in 
approval of the measure.

Additional community 
input meetings will be 
required of the Northwest 
Georgia Housing Author-
ity to better communicate 
plans for development of 
the Elm Street School and 
Euharlee School prop-
erties into a pair of new 
developments for low 
income and senior resi-
dences. Also, McRae said 
the council’s approval is 
also stipulated on plans 
being available for public 
view ahead of any con-
struction, and the oppor-
tunity for comments to 
be submitted for further 
review.

McRae said that “these 
conditions must be met 
before a building permit 
will be issued” to begin 
construction on the proj-
ect.

”What happens at this 
stage is the zoning for the 
potential use of the proj-
ect,” he further explained. 

He added the commu-
nity input from neighbors 
around the project gave 
rise to the need to include 
stipulations, which the 
Northwest Georgia Hous-
ing Authority agreed to 
without issue. 

Rockmart’s Director of 
Community Development 
Stacey Smith also laid out 
additional details about 
the project. The number 
of units is currently set for 
25 units to be renovated 
and made available for 
rent through the Housing 
Authority at the former 
Euharlee School build-
ing, and an additional 50 
units will be opened up 
at the Elm Street School 
once all renovations are 
complete. 

Staff  reports

The home of Phil and Dale Tuck 
has played a setting for film crews 
before, when they hosted “Black 
Mountain” inside and out of their 
property back in 2015. Now it is 
their historic log cabin that will 
be on the large screen in months 
to come.

Student director Seth Ingram of 
Georgia State University spent time 
in Cedartown and the surrounding 
area completing production of his 
Master’s thesis project titled “Tate’s 
Hell” in a re-telling of a Florida-
based legend on how a state forest 

got its name.
Ingram’s film is an abstract narra-

tive fictional piece that is set in the 
1870s and focuses on Cebe Tate, a 
simple-minded hog farmer who set-
tled remote forest land and swamp. 
In a description provided to the 
city, Ingram’s request for filming 
included that the story “offers a 
moral reflection that exposes how 
human self-perception brings on 
mental and physical anxieties.”

The West John Hand Road cabin 
was the perfect setting for the Tate 
homestead and city permission was 
required and granted in order for 
the production to be able to utilize 

intermittent traffic control. Addi-
tional support locally was also pro-
vided by attorney Chuck Morris, who 
acted as a production coordinator.

Tate’s Hell State Forest, located 
in the area around Carrabelle in 
between the Apalachicola and Och-
lockonee rivers, and the legend of 
how it got it’s name mainly focuses 
around Cebe Tate’s venture into the 
swampy area where the two rivers 
empty out into the Gulf of Mexico 
on the Florida panhandle.

Local lore recounts how Tate 
went into the swamp adjoining his 

Staff reports

It is one of those stories 
sometimes found on Face-
book that brings a smile 
to the face and pulls at the 
heartstrings.

During recent days, offi-
cers from the Rockmart 
Police Department took time 
out to climb up a ladder and 
restore a basketball goal back 
to regulation in an effort to 
help out a young man on the 
west side of town.

Rockmart Police Chief 
Randy Turner shared the 
story online on the police 
department’s Facebook and 
later on provided additional 
details that brought about 
a happy moment for one 
Adrian Payton.

“The basketball net started 
as a citizen, who wishes 
to not be named, came to 
me with the net,” Turner 
explained.

The anonymous donor 
had watched Payton playing 
basketball at home on Pearl 
Street and asked if he could 

provide him with a new net.
“I presented it to the offi-

cers during a training class at 
the PD and Officers Daniel 

Jones, Jerry Amos and Jona-
than Fuller were all excited 
and eager to ride with me 
to replace the net,” Turner 

explained.
However, Turner said the 

whole encounter went much 
deeper than just the net.

“The conversation I had 
with his mother and grand-
mother was wonderful for all 
involved,” Turner said. “The 
grandmother said she was 

Cedartown hosts 
student film

Rockmart cops lend helping hand to youth

Rockmart 
Council 
votes OK 
on NWGA 
housing 
request

Lauren Jones Hillman

Director Seth Ingram consults with cast member Daniel Murchland and makeup artist Azya Rogers.

Rockmart Police went out to 
a Pearl Street home to help 
install a newly donated net 
for Adrian Payton.

See CALENDAR, A10

Contributed by Rockmart Police

Adrian Payton stands with Officer Daniel Jones after getting 
a new basketball net during a June 12 visit to his home on 
Pearl Street in Rockmart. The net was donated by an anony-
mous citizen.

Ross Rogers

Police question potential witnesses Wednesday at the Market on Second 
Avenue gas station where a man who was shot on Hardy Avenue was picked 
up by emergency responders.

See HELP, A7See COUNCIL, A2

See FILM, A6


