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From staff  reports

Tallapoosa Circuit Drug 
Court held its 36th gradu-
ation ceremony at the Ha-
ralson County Courthouse 
on Aug. 4, presided over 
by Chief Judge Meng Lim.

Graduates Dillin H. and 
Ashley B. were honored at 
the ceremony for complet-
ing the requirements of the 
program and becoming its 
109th and 110th graduates.

Lydia Goodson, Execu-
tive Director of Mosaic 
Place, an addiction recovery 
support center located in 
Cedartown, was the guest 
speaker for the event. Ms. 
Goodson self identifies as a 
person in long term recovery 
and is a Certified Addiction 
Recovery Empowerment 
Specialist (CARES), a rec-
ognized credential for the 
Department of Behavioral 
Health and Developmental 
Disability. She concluded 
her speech with “ the best 
is yet to come”.

Court Coordinator Vann 
Blankenship reports “since 
its inception in February 
2004 the Tallapoosa Cir-
cuit Drug Intervention Pro-
gram ( Drug Court) has 
been a unique partnership 
between the criminal jus-
tice system and our com-
munity. Through judicial 
guidance, treatment, com-
munity supervision and 
community support the Tal-
lapoosa Drug Intervention 
Program seeks to reduce 
recidivism rates of those 
living with substance use 
disorder and other underly-
ing challenges in the least 
restrictive environment.

“We seek to promote in-
dividual responsibility and 
reintegration to our com-
munity as productive mem-
bers by assisting our par-
ticipants in identification 
and removal of barriers to 
their recovery. To do this, 
a team was formed from 
representatives from the 
District Attorney’s office, 
Public Defender’s office, 
Department of Commu-
nity Supervision, mental 
health and substance use 
treatment providers, and 

DFCS all led by a presid-
ing judge. Each stepping 
beyond their traditional 
roles for the common goal 
of recovery.”

Some requirements the 
two graduates met while in 
the program were main-
taining full-time employ-
ment, paying supervision 
fees, abiding by curfew, at-
tending community support 
meetings, serving commu-
nity service hours, attend-
ing treatment three days a 

week, preparing for their 
GED if they do not have 
a diploma, attending two 
court session per month, 
and performing up to 25 
drug screens per month.

The length of the pro-
gram is a minimum of 24 
months with most extend-
ing beyond for additional 
services to ensure sustain-
ability of their recovery. It 
is a strenuous and demand-
ing program that provides 
the participants hope and 

opportunity for a life with-
out substances.

Judge Lim concluded the 
ceremony by presenting 
both graduates, surround-
ed by family and friends, 
with certificates of comple-
tion Special thanks were 
extended to the Polk and 
Haralson County Commis-
sioners for their support 
as well as Rudy’s Street 
Food, located in Cedar-
town, who provided tacos 
for the ceremony.

NOTICE OF GENERAL 

MUNICIPAL ELECTION 

AND CANDIDATE QUALIFYING

Notice is hereby given that a General Municipal 

Election for the City of Aragon will be held for 

the office(s) of City Council (2) At Large on: 

November 2nd, 2021

Polls will be open from 7:00 AM to 7:00 PM

A Runoff Election, if needed, will be

 held November 30th, 2021.

CANDIDATE QUALIFYING TO BE HELD: 

The Polk County Administration Annex 

144 West Avenue Cedartown, Georgia 30125 

on the following dates:

August 16th-August 19th 9:00 AM- 5:00 PM

August 20th 9:00 AM-12 NOON

Qualifying Fee for City Council: $36.00

The last day to register and be eligible to vote 

for this election will be October 4th, 2021.

       

   Brande Coggins,

   Director of Elections
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Tallapoosa Circuit Drug Court 
celebrates new graduates

Find the latest breaking news online 
at polkstandardjournal.com.

Rockmart gallery hosts 
‘Wonders of Wood’ reception

Sundi Carter examines some of the pieces by Danny 
Garner that are on display at the Rockmart Cultural Arts 
Center during a reception Saturday, Aug. 7.

Jeremy Stewart

Woodturner Bill Sheridan (left) and Carolyn Nelson talk 
while standing next to a display of Joe Maddox carvings 
during the Rockmart Cultural Arts Center reception for the 
“Wonders of Wood” exhibit Saturday, Aug. 7.

above: Artisan Chadwick Bentley 
examines one of his pieces in the 

Rockmart Cultural Arts Center gallery 
during the “Wonders of Wood: Carvings 

and Turnings” exhibit reception on 
Saturday, Aug. 7. The exhibit features 

several pieces of every shape and size. It 
is on display through Aug. 26. right: 

Nick Cook gives a woodturning demon-
stration during the Rockmart Cultural 

Arts Center reception for the “Wonders 
of Wood” exhibit Saturday, Aug. 7. Far 

right: Works by local artisan Lee 
Simpkins from the collection of Pat 

and Russell Houser on display at the 
RCAC gallery.


