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Young 
Artists

This artwork is from Red 
Bud Middle School eighth-
grader Paige Thurman.

This artwork is from Red 
Bud Middle School sixth-
grader Layla Norris.

The Calhoun Times is looking to fea-

ture student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork can 

be emailed to Managing Editor Spen-

cer Lahr at SLahr@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter them. 

Also, be sure to include the name of 

the student, their grade and the 

school they attend.

By Doug Walker
DWalker@RN-T.com

Ball packaging has agreed to pur-
chase the nearly 67-acre Gordon 
County-Floyd County Joint Devel-
opment Authority-owned Northwest 
Regional Industrial Park off Ga. 53 
in Shannon for $25,000 an acre.

That works out to a total between 
$1.6 million and $1.7 million. The com-
pany has 120 days of due diligence to 
exercise its option to buy the entire park 
and then 30 days to close on the sale.

Chris Grimsley, director of plant 
operations for Ball, said the com-
pany has no specific plans for the 

property at this time.
“We’re just looking for potential 

growth in the future. It’s been a good 

25 years in Rome and hopefully we 
will continue that down the road,” 
Grimsley said.

The company’s operations north-
east of Rome have been expanding.

In 2016, the company received 
a $40 million bond package from 
the Rome-Floyd County Develop-
ment Authority for an expansion 
of the primary canning plant off 
Hermitage Road. It also has ware-
house space at the intersection of 
Burlington and Ga. 53 in the Shan-
non area.

The large industrial park, known 
at one time as the Star Fields softball 
complex, was purchased in 1997 by 
the Gordon County-Floyd County 
Joint Development Authority at a 
time when the state was pushing 
multi-jurisdictional partnerships 
and offering special tax incentives 
for joint projects.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Three years ago when 
Haley Stephens started 
feeding the homeless, 
he learned of alarming 
statistics regarding pov-
erty rates in both Geor-
gia and Gordon County. 
Soon after, he discovered 
affordable housing was a 
major contributing factor.

Surprised by the 
shockingly high rates 
of poverty, Stephens 
and a few friends went 
about researching how 
to make housing more 
affordable, reading legal 
documents, housing 
requirements and get-
ting involved with local 
governments. During his 
research, Stephens dug 
up the fact that in 2002, 
poverty rates increased 
from less than 10 per-
cent in Gordon County 
to up to 30 percent and 
that Gordon County cur-
rently ranks 93rd in the 
state for poverty, which 
he found astonishing.

The significance of 
2002 was that during 
that year, housing reg-
ulations were changed 
from a minimum of 360 
square feet to 800 square 
feet, which made hous-
ing more expensive and 
prevented lower-income 
families and individu-
als from building smaller 
homes.

Stephens, along with 
others, saw a major prob-
lem in this requirement, 
especially with regards to 
people who can’t afford to 
build their own houses, 
buy or even rent smaller 
homes.

Hence, Tiny House 
Hand Up Inc. was born. 
The nonprofit is dedi-
cated to promote aware-
ness for affordable hous-
ing and encourage locals 
to pursue cheaper hous-
ing options.

“We have a goal of rais-
ing $100,000 and build-
ing three tiny homes with 
that money,” Stephens 
said. “One will be an 
example for people to 
see what a tiny house is 
and the other two will be 
for emergency purposes.”

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

As a part of one of their many proj-
ects, the Calhoun Aquatic Center hosted 
both Gordon County and Calhoun fire 
departments as they partnered together 
to train rookie firefighters for their 
diving certifications on Monday.

“We don’t want it to be their first time 
in a real-life situation,” said Gordon 
County training officer Nathan Say-
lors. “If they’re at a house and fall into 
a small pond or swimming pool or any-
thing like that, they need to know how 
they can save themselves and get out.”

Both departments train new firefight-
ers on water safety, and on Monday, 
four rookies practiced techniques for 
floating in water while in full-gear uni-
forms. When dry, the gear adds 60-80 
pounds, Saylors said, so if they ever 
fall into water, there’s an additional 
weight that could make them sink if 
they don’t know how to float.

“The uniform is designed to have 
air in between it because heat has to 
pass through air to get to our bodies,” 
Saylors said. “So we use our gear as 
a floating device. Essentially, if you 
can ball up, the tighter you can get 
the more air you can trap.”

Saylors said he and the city trainer, 
Chris Cox, also teach firefighters how to 
take off their equipment in the water, 
because eventually air will start to 
escape from their uniform.

“It’s definitely something every fire-
fighter needs training in, it’s a very 
real possibility (of falling in),” Cox 
said. “Luckily with these guys so early 
in their career they get training early 
so they understand it and continue to 
do it the years of their career.”

Both Cox and Saylors said firefight-
ers are glad to have this training, even 
though they might be skeptical at first. 
Once they’ve worked through the safety 

techniques, the trainers say they feel 
much more prepared to float if they 
happen to fall into a body of water.

According to Saylors, the Gordon 
County hasn’t had an incident when 
a firefighter has fallen into water for 
a couple of years, but they always try 
to be prepared for every circumstance.

And Calhoun Chief Human Resources 
Officer Michelle Griffith said invit-
ing the fire departments to train their 
firefighters at the Aquatic Center, at 
106 Yellow Jacket Drive, is only one 
of the ways the CAC is trying to build 
their community base.

Over the past five or so years that 
the center has been open, they’ve been 
trying to grow and be a resource for the 
community, trying to bring in as many 
people as they can through their doors.

In December 2018, they opened a 
warm water therapy pool and started 
working with Integrated Therapy, invit-

ing patients to come in and work with 
therapists in the new pool.

And in addition to this new addition 
to the pool, Griffith said they have tried 
to offer more educational events and 
outreach during warmer months. They 
host the Calhoun Middle and High 
School swim teams and a club swim 
team as well as a club water polo team.

Though the CAC is based on the Cal-
houn Middle and High School Campus 
and is owned by the Calhoun Board of 
Education, it is open to the public, which 
Griffith said not many people know. 
But anyone who is interested in join-
ing the center can get a membership.

“People come from Bartow, Floyd, 
Whitfield, and other counties,” Griffith 
said. “I think people think since it sits 
on this campus, that it’s something 
they don’t have access to.”

Aquatic Center opens 
for firefighters’ training
Earlier this week, the Aquatic Center invited county and city firefighters to practice 
techniques for floating, one of many efforts of reaching out to the community.

‘A hand 
up, not 
a hand 
out’ 

On Monday, firefighters from both the Calhoun and Gordon County Fire Departments were working on earning their diving 
certifications and practiced techniques to use should they accidentally fall into water while on the job. / Alexis Draut

A young firefighter simulates accidentally falling into a body of water during train-
ing where Calhoun City and Gordon County firefighters were earning their diving 
certifications on Monday. / Alexis Draut

 ♦ The company is mum on 
its plans for developing the 
property.

An aerial image of the joint Gordon County-Floyd County Northwest Indus-
trial Park in Shannon. / Courtesy Rome Floyd Chamber

Ball agrees to buy joint industrial site in Shannon

See POOL, A5

 ♦ Tiny House Hand 
Up Inc., which 
raises awareness 
surrounding 
affordable housing, 
will benefit from a 
concert featuring 
Rumours, a tribute 
band from Atlanta.

See CONCERT, A9

Use the 
classifieds. Call  

706-629-2231 to 
place your ad to 

reach all of 
Gordon County.

See JOINT, A8


