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Young 
Artists

By Anayeli Segura, a 12th-
grader at Gordon Central 
High School

By Marissa Self, a 10th-
grader at Gordon Central 
High School

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork 

can be emailed to Managing Editor 

Daniel Bell at DBell@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter 

them. Also, be sure to include the 

name of the student, their grade 

and the school they attend.

People equal ‘money, power’

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Mandy Maloney, a partnership specialist with 
the U.S. Census Bureau’s Atlanta Regional Cen-
sus Center, listed off Thursday some of the vari-
ous things the census being conducted this year 
will impact: government representation, district 

determinations, state and federal funding, grant 
considerations, money for schools and roads.

“There are a billion ways those numbers are 
used. But you guys know how important it is,” 
Maloney said while speaking to the monthly 
meeting of the Northwest Georgia Regional 
Commission in Calhoun.

She emphasized the importance of not only par-

ticipating in the census, a resident count that only 
happens every 10 years, but of encouraging every-
one else to make sure they get counted as well, re-
gardless of status. She noted that in Floyd County, 
where she lives, about 74 percent of residents filled 
out and mailed the census form last time around. 
But that meant about 26 percent of the residents 
there had to be visited by workers, she said, and it’s 
hard to know if you accurately counted everyone.

What isn’t hard to know is the importance of 
participating in the census.

 ♦ A regional partnership specialist from the U.S. Census Bureau spoke to 
members of the Northwest Georgia Regional Commission this week.

Fugitive 
arrested 
after armed 
standoff

 ♦ The incident began 
with a missing person 
case, and charges 
include false 
imprisonment. 

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

A Calhoun man already want-
ed on warrants was arrested on 
multiple charges after deputies 
say he held a woman against her 
will and then forced an armed 
standoff when they surrounded 
his home.

According to a 
press release from 
the Gordon Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office 
and jail records, 
Philip Manning 
Neal II, 36, of 144 
Laurel Place, was 
arrested Monday 
and charged with 
a probation viola-
tion, battery — family violence, 
two counts of aggravated assault, 
false imprisonment, possession 
of a firearm by a felon and pos-
session of a firearm during the 
commission of a felony.

The case began when Kayla 
Silvers was reported missing 
Monday morning. A family 
member said she had last been 
seen on Friday afternoon.

Deputies soon learned that 
Neal was likely responsible and, 
after learning he was already 
wanted for a probation violation 
(original charge: possession of 
methamphetamine with intent 
to distribute), surrounded his 
home on Dews Pond.

Deputies located Neal hid-
ing under the home and he told 
them Silvers was with him and 
that he had a gun. Eventually 
Silvers was released, and after 
about 30 to 45 minutes of “tense 
negotiations,” Neal surrendered.

By Kelcey Caulder
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

The Gordon County 
Schools Board of Educa-
tion approved a new cal-
endar for the 2020-2021 
academic year and decided 
to move forward with work 
on two potential Education 
Local Option Sales Tax 
(ELOST) projects, includ-
ing the development of a 
Sonoraville High School 
baseball field and repav-
ing at the district trans-
portation complex.

The two projects would 
be paid for with remaining 
funds in the existing ELOST 
budget, which, according to 
Superintendent Kimberly 
Fraker, are estimated to 

be approximately $2 mil-
lion after all collections are 
made. She said that num-
ber was on the “low end” 
and the total could be sig-
nificantly higher.

From those funds, Fraker 
said an estimated $150,000-
$250,000 would go toward 
paving areas that need work 
at the transportation com-

plex. A more complete over-
haul and repaving would 
cost closer to $2 million 
and was decided against 
by the board.

The cost estimate for cre-
ating a new baseball field for 
high school player use at So-
noraville High School ranges 
from $450,000-$500,000 
up to $600,000. This would 

not include things any new 
restroom facilities or simi-
lar add-ons and would re-
quire renovating the exist-
ing school field, which is 
currently used by the Red 
Bud Middle School team, 
rather than constructing 
an entirely new one.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Calhoun City Schools hosted its 
first meeting of the year on Tuesday 
to discuss the system’s 2020-2025 
Five Year Strategic Plan, and Super-
intendent Michele Taylor explained 

that feedback from the participants 
of the event will be used to further 
shape the plan that was discussed.

“It’s fluid. It’s not a plan we put 
on the shelf,” Taylor said.

Deb Page, president of the Institute 
for Performance Improvement, led 
the event Tuesday, walking a room 

packed full of educators and commu-
nity members through the plan and 
asking groups to talk about what the 
contents of the plan mean to them and 
how they see goals being achieved.

Themes that repeatedly surfaced 
included training students to be life-
long learners, competing with tech for 

student attention, preparing students 
to be able to adapt and overcome prob-
lems, and developing so-called soft 
skills such as dressing appropriately, 
being on time and being concerned 
about and active in one’s community.

County BOE approves 2020-21 calendar

Calhoun City Schools hosts 5-year planning meeting

Contributed 

Kristi Langham, school nurse at Red Bud Middle School, was named the Gordon County Schools 2nd Mile Award 
winner for December.

 ♦ Members also 
discussed two ELOST 
projects, including a 
new baseball field for 
Sonoraville High 
School. 

Philip 
Manning 

Neal II

Contributed 

Rosellen Burns was named Gordon County Schools’ Community Connection Award 
winner on Monday evening.

See ELOST, A9

See PLAN, A9

See CENSUS, A9


