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Young 
Artists

Photo by Brayden Land, an 
eighth-grader at Red Bud 
Middle School

Photo by Libby Fox, an 
eighth-grader at Red Bud 
Middle School

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork 

can be emailed to Managing Editor 

Daniel Bell at DBell@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter 

them. Also, be sure to include the 

name of the student, their grade 

and the school they attend.

Note to 
Readers
You can now find our office 

at 210 South King St., Suite 

D, in downtown Calhoun. We 

are open from 8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. Monday through Friday. 

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

A teacher’s influence can reach 
well beyond the individual students 
they see on a daily basis. This was 
the message delivered by Stan-
ley Leone, keynote speaker during 
the Calhoun City Schools teacher 
assembly ahead of the new school 
year, which begins next Thursday.

Leone, who grew up in a violent 

home, was abused and at one point 
homeless during his youth and act-
ed out by using drugs and embrac-
ing violence, told the teachers and 
staff of the school system that he 
had recently got engaged and that 
his wife and future children and 
grandchildren will have a better 
life because of the impact of sev-
eral teachers in his life.

“So when you have 20 kids sit-
ting in your classroom, they don’t 
just represent 20 opportunities to 
make a difference. They represent 
generations and generations of op-
portunities,” Leone said.

One such educator who changed 
his life for the better was a leadership 
teacher named Monda Simmons. 

 ♦ Calhoun City Schools’ 
theme for the new school year 
is LAUNCH — which stands 
for Love Always, Understand 
Needs, Capture Hearts.

Free classes 
offered to 
fulfill VAC 
Christmas 
Program 
requirements
By Kelcey Caulder
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

The Gordon County Voluntary 
Action Center and the Gordon 
County Family Connection are 
partnering to offer free classes 
on banking basics, effective 
communication, parenting and 
more beginning Tuesday, Sept. 
3. The classes are intended to 
fulfill the class component of 
the VAC’s Christmas Program, 
according to Gordon County 
Family Connection Coordina-
tor Vickie McEntire, but are 
also open to other members 
of the public.

The Christmas Program is 
held annually and provides 
Christmas assistance to low-
income families. To qualify 
families must live in Gordon 
County, provide proof of in-
come or food stamps benefit 
letter, complete an application 
in person at the Voluntary 
Action Center, have custody 
of a child or children under 
the age of 18, and attend one 
community education class.

In addition to providing for 
the children of each qualifying 
family, the program provides 
families with a Christmas meal 
box and a gift certificate to a 
local grocery store. In 2018, 
toys and clothing were pro-
vided to 750 children across 
Gordon County.

“We are offering two pages 
worth of classes for parents 
this year,” McEntire said at 
Thursday’s Gordon County 
Interagency Council Meeting. 
“They are just one hour at a 
time and parents can choose 
which one they want to go to. 
These are also offered to the 
public. You don’t have to qual-
ify for the Christmas program 
to go to these classes, but you 
do need to register because 
some of them have a limit.”

By Kelcey Caulder
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

Kyle Johnson, a certified 
public accountant who has 
worked in Calhoun in some 
fashion since 1996 and grew 
up visiting his grandparents 
in the Sonoraville area, re-
cently moved his practice 
from its long-standing loca-
tion at 264 Highway 53 to a 
new spot at 209 Peters St.

The move, he said, brought 
with it “the winds of change,” 
just as his purchase of Ralston 
and Associates had in 2002.

“I purchased the practice 
on May 1 in 2002, which is 
the day the tornado came 
through town,” Johnson said. 
“It just so happened that my 
grandmother, who was still 
alive at that time, was living 
in the area and I spent my 
very first day checking on her 

to make sure she was okay.”
Before May 2002, John-

son interned with and later 
managed the Calhoun office 
of Ralston and Associates. 
He first took that position 
in 1996, just five years after 
graduating from the Univer-
sity of West Georgia with a 
double major in economics 
and accounting.

Johnson reflects on time in 
Calhoun after office move

LAUNCHing into new year

Julia McKinney 

Kyle Johnson recently moved his practice from its long-standing 
location at 264 Highway 53 to a new spot at 209 Peters St.
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Daniel Bell

Superintendent Michele Taylor talks to students during Calhoun City Schools’ 
LAUNCH event on Thursday.see SCHOOL, a9

see JOHNSON, a10

see COUNCIL, a9

Above: Logan Hunter, a kindergartner in Mrs. Bowman’s 
class at Belwood Elementary, shows off his handwriting 
skills on the first day of school Thursday. Right: Mrs. 
Childress addresses her sixth grade students on the first 
day of school Thursday. Below: Students at Sonoraville 
High School make their way between classes during the 
first day of school.

Above: Belwood Elementary School teacher Mrs. Shipley 
talks to her fifth grade class on the first day of school 
Thursday. Left: Sonoraville High School’s Coach Farley 
talks to his class of seniors on Thursday.

Photos by Julia McKinney

First Day for County Schools


