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By Jordan Mooney
JMooney@WalkerMessenger.com

On Friday, May 24, the Fort Ogletho-
rpe Kiwanis Club became acquainted with 
J.B. Gaskins, president and CEO of Blood 
Assurance.

After lunch at Park Place Restaurant on 
Lafayette Road, Gaskins introduced himself 
and shared some of the things that have 
motivated him in his career, as well as the 
needs that Blood Assurance has.

Blood Assurance has a donation center at 
2720 Lafayette Road in Fort Oglethorpe that 
serves the greater Northwest Georgia area.

“I got into blood banking by sheer acci-
dent,” Gaskins said. “I also believe it was 
part of my destiny. And every time I ques-
tion my life, I remember that God has a 
hand in what’s happening in my life.”

Gaskins began his blood banking career in 
1979 as a part-time phlebotomist in Gaines-
ville, Florida, while he was attending col-
lege. Past that point, he moved up in the 
company, spending a few years as a donor 
recruiter, regional director, and executive 
director before he became vice president 
in 2001.

Blood Assurance CEO J.B. Gaskins 
addresses Fort Oglethorpe Kiwanis

By Adam Cook
ACook@CatoosaNews.com

The Catoosa County Sher-
iff’s Office has identified a 
body found in South Chicka-
mauga Creek to be that of a 
missing Ringgold man.

According to Sheriff Gary 
Sisk, on Saturday, May 25, 
at about 12:50 p.m., the 
Catoosa County Sheriff’s 
Office was contacted about a 
body being discovered in the 
South Chickamauga Creek 
near Graysville Road.

The body was identified as 
30-year-old Matthew Edward 
Scruggs of 69 ME Arnold 
Circle in Ringgold.

Sisk said via press release 
Tuesday, May 28, that Scruggs 
drove to the Tri-State Steele 
& Drum property to go fish-
ing on Wednesday, May 22, 
in a vehicle he was planning 
to purchase. The vehicle was 
later located on the property 
by the Sheriff’s Office.

“On Saturday evening, 
May 25, 2019, a family mem-
ber contacted the Sheriff’s 
Office to report Mr. Scruggs 
missing, and that is when 
the identity of the body 
was determined to be Mr. 
Scruggs,” Sisk said.

The body was taken to the 
Georgia Bureau of Investiga-
tion’s Crime Lab for an autopsy.

Sisk said there were no 
obvious signs of injury.

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Catoosa County Habitat 
for Humanity is holding a 
public meeting in mid-June 
to explore the possibility 
of expanding into Walker 
County.

Penny Mahon, executive 
director of Catoosa Habitat, 
says Habitat International 
contacted her about the fea-
sibility of including Walker 
County in what they offer. 
“I love the idea,” she says. “I 
get a lot of calls from peo-
ple in Walker County look-
ing for help with housing.”

Each Habitat is an inde-
pendent organization, says 
Mahon. “We all come under 
the mother umbrella of 
Habitat International. They 
charter us and offer a lot 
of practical support, but 
we find our own projects, 
raise our own funds and 
operate independently of 
any other Habitat.”

Mahon says there would 
be many advantages to hav-
ing one Habitat organiza-
tion serving two counties. 
“This would give us some 
real advantages and save 
money. We would still only 
need one insurance pol-
icy, one office, one Habi-
tat International member-
ship. Our critical repair and 
cleanup programs would 
not need to be duplicated, 
only expanded.”

While Habitat’s primary 
focus is on building new 
affordable housing, they 
are increasingly helping in 
other ways, Mahon says. 
Their “Re-Habitat Critical 
Repair” and “Community 
Cleanup” programs help 
improve existing hous-

ing and properties, and 
Mahon says local Habi-
tats are encouraged to keep 
informed about everything 
from housing options and 
costs to programs to help 
with utilities and food. 
“Habitat International urges 
us to network with other 
nonprofits to help however 
we can. I often connect peo-
ple with churches and pro-

grams that can help with 
needs that Habitat can’t 
address.”

Whether or not Catoosa 
Habitat expands into 
Walker County, says 
Mahon, depends on how 
much the community is 
interested and willing to 
get involved.

From staff reports

 ♦ Meeting about expand-
ing into Walker County: June 
13, 6:30 p.m. at Lafayette/
Walker County Library, 305 
S. Duke St.

 ♦ Catoosa Habitat was 
established in 1991 by com-
munity members concerned 
about a lack of affordable 
housing.

 ♦ Catoosa Habitat funds 
no-interest mortgages for the 
people they build homes for.

 ♦ Catoosa Habitat keeps 
costs down through dona-
tions, buying practical acces-
sories for houses, keeping 
house sizes modest, and 
depending on volunteer labor.

 ♦ Catoosa Habitat just fin-
ished building its 18th home 
and is about to begin its 19th.

 ♦ Catoosa Habitat has built 
a number of homes to accom-
modate wheel chairs and 
other special needs.

 ♦ People getting a Habitat 
home must invest at least 
300 hours of “sweat equity” 
in the building of their home 
(work or if they are unable to 
work, “social sweat equity” in 
the form of things like thank-
ing helpers and handing out 
water to workers).

 ♦ People getting a Habitat 
home must take a class in 
managing personal finances 
and in maintaining a home.

 ♦ People getting a Habitat 
home are assigned a family 
nurturer to help them navi-
gate their new role as home-
owners.

GROWING HABITAT
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Staff reports

Catoosa County: Six 
inspections earned a per-
fect score during the week 
of May 23-29. Nine restau-
rants earned between 90 and 
99, while two restaurants 
scored between 80 and 89.

Walker County: For the 
week of May 23-29, there 
were no inspections.

Catoosa County

Las Fiesta, Inc. D/B/A 
Fiesta Mexicana #15

110 Kristin Drive, Ringgold
Inspection date: May 23
Score: 91
Inspection notes: Observed 

salsa sitting out on trays at 
room temperature at 54 
degrees Fahrenheit. Salsa 
in reach-in cooler was 46-47 
degrees Fahrenheit.

Lake Winnie Water 
Park — Winnie 500 Slide

1730 Lakeview Drive, 
Rossville

Inspection date: May 23
Score: 100

Catoosa County Habitat for Humanity

Catoosa County Habitat for Humanity hopes to expand 
into Walker County where they can help more people with 
not only their new homes program but with programs that 
repair critical problems with existing homes.

Jordan Mooney

J.B. Gaskins spoke to the Fort Oglethorpe Kiwanis Club about 
the importance of blood donations. See BLOOD, A5

Inspections for 
Catoosa and 
Walker counties 
for May 23-29

See INSPECTION, A5

Catoosa County Habitat for Humanity

Volunteers from all walks of life — students, churches, civic groups, businesses, families and individuals — help build 
and landscape Catoosa Habitat for Humanity homes.

MORE INFORMATION

Catoosa County Habitat for Humanity 
will hold a public meeting to explore the 
possibility of expanding into Walker County 
on Thursday, June 13, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the Rhyne Board Room at the LaFayette/

Walker County Library, 305 S. Duke St., 
LaFayette. All are invited to attend. To 
learn more about Catoosa County Habitat 
for Humanity, visit catoosahabitat.org or 
contact Penny Mahon at 706-861-5858.

See FACTS, A9

See HABITAT, A9


