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Election
Brian Kemp declares 
victory in the 
governor’s race and 
resigns as secretary 
of state.

Education
The Georgia College 
and Career Academy 
Network visits 
Calhoun City Schools 
to review the CCA.

Business
Drugs Don’t Work 
Force hosts Lunch 
and Learn to teach 
employers how to 
appreciate workers’ 
strengths.
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The Calhoun Times is looking 

to feature student artwork in 

our Young Artists section� Pic-

tures of artwork can be emailed 

to Managing Editor Spencer 

Lahr at SLahr@CalhounTimes�

com� Please keep photos in 

their original format and do not 

alter them� Also, be sure to in-

clude the name of student, 

their grade and the school they 

attend� 

Young  
Artists

This artwork is from Red 
Bud Elementary fifth-grader 
Ava Vincent�

This artwork is from Ash-
worth Middle eighth-grader 
Paige Franklin� 

Special 
Sale 

Prices 
on All 

Merchandise

73rd Anniversary Sale 
&

Thanksgiving Open House
November 16, 17, 18 

FRIDAY, SATURDAY AND SUNDAY

Friday & Saturday 9-5 • Sunday 12-5
106 Court Street • Calhoun, GA • 706-629-2751

Haney Jewelry Company
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Legion: A home after combat

By Spencer Lahr
Slahr@CalhounTimes.com

Joe Raburn pulled a red Pall Mall cigarette 
from the box, lit it and put the lighter back on 
the table beside his coffee, while sitting inside 
what was a steadily filling up American Legion 

Post 47 on this Wednesday afternoon.
In between sharing the stories of his past and 

offering takes on the changes he has seen over 
the years, he greeted the familiar faces, stand-
ing up to shake their hands or give them a hug. 
It is this place and its people who welcomed 
him five years ago as a brother and piece of the 
military fabric of this community and nation.

Raburn recalled the time he first walked into 
the post. Not one person knew his name, he 
said. But when he returned, “it was like a fam-
ily reunion,” he explained.

After leaving the U.S. Army in 2010, following 
his 35-year service, 25 of which as a member of 
the Special Forces, Raburn entered back into 
civilian life. But he was not the same person as 
that young man who joined the military to ful-
fill his lifelong dream to serve a higher purpose 
for his nation, he said.

“You change and you don’t see it,” said Raburn 
of combat veterans like him. “You’re not aware 
of it and you don’t know it.”

By Liz Crumbly 
Community Correspondent 

“It’s a family thing, “ Calhoun 
resident Ben Early explains of his 
woodworking hobby. His mother 
and sisters picked up the practice 
years ago, and Early followed suit.

He began his woodworking pur-
suits in 1982 with a wooden turtle 
stool, the initial design for which 

he borrowed from his wife’s uncle.
“A few years later I got interested 

in them,” he says.
He made modifications over time 

and eventually came up with the 
“Charlie Snapper” stool that is his 
specialty today. Children particularly 
favor the Charlie stools, and many 
customers buy them for the little 
ones in their lives, but the turtle has 
also made appearances in offices and 

schools, according to Early.
The design that he perfected over 

the years has become his calling card. 
Other crafters have tried to copy it, 
but there are certain parts of the 
assembly process that he says no one 
has been able to duplicate. They make 
the little four-legged platforms more 
sturdy and durable in the long run.

Charlie Snapper: Made for children
Local woodworker Ben Early’s signature piece reveals a soft spot for kids

Ben Early assembles his signature “Charlie Snapper” stools from parts he cuts with a band saw� Here, he fits the pieces 
of what will be the turtle’s “shell” together� He screws the bottom part of the shell to the turtle’s body� / Liz Crumbly

Stewart, 
Steward 
both get 

new terms
 ♦ Republican Dana 

Stewart wins re-election 
to the Gordon County 
BOE, and Chad Steward 
also beats back a 
Democratic challenge to 
earn another term on the 
County Commission.

By Alexis Draut  
and Spencer Lahr
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com, 
SLahr@CalhounTimes.com

The two Republicans in the 
only two competitive races locally 
both pulled away with huge victo-
ries in Tuesday’s general election.

Dana Stewart was elected 
to a new four-year term on 
the Gordon County Board of 
Education, taking more than 
80 percent of the vote to over-
come the challenge of Democrat 
Allen Dutch. Chad Steward was 
elected to another four-year 
term on the Gordon County 
Board of Commissioners, car-
rying 82.11 percent of the vote 
to beat out Democratic chal-
lenger Arthene Bressler.

Stewart currently holds the 
Post 3 seat, after filling an open-
ing on the board in 2016.

Stewart won the election by 
8,647 votes. A total of 82.93 
percent of voters cast their bal-
lots in favor of Stewart, while 
Dutch received 17.04 percent of 
votes. There were 10,883 who 
voted for Stewart and 2,236 
who voted for Dutch.

“I feel really good with the 
results,” Stewart said Tuesday, 
adding that she was impressed 
by the phenomenal voter turn 
out this year.

Gordon County’s overwhelm-
ingly Republican votes reflected 
the conservative values and pri-
orities of local people, she said.

Stewart was appreciative of 
the county electing her and the 
already existing programs dedi-
cated to putting children first. 
She credits the teachers, par-
ents, family, friends and the 
board of education for the suc-
cess of her campaign.

Vietnam veteran Larry Fleming shares his story

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

When local Larry Flem-
ing was 18 years old, the 
year was 1969 and the 
United States was about 
to begin drafting soldiers to 
fight in the Vietnam War. 
Fleming was so terrified 
of being drafted that he 

enlisted himself and got 
into Army Aviation. He 
quickly signed with the First 

Aviation Brigade, soon to 
be transported to Vietnam.

The first step of every sol-
dier, Fleming was imme-
diately placed in a basic 
training program to prepare 
him for his first tour. Going 
through training, he said he 
learned what true respect 
for others and brotherhood 
really meant.

“You don’t fight for your-
self. You fight for the guys 
on your side,” Fleming said. 
“If one of us messed up, we 
all messed up.”

This training was one of 
the best things that hap-
pened to him, he said, if only 
because it taught him how 
to work on a team and the 

importance of camaraderie.
Over the next couple of 

years, Fleming spent time in 
and out of Vietnam, return-
ing to his home country in 
1970 when he was injured 
and volunteering to return 
to Vietnam in 1971 after his 
recovery. As a part of an 
aviation brigade, he spent 
most of his time on helicop-
ters. His days would often 
begin at 5 a.m. and end late 
at night after a long day of 
trying to fend off the enemy.

“Being in aviation, we 
got to see 10 times as many 
things than what foot sol-
diers would see,” he said.

Larry Fleming served as a 
part of the 1st Aviation Bri-
gade in Vietnam� / Alexis Draut

 ♦ Joe Raburn, who served 35 years in 
the Army, shares how the American Legion 
has given him a continued purpose.
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 ♦ Though coming 
home was the “worst 
part” of his time in the 
Army, now he volunteers 
to support and listen 
to other veterans. 


