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Sonoraville’s girls 
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picks up an early 
season region win 
against Adairsville. 
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and Gordon County News

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our 

Young Artists section� Pictures of 

artwork can be emailed to Manag-

ing Editor Spencer Lahr at SLahr@

CalhounTimes�com� Please keep 

photos in their original format and 

do not alter them� Also, be sure to 

include the name of student, their 

grade and the school they attend� 

Young  
Artists

This artwork is from Gavin 
Smith, a seventh-grader at 
Red Bud Middle School� 

This artwork is from Zach-
ary Lyles, an eighth-grader 
at Red Bud Middle School� 

She’ll be dashing through the snow
... and the sleet, and thunderstorms, and sunshine, showing everybody what a great gift you got her!

forumrivercenter.com • 706-291-5281 301 Tribune Street • Downtown Rome, GA

A 
network 

full of 
support
 ♦ The Calhoun Autism 

Network hosts its 
annual Christmas 
party earlier this week, 
with members of the 
group reflecting on 
what it brings to the 
community. 

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

A few years ago when Barry 
Blevins and Justin Lindsey 
went to the Georgia Autism 
Conference, both of them real-
ized that there was a lack of 
resources in Northwest Geor-
gia for families with children 
on the autism spectrum. After 
attending the conference, 
Lindsey decided to try to form 
a support group in Calhoun to 
provide education, resources 
and encouragement for fami-
lies affected by autism.

The founder of the Cal-
houn Autism Network and 
president of its board, Lind-
sey now claims that the non-
profit he created two years 
ago is successful only because 
of the people involved. The 
group started with around 
10 kids, but currently their 
monthly meetings bring any-
where from 60 to 100 kids, 
parents, grandparents and 
family members.

“Having the parents, teach-
ers and kids together just 
allows them to have that net-
work of support,” Lindsey 
said. “It’s something every-
one needs and it’s continu-
ing to improve.”

On Monday night, the Net-
work hosted their annual 
Christmas party, featuring 
a visit from Santa, cookie 
decorating activities, gifts for 
the children and a showing 
of the Polar Express. Lind-
sey said while Santa tends 
to bring out a lot of people, 
their biggest event is actu-
ally the back-to-school party 
every August.

The Sonoraville Elementary School choir sings at Walmart to help Gordon County EMS and the United Way of Gordon 
County collect toys for local children� / Alexis Draut

Staff reports

The longtime tradition that 
is the Singing for Toys event 
once again filled the Calhoun 
Walmart with the youthful 
voices of local elementary 
school students singing the 
songs of the season.

Starting Thursday morn-
ing, students from Calhoun 
and Gordon County schools 
sang into the afternoon as 

Gordon EMS personnel 
worked to collect monetary 
contributions and toys at the 
store for the Voluntary Action 

Center’s annual Christmas 
program. The donations go 
to local children in need this 
holiday season.

Gordon EMS partners 
with Walmart and the 
United Way of Gordon 
County on the annual proj-
ect. Collections started last 
weekend and picked back up 
Thursday. Additional col-
lection times will be avail-
able on Saturday and Sun-
day, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
each day.

The singing performances 
Thursday started with Tol-
bert Elementary students 
and were followed by stu-
dents from Red Bud Ele-
mentary, Sonoraville Ele-
mentary, Fairmount Ele-
mentary, Calhoun Complex, 
Belwood Elementary and 
Swain Elementary.

SINGING FOR TOYS

Fairmount Elementary students sing a variety of songs to 
support Singing for Toys, a donation drive organized by the 
United Way of Gordon County and Gordon EMS� / Alexis Draut

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Gordon County Animal Control will be host-
ing an adoption event later this month where 
fees will be reduced or waived in an attempt to 

encourage locals to bring a pet home with them. 
The event will be held Dec. 22 at the new 

Animal Control facility at 790 Harris Beamer 
Road, where the animals and staff were 
transferred following the ribbon cutting in 
November. 

Animal Control Director Sue Henson and her 
staff are planning the event. 

County Administrator Jim Ledbetter announced 
the event to county commissioners at their meet-
ing earlier this week. 

At the event, Animal Control aims to provide 
food, supplies and starter kits to help out new 

pet owners. Ledbetter and Henson are working 
on this project together, with a common goal 
of finding permanent homes for all the animals 
before Christmas.

Also at Tuesday’s meeting, the board approved 
a 2019-2020 local maintenance and improve-
ment grant project report for submission to the 
Georgia Department of Transportation. Accord-
ing to GDOT, this grant program was developed 
to help local governments fund improvements 
to state roads. 

Board announces Animal Control adoption day
 ♦ In other updates, county 

commissioners approve a project 
report before sending it to the state, and 
SPLOST and LOST collections are up.

See ADOPTION, A11

Calhoun’s Jacket Jammers, the fourth- and fifth-grade 
choir, sing at Walmart� / Contributed

Red Bud Elementary School students sing for the Singing 
for Toys project� / ContributedSee AUTISM, A3

 ♦ The annual event 
brings elementary 
school students to 
Walmart to sing as 
Gordon EMS collects 
for a toy drive. 

See SINGING, A11


