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News
Calhoun Board of 
Education approves 
2019-2020 school 
calendar, new buses.

Weather
A number of roads 
remain flooded in  
the county, as crews 
continue cleanup 
effort.

Sports
Prep swimming: 
Nitros swim team 
has a successful 
showing.
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The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our 

Young Artists section� Pictures of 

artwork can be emailed to Manag-

ing Editor Spencer Lahr at SLahr@

CalhounTimes�com� Please keep 

photos in their original format and 

do not alter them� Also, be sure to 

include the name of student, their 

grade and the school they attend� 
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Woman arrested on murder charge 

Staff reports

An Adairsville woman has been 
arrested on a felony second-degree 
murder charge in connection to her 
alleged negligence leading to the death 

of an infant. Her arrest caps off 
a months-long investigation 
by Adairsville police into the 
death of James Raylan Wheat, 
an infant who was born in May 
2018. 

Destiney Diane Wheat, 22, 
of 210 N. Main St., Adairsville, 
was taken into custody around 
noon Saturday. In addition 
to the felony murder charge, 
Wheat has been charged with felony 

cruelty to children in the sec-
ond degree and misdemeanor 
possession of marijuana.

According to Adairsville 
police: 

Back on Sept. 28, 2018, 
Adairsville police along with 
fire rescue and EMS person-
nel responded to the Wheat 
home where the baby was found 
unresponsive.

Police immediately detected a strong 

odor of marijuana inside the residence. 
The baby was found in a back bedroom 
and rushed to the Cartersville Medical 
Center where he died a short time later.

Division of Family and Children Ser-
vices personnel were notified because 
the house was in a highly unsanitary 
condition with dirty diapers strewn 
about, evidence of insect infestation 
and evidence of drug usage.

Gordon Co. 
reviews 2018 
projects

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Becky Hood, in her State of the 
County address last week, talked 
about school safety, economic 
growth and emergency proce-
dures that the county has put 
in place during 2018, as well as 
introducing future developments.

In summary, the county 
updated safety plans, educated 
students on the dangers of sub-
stance abuse and opened the new 
Animal Control facility on Har-
ris Beamer Road. In future goals, 
the county government plans to 
work toward updating the Health 
Department and Brookshire Park, 
as well as expanding the Senior 
Citizen Center.

Economy

Hood reported that LOST 
— local option sales tax — and 
SPLOST — special purpose, local 
option sales tax — collections 
from the past six months have 
displayed an increase of 7 percent 
when compared to the same six-
month period last year. Because 
of this growth, the county was 
able to roll back the millage rate 
from 9.8 mills to 9.6 mills. 

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

In his State of the City address last 
week, Calhoun Mayor Jimmy Palmer 
presented the city’s history of strong 
education, healthcare services and 
economic success, as well as announc-
ing the potential of the GBI setting up 

regional headquarters and a crime lab 
in Calhoun. 

In review, during 2018 the city saw 
500 new jobs enter the market, unem-
ployment reach a record-breaking low 
of 3 percent and increase safety in 
city schools. Looking forward, the city 
plans to build a new police station on 
McDaniel Station Road and address 
the issue of dilapidated houses within 
city limits.

Economy

Palmer announced that the city has 
experienced an enlivened downtown 

State of the City address takes a look at 2019 plans
Mayor Jimmy 

Palmer 
delivers the 

“State of the 
City” address 

during 
Friday’s 

Chamber of 
the Com-

merce 
Booster 

Breakfast�

♦
Alexis Draut

 ♦  A months-long 
investigation by Adairsville 
police into the death of a 
4-month-old infant. 

 ♦  Following a review of 
the improvements of 
2018, Commission 
Chairwoman Becky Hood 
announces future 
developments the county 
will be working on.
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Destiney 
Diane Wheat

This artwork is from Veda 
Grizzard, a sophomore at 
Sonoraville High School� 

This artwork is from Olivia 
Tierce, a sophomore at So-
noraville High School� 

Above: The cast of Gordon Central Performing Arts’ 
production of “The Mystery of Edwin Drood” performs 
on Friday night, Feb� 22, 2019�

Above: Kaylan Gaines plays Helena Landless in “The Mystery 
of Edwin Drood,” which gave the local audience at the Gordon 
Central Blue Box Theatre the opportunity to choose the ending 
of the musical� Left: Characters Beatrice Lloyd, from left,, 
played by Sydney Rainwater; Helena Landless, played by 
Kaylan Gaines; and Rosa Bud, played by Katelyn Jones, come 
together on stage at on Friday night� / Frank Crowe 

Theater Friday 
in Gordon

See more photos from “The Mystery of Edwin Drood’ 

in our Gordon Life section, page B1

 ♦ Mayor Jimmy Palmer 
announces GBI might be 
establishing a new regional 
headquarters and crime lab 
facility in Calhoun.


