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The Polk County His-
torical Society is hosting 
Children’s Story Time on 
Thursdays in June and July. 
Different storytellers hold 
free story times at the mu-
seum starting at 11:30 a.m. 
every Thursday. The Polk 
County Historical Society 
Museum is located at 117 
West Ave. in Cedartown.

Oak Grove Baptist Church 
will host a one-day vaca-
tion bible school on July 16 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
church, 1937 Rome High-
way, in Cedartown. The day 
will include games, lunch, 
a bounce house, bible les-
sons and music. To register 
a child visit oakgroveced-
artown.org.

Cedartown Seventh-
day Adventist Church, 71 
Woodall Road, Cedartown, 
is hosting its free Vaca-
tion Bible School July 
18-22 for children ages 
5-11. Each day’s activities 
will last from 2-5 p.m. 
and the theme is “Jasper 
Canyon — Where Every 
Kid is Treasured by God.” 
Please call 678-901-9184 
and leave a message with 
your name, number of 
children, names and ages.

A free notary training 
class presented by Polk 
County Clerk of Superi-
or Court Stacie Baines 
and the Georgia Superior 
Court Clerks Cooperative 
Authority will be July 
20 from 1-2:30 p.m. The 
class will be conducted 
via Zoom web conferenc-
ing. This presentation 
will cover best practic-
es, Georgia notary law, 
and examples of do’s and 
don’t’s. To sign up con-
tact Angel at the clerk of 
superior court’s office at 
770-749-2114.
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Drivers traveling near Ced-
artown High School and Ce-
dartown Middle School will 
have an extra reason to check 
their speed once classes start 
back Aug. 2.

Cedartown Police posted a no-
tice on its Facebook page advis-
ing the public that new school 
zone speed cameras have been 
installed and will begin opera-
tion on the first day of the new 
school year.

The camera systems are located 
on the Cedartown bypass/Ga. 
1 in front of Cedartown Middle 
School and on Ga. 101 at the 
main entrance of Cedartown 
High School at Fran Lott Drive.

Cameras are placed on each 
side of the roadway facing in 
opposite directions to capture 
images of any vehicles, includ-
ing their license plates, between 
7:20 a.m. and 4:15 p.m. when 
classes are held. Any vehicles 
captured traveling more than 
10 miles over the posted speed 
limit will be sent a civil citation.

This citation will be for $75 
for the first violation and $125 
for each additional violation 
by the vehicle. These citations 
are civil and would not affect a 
driver’s insurance points.

The option to place the cam-
eras in school zones to catch 
speeding drivers is allowed by 
Georgia House Bill 978, which 
was passed into law during the 
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The stories were colorful and also 
plentiful on a hot early July day. The 
kind of day that Escue Rodgers like-
ly had his football team practicing 
in the grove near the former Cedar 
Hill High School.

But this was not a day for practice 
but for gratefulness to a man who 
helped shape not just the lives of 
the people he taught and coached, 
but also the community in which 
he served.

Over 100 gathered in the newly 
built Polk County Sports Walk of 
Fame park in downtown Cedartown 
on Saturday, July 2, to pay tribute 
to Rodgers as his bronze statue was 
unveiled among the rest of the ath-
letes and coaches whose likenesses 
are represented.

“Today represents the culmina-
tion of six years of commitment and 
dedication by numerous people and 
organizations to make this a real-
ity,” said Robert Baker, a Cedar 
Hill alum and member of the Ce-
dar Hill Alumni Association sup-
port committee.

“Thank you to everybody who 
worked behind the scenes in a big 
way, and in a small way, as part of 
this journey. This definitely took 

a village and we wouldn’t be here 
today without the collective effort 
of everyone.”

Rodgers was a teacher and coach 
at Cedar Hill for more than two de-
cades during the 1950s and 1960s. 
His teams won 85 trophies in 24 
years in football, basketball, and 
track. During the time of segrega-
tion, Rodgers was named head coach 
of the North Team, the first ever 
Georgia Interscholastic Association 

Football All-Star Team.
Rodgers was honored during his 

lifetime with numerous coaching and 
teaching awards including Coach of 
the Year from Fort Valley State in 
1953, Morris Brown College Out-
standing Coaching Achievement 
Award in 1956, and the distinguished 
Coaching Award from the Georgia 
Athletic Coaches Association in 1974.
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Polk County Probate Judge Tony 
Brazier will resign his position 
July 15 after complications from 
back surgery have forced him to 
step down.

Brazier’s resignation was con-
firmed in an email sent by County 
Manager Matt Denton to county 
administrators and commission-
ers Wednesday afternoon, July 6. 
Brazier also confirmed his resig-
nation when reached by the Polk 
County Standard Journal.

A resignation letter was sent to 
Gov. Brian Kemps office stating 
Brazier would be stepping down 
effective July 15.

“Lord knows I love serv-
ing the people. All I’ve done 
since serving this county 
since 1979 is serve faith-
fully with compassion and 
dedication,” Brazier said. “I 
will miss taking care of the 
people that come under my 
office’s care. But when your 
health begins to affect how 
you serve, you have to listen to the 
doctors.”

Brazier had back surgery in April 
and has recently developed compli-
cations that led surgeons to sched-
ule a procedure that will severely 
limit his ability to move around as 
much as he would need to, accord-
ing to Brazier.

“It’s hard, and it breaks my heart 

to do so, but I will have to 
stand down,” Brazier said.

Denton’s email stated that 
Associate Probate Judge 
Shayne Green will serve in 
the interim until November 
when a special election will 
be held along with the gen-
eral election.

Brazier has served Polk 
County in a public safety or public 
service capacity since 1979, includ-
ing as an EMT and coroner. He was 
elected probate judge in 2020 when 
he narrowly defeated Bobby Brooks 
in the primary election.

Brazier said he expects a smooth 
transition in the probate court with 
Green and his chief clerk making sure 
there is no interruption of service.
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Meng Lim, who has been em-
broiled in an ethics investigation 
by the state judicial qualifications 
commission the past year and a half, 
resigned as chief judge of the Tall-
apoosa Judicial Circuit on Tuesday, 

July 5, less than six months before 
the end of his term.

Lim came into the post in 2015 
and was celebrated as Georgia’s 
first Asian American elected supe-
rior court judge.

However a series of ethics com-
plaints took its toll and Lim lost his 
re-election bid in May to Cedartown 

attorney Andrew Roper by 
8,195 votes to 5,663 among 
voters in both Polk County 
and Haralson County.

Roper received 64.2% of the 
vote in Polk County and 52.7% 
of Haralson County’s votes. 
His term starts in January.

Lim told the Polk County 
Standard Journal he had re-
ceived a job offer at an Atlanta-
area law firm and resigned to begin 
work there but did not provide the 
name of the firm.

He declined to comment 
any further.

Rumors about Lim’s res-
ignation began to circulate 
in the days before the July 4 
holiday, but the Polk Coun-
ty Standard Journal was not 
able to confirm it until July 
5 when Gov. Brian Kemp’s 
deputy director of commu-
nications, Andrew Isenhour, 

responded to a request.

Brazier stepping down as probate judge due to health

Lim resigns as superior court judge
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new speed 
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school zones
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Sculptor Julia Trawick Knight speaks to the crowd about her process of 
creating the likeness of Escue Rodgers during the statue’s unveiling cere-
mony on July 2.

The decision comes as he remains 
involved in a state ethics investigation.

Judge Meng 
Lim

Drivers will have a 
30-day grace 
period beginning 
when classes 
start back Aug. 2.
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Speed cameras like this one are 
set up near the entrances of both 
Cedartown Middle School and 
Cedartown High School to begin 
operation when classes start 
back Aug. 2.

‘OK ‘Cue’
Hall of Fame coach joins 
ranks of Polk County greats 
at unveiling ceremony
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Cedar Hill High School alum Ed Weaver reacts after helping unveil the statue of former coach Escue Rodgers at the 
Polk County Sports Walk of Fame on Saturday, July 2. Rodgers made a reputation for himself as one of the top 
coaches in the state during his time at CHHS and was inducted into the Georgia Sports Hall of Fame last year.
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