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Informational forum on commissioner referendum set for Sept. 25
By Dee D. Decker
ddecker@npco.com

A neighborhood Town Hall infor-
mational meeting on the Nov. 6 
referendum to change the form 
of government in Walker County 
from a sole commissioner to a five-
member board will be held Tuesday, 
Sept. 25, at 6:30 p.m. at Ridgeland 
High School.

The informational forum will be 

in the school’s Theater or audito-
rium at the corner of Happy Valley 
Road and Ga. Highway 2. A mod-
erator will lead the forum, Walker 
County GOP Chairman Mike Cam-
eron will present a history of the 
referendum effort, and Dade County 
District 3 Commissioner Robert 
Goff will lead a discussion of the 
pros and cons of both forms of gov-
ernment. Attending the discussion 
will be elected officials favoring 

each form of county government.
Other officials invited to partic-

ipate in the forum include Walker 
County Commissioner Shannon 
Whitfield, Walker County Sheriff 
Steve Wilson, Walker schools 
Superintendent Damon Raines, 
and others.

Residents attending the forum 
are encouraged to ask questions 
of participants during a Q&A ses-
sion as well as to share their own 

opinions during an open mike com-
ments time.

The purpose of the meeting is to 
provide as much information as 
possible to ensure that each resi-
dent/voter will be the best informed 
he or she can be before this very 
important vote Nov. 6 in the county 
and the county’s future. Everyone 
is invited and encouraged to attend 
the forum sponsored by the Wilson 
Road Neighborhood Group.

News release

In September $5,000 will be on 
the line when three local entrepre-
neurs compete in the first ever Walker 
Rocks Start-up Challenge.

The Walker Rocks Start-up Chal-
lenge is a pitch competition designed 
to help a recreational, travel or hospi-
tality business get started or expand 
in Walker County, building on the 
momentum created by the launch of 
Walker Rocks this summer.

Walker Rocks highlights the scenic 
and stunning destinations available 
in Walker County for rock climbing, 
caving, kayaking, hiking, biking and 
other outdoor adventures. The new 
tourism initiative embraces the coun-
ty’s environmental assets and invites 
outdoor enthusiasts to come play.

Back Archer Farms, Tess de’Carlo 
and Battlefield Outdoors will pres-
ent their ideas to a panel of judges 
at a pitch event on Thursday, Sept. 
20. Each finalist will have 10 min-

utes to describe his or her idea and 
field questions from the judges. The 
competition begins at 4:00 p.m. at 
the Walker County Civic Center and 
is free and open to the public.

A $5,000 start-up grant, funded 
by a partnership between the Walker 
County Chamber of Commerce and 
Peach State Federal Credit Union, 
will be awarded the winner. The grant 
funds will be distributed to the win-
ner in the form of a reimbursement 
for documented expenses.

FINALISTS SELECTED 

Walker Rocks startup challenge winner gets $5,000

Walker deputy 
cleared in 

fatal shooting
Staff reports

 On Sept. 4, a grand jury 
cleared Walker County Dep-
uty John Chandler of any 
charges related to a New 
Year’s Day fatal shooting 
prompted by a 911 call later 
deemed a false report.

The jury reviewed the evi-
dence in the case and agreed 
with a January internal 
investigation by the Geor-
gia Bureau of Investigation 
and Sheriff’s Department, 
which found Chandler did not 
commit any crimes or violate 
any department policies in 
the shooting. The jury said 
he did not act with criminal 
intent when he shot Mark 
Parkinson through a window 
during a call to Parkinson’s 
Rossville home.

According to Parkinson’s 
wife, Diane, her husband 
walked into the kitchen with 
a handgun after hearing a 
commotion outside and his 
dogs barking. Seeing the gun, 
Deputy Chandler shot three 
times through the window 
from the porch and killed 
him, as one bullet severed 
Parkinson’s jugular vein.

“He meant to do me harm,” 
Chandler said during the 
internal affairs investigation.

“We recognized it was a 
tragic, tragic situation,” Sher-
iff Steve Wilson told the Chat-
tanooga Times Free Press 
Wednesday, Sept. 5. “We still 
support the facts that the offi-
cer acted within policy and 
within the laws of the state.”

Hymn 
singing Oct. 

13 to benefit 
county debt

Staff reports

An old-fashioned hymn sing-
ing is scheduled Saturday, 
Oct. 13, at the Walker County 
Civic Center as a benefit fund-
raiser for Walker County debt 
reduction.

A pre-program Roundup 
begins at 6 p.m., with the sing-
ing beginning at 7 p.m. Pro-
gram MC and song leader Ray 
C. Burnfin said that every song 
will be from the old Broadman 
Hymnal and the evening will 
be one of worship, prayer and 
praise.

An evening of “Songs of 
the Broadman” will have the 
emphasis on the doctrinal 
messages of the old hymns 
with which many grew up in 
the 1950s, ’60s and ’70s. The 
hymnal, published in 1940, 
includes 500 hymns and cho-
ruses, with an emphasis on 
Jesus, following Jesus, and liv-
ing and working for the Lord, 
said Burnfin.

Tickets for the evening of 
worship and fellowship are 
available through The Bank of 
LaFayette, 706-638-2520, the 
sole ticket agent for the sing-
ing. Tickets are $15 for adults, 
$5 for those ages 6-9, and free 
for all under 6 years old.

A table featuring recordings 
and publications will also be 
available at the singing.

Educator association continues 
challenging school system

By Dee D. Decker
ddecker@npco.com

A Walker County educa-
tors group says it will con-
tinue challenging the school 
system’s controversial grad-
ing system; the system’s pol-
icy for addressing the school 
board; and why the system 
is losing 10-15 percent of its 
teachers yearly.

“If we see policies that may 
harm our kids, we want to 
and need to speak up and 
address these issues with-
out fear and intimidation,” 
said Jim Barrett, president 
of the county’s Association 
of Educators.

“We have and must use 
our voice to promote what 
is good for our kids here,” 
he said.

Grading policy

Barrett said the school 
system’s grading policy is 
seriously flawed.

“We still have tremendous 
concerns about the grading 
policy, the grading fiasco,” 
Barrett said.

The policy, he said, allows 
students to retake tests or 
parts of tests if they aren’t 
satisfied with their grade, 
he said.

Walker County Schools 
Superintendent Damon 
Raines said the policy allows 
students “the opportunity to 
show me what they know.”

Barrett, further criticiz-
ing the policy, said teachers 

can grade students only on 
their tests — not homework, 
class work, and other non-
test activities. While stu-
dents’ performance on these 
activities is rated on a scale 
of 1-4, those evaluations do 
not affect their final grade, 
Barrett said. Knowing these 
activities really don’t count 
can then make students less 
accountable in doing them, 
he said.

Debbie Baker, vice presi-
dent for the association, said 
students “are taught in high 
school to be lazy.” The result, 
she said, is that when they 
get to college, even some of 
the best AP (advanced place-
ment) and honors students 
struggle because they aren’t 
held accountable in middle 

and high school.
“If we can’t hold the stu-

dent accountable for any-
thing outside the class-
room,” Baker said, “they 
don’t have to study outside 
of the classroom.”

With the lack of total 
assignment assessment 
and accountability and the 
county’s retest policy, often 
or usually using the same 
test the student took the first 
time, Barrett and Baker said 
the county’s grading pol-
icy too often ends up being 
“Given them a D and set 
them free.” The current pol-
icy, they argue, really hurts 
the students, their future 
educational endeavors and 
their preparation for and 
performance in their jobs 

and careers.

Policy for 
addressing school 

board

Another ongoing issue that 
concerns Barrett and his asso-
ciation of county educators 
is the superintendent’s pol-
icy whereby residents could 
bring concerns and address 
the county school board.

That policy said a resi-
dent must first meet with 
the superintendent in pri-
vate, who would then inves-
tigate the concerned issue 
and give the resident a writ-
ten report within 10 days. 
If the resident still wanted 
to address the board, he or 
she had to submit a request 
in writing at least a week in 
advance of the meeting at 
which they wished to speak.

Barrett filed a lawsuit in 
2015 against that policy, 
saying it violated the First 
Amendment free speech 
provision. He won his case 
in U.S. District Court and 
the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the 11th Circuit, and the 
lawsuit was settled in July 
2018. The court ruled the 
policy unconstitutional, 
struck down the policy, 
and ordered Superintendent 
Damon Raines to rewrite its 
policy. To date, Barrett said 
no replacement policy has 
been implemented.

Jim Barrett and Debbie Baker, president and vice president 
of the Walker County Association of Educators, say two key 
issues for the local association this year are the school 
system’s grading policy and teacher retention. / Dee Decker
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