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By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

Catoosa County officials have 
approved putting a new trans-
portation tax on the ballot in 
the spring, giving residents 
the opportunity to vote on 
the proposed 1-percent tax.

The Transportation Special 
Purpose Local Option Sales 
Tax is a way for the county to 
bring in a projected $60 mil-
lion in revenue over the next five 
years to help pay for transporta-
tion work on roads and bridges.

The approval came Tuesday night, 
Dec. 18, during a Board of Commis-
sioners meeting. The referendum 
vote will be on a special election bal-
lot on March 19.

Over the past couple of months, 
commissioners have met with officials 
from the cities of Ringgold and Fort 
Oglethorpe and ultimately hashed 
out a 70/20/10 split of the projected 
funds.

That breakdown would equate to 
$42 million for Catoosa County, $12 
million for Fort Oglethorpe, and $6 
million for Ringgold.

All three governments met for a 
joint town hall meeting Nov. 29, but 
very few residents showed up to ask 
questions about the matter.

During the “appearances” portion 
of Tuesday night’s (Dec. 18) meeting 

however, three residents spoke up 
against the proposed tax.

Resident Roger Nelson 
argued that the tax adds price 
to food rather than the fuel 
that is actually used for trans-
portation, and that the tax 
could be a burden for those 
on fixed incomes.

“It’s absolutely not a trans-
portation user tax because no 

tax is going to be collected on 
gasoline or fuel, so it’s not a user 

tax,” Nelson opined. “It absolutely 
is an increase on the food tax. This 
increase will be the classic, regres-
sive tax that hits our senior citizens, 
low-income, and fixed-income resi-
dents the hardest.”

Resident Cherise Miller said her 
biggest issue is the cost involved 
with holding a special election for 
one item.

TSPLOST decision
Catoosa County’s Board of Commissioners approved a resolution Tuesday night, Dec. 18, setting up a transportation 
tax vote for March 19. Pictured: Commissioner Jim Cutler (left) and Chairman Steven Henry. / Adam Cook

Bridge on Three Notch Road reopens

Fort Oglethorpe 
to use county’s 
employee 
health clinic
By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

Fort Oglethorpe officials have 
approved an agreement to join 
Catoosa County in utilizing its 
employee health clinic to lower 
insurance premium costs.

In October 2017, Catoosa 
opened its own employee health 
clinic off Boynton Drive in an 
attempt to lessen its premiums 
and save money each year.

Now, Fort Oglethorpe has 
agreed to pay a portion of the 
clinic’s operating costs to use 
the facility and hopefully cre-
ate the same type of savings 
for its premiums.

“Our goal is to encourage 
employees and qualified depen-
dents to use the clinic and lower 
our insurance premiums,” said 
Fort Oglethorpe City Manager 
Jennifer Payne-Simpkins.

In October, County Manager 
Alisha Vaughn reported that the 
approximate $300,000 cost of 
the clinic equaled what the six-
percent increase would have 
cost the county in premiums.

“That 6-percent increase 
would have meant an approxi-
mate $300,000 increase in cost,” 
Vaughn said Oct. 16. “However, 
due to utilization of the clinic, we 
were able to provide documenta-
tion to United Health Care. That’s 
who we purchase our insurance 
from. Because we have the clinic, 
we were given a rate pass or dis-
count and that discount equaled 
about the cost of the clinic, around 
$300,000. So, basically it was a 
wash. … The clinic was able to 
pay for itself in the first year.”

The clinic operates with one 
medical assistant, one nurse 
practitioner, and is available to 
employees 20 hours per week

On Dec. 10, Fort Ogle thorpe’s 
City Council unanimously 
approved the agreement, which 
will pay for 20 percent of what it 
costs the county to run the clinic.

“The city will pay 20 percent 
of the fixed operating costs and 
monthly fees of the county’s cur-
rent program,” Payne-Simpkins 
explained. “The county’s current 
program has capacity, so this is an 
agreement with Catoosa County, 
not with One to One Health, to 
use up their remaining capacity.”

Twenty percent of $300,000 
comes to $60,000, but she says 
there could be additional costs, 
which is why there’s $80,000 
budgeted for the agreement.

“The cost will be about 
$80,000 and is included in the 
adopted 2019 budget,” she said. 
“There are some unknowns such 
a prescription costs. The clinic 
offers free prescriptions for the 
top 25 prescriptions that are 
used by employees, so we would 
reimburse the actual costs of the 
prescriptions. There’s a little bit 
of a buffer built into our bud-
get because of the unknowns.”

By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

After being closed since 
October 2017, the bridge 
above Peavine Creek 
along Three Notch Road 
in Catoosa County reopened 
to traffic Thursday morn-
ing, Dec. 20.

Georgia Department of 
Transportation (GDOT) 
officials say the work is 
complete seven months 
ahead of schedule.

“There’s still some minor 
work to be done, but for 
motorists, it’s complete,” 
said Dr. Mohamed Arafa, 
district communications 
officer for GDOT. “There 
is still some work on the 
shoulders and things that 
need to be done, but it won’t 
interfere with traffic.”

Since the bridge replace-
ment project began, res-
idents have grown frus-
trated with the detours 

that were supposed to be 
in place until July 2019.

Arafa says he’s happy 
the $2.2 million project 
was completed faster than 
expected.

The main goal of the 
project was to replace 
the poor condition of the 
bridge, which was origi-

nally built in 1965.
“Although some minor 

work remains to be done, 
this construction project is 
completed for all practical 
purposes, as far as the trav-
eling public is concerned,” 
said Grant Waldrop, dis-
trict engineer at the GDOT 
office in Cartersville. “The 

road is open back to traffic. 
We understand the incon-
venience the closure of this 
road has caused the area 
residents and we are glad 
to finish our construction 
work many months ahead 
of schedule and give the 
road back to the traveling 
public.”

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

Every student at West Side 
Elementary and Cloud Springs 
Elementary schools went home 
on winter break with a big bag of 
food and goodies thanks to Com-
munity National Bank.

Last year, CNB filled 190 bags 
with food items to send home with 
children over Christmas break to 
help make sure they’d have a little 
extra during the holiday season. 
This year, they filled 900 bags. 
They also delivered stockings with 
special treats to preschoolers at 

West Side (Cloud Springs does 
not have pre-K classes).

“This is one way we enjoy help-
ing our community,” says CNB 
Senior Vice President Natalie 
Hunt. “We knew last year when 
we started this project that we 
wanted to expand it. We were 
thrilled to be able to do 900 bags 
this year.”

Hunt and a host of volunteers 
gathered at CNB on Battlefield 
Parkway in Ringgold the day 
before delivery and spent hours 
filling bags.

Bank gives 900 bags of food to elementary students
Community 

National Bank 
provided 900 
bags of food 
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take home for 
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break. 
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Tamara Wolk

The bridge over Peavine Creek along Three Notch Road in Catoosa County reopened 
Thursday morning, Dec. 20, after being closed to traffic for 14 months. / Adam Cook

Catoosa approves transportation tax vote for March 19

See TSPLOST, A7

See CLINIC, A7

See HOLIDAY BAGS, A3

Pre-K students also get stocking full of treats


