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The Rockmart Farmers 
Market is back in busi-
ness, though with social 
distancing and sanita-
tion guidelines in effect. 
Come take part in the 
market on Waters Street 
in downtown Rockmart 
on Thursdays starting 
at 2 p.m. Find weekly 
updates about avail-
able produce and more 
at facebook.com/rock-
martfarmersmarkert.

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@PolkStandardJournal.com

The organizer of a rally calling 
for justice in the death of a Cedar-
town man said she plans on con-
tinuing her efforts until she feels 
her demands are satisfied.

Beverly Hamilton, of Rockmart, 
took to Facebook to plan the peace-
ful rally, which took place Saturday, 
June 27, in front of Polk County 
Courthouse No. 1. The cause be-
hind the rally stems from the cir-
cumstances surrounding the death 
of Eric Keais last September.

The 38-year-old was hit by a 

vehicle driven by Ralph “Ryan” 
Dover III while riding his bicy-
cle on North Main Street across 
from the Dollar General Market 
in Cedartown around 8:30 p.m. 
on Sept. 11.

According to a report from Polk 
County Coroner Tony Brazier, 
Dover called attorney and state 
Rep. Trey Kelley and not 911. Af-
ter Kelley arrived and looked over 
Dover’s vehicle, he then called Ce-
dartown Police Chief Jamie New-
some to send an officer out to see 
what Dover had hit.

Group calls for justice for hit-and-run victim

Staff Reports

Tallapoosa Circuit Su-
perior Court Chief Judge 

Meng Lim 
was arrest-
e d  l a s t 
week and 
charged 
with bat-
tery under 
the Geor-
gia Fami-
ly Violence 
Act follow-

ing an investigation by 
the GBI.

Lim, 48, became the 
first-ever Asian Ameri-
can Superior Court judge 
in Georgia when he was 
elected in 2014. He ran 
unopposed in 2018.

He faces one count of 
misdemeanor battery af-
ter the Haralson County 
Sheriff’s Office contact-
ed the Georgia Bureau 
of Investigation about 
an allegation of physical 
domestic abuse involv-
ing Lim at his residence 
on Feb. 17.

According to a release 
from the GBI:

During the course of 
the investigation, it was 
determined that on Feb. 
17 the Haralson County 
Sheriff’s Office received a 
telephone call concerning 
an allegation of physical 
domestic abuse involv-
ing Lim.

The investigation also 
indicated that Lim’s wife 
had contacted a friend, 
who lives in Bremerton, 
Washington, on Feb. 16 
and told her about be-
ing hit multiple times by 
Lim during an argument. 
Lim’s wife also sent her 
friend pictures of her face 
showing bruising and 
scratching.

The argument report-
edly started after Lim 
became upset about his 
stepson being on his cell 
phone playing games and 
not completing his chores. 
The incident also involved 
another minor child who 
lives in the residence.

The GBI investigation 
has been completed and 
the case turned over to 
the Tallapoosa Judicial 

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart@PolkStandardJournal.com

Finally converging on Cedartown Me-
morial Stadium for their graduation cer-
emony, the Cedartown High School class 
of 2020 was tasked with remembering 
their past while thinking about their future.

The event, which was held Saturday, 
June 27, brought about an official end to 
the school year for the school’s nearly 300 
graduates after the COVID-19 pandemic 
caused school leaders to make some tough 
decisions that altered how the final three 

months of it went.
“To say it has been a unique year would 

be a huge understatement,” Principal Scott 
Hendrix said during his message. “The 
class of 2020 is a unique, diverse group 
that contains a variety of strengths, skills 
and personalities.”

Hendrix mentioned that out of the group 
of graduates, more than 120 of them are 
honor graduates, while 10 of them com-
pleted an associate degree while attending 
classes. Around 90% of Cedartown’s class 
of 2020 completed Georgia Department 
of Education Pathways and several were 

awarded athletic scholarships.
“Excellence can be found in abundance 

in the class of 2020,” he said.
Hendrix asked the graduates to think 

back to where their education journey 
began by referencing the book “All I Re-
ally Need to Know I Learned in Kinder-
garten,” which includes lessons like share 
everything, play fair, don’t hit other people 
and clean up your mess.

“I think if we follow a few of these things, 
we would all be better people,” he said.

By Jeremy Stewart
JStewart 

@PolkStandardJournal.com

Despite the unorthodox 
way their high school ca-
reers ended, repeated senti-
ments during the graduation 
ceremony of the Rockmart 
High School class of 2020 
were thankfulness and the 
opinion they had been the 
school’s most celebrated se-
nior class.

With almost all 222 grad-
uates attending the delayed 
commencement ceremony 
Friday, June 26, there were 
still moments to cherish and 
worth celebrating for those 
who came. Social distancing 
and health precautions be-
cause of the COVID-19 pan-
demic limited each graduate 
to four family members each.

“I’m sure many of you won-
dered if this day was ever go-
ing to come,” Principal Robyn 
Teems said during her mes-
sage to the audience. “We’re 

only 36 days late.”
March 12 marked the final 

day of classes for Polk School 
District students as instruc-
tion and assignments transi-
tioned online for the remain-
der of the school year. Normal 
events that signal the end of 
school for seniors were can-

celed, however some were 
created to recognize their 
accomplishments.

Rockmart’s graduating class 
includes 87 honor graduates 
and 11 who graduate with an 
associate degree. Teems said 
the class’s achievements in the 
classroom and on the athlet-

ic field prove their diligence 
and desire to keep working.

“This class is strong. Most 
were born in the aftermath of 
the tragedy of 9/11,” Teems 
said. “Now this group of great 
people is becoming adults and 
getting ready to leave home 
and be independent during 
COVID-19. These guys are 
our hope. They are our fu-
ture and they really prove 
that apparently nothing is 
capable of stopping the class 
of 2020.”

Valedictorian Malorie Brad-
field in her address noted all 
of the changes that have hap-
pened during the lives of her 
and her fellow classmates, 
from living in a post-9/11 
world to seeing school nu-
trition change to mourning 
the losses of teachers.

“We never got to celebrate 
with a trip to Six Flags, or go 
to the elementary schools 
to show the future classes 

RHS celebrates seniors one last time

Judge 
accused 
of hitting 
his wife

Jeremy Stewart

Cedartown High School graduate Rashad Walker reacts as he walks back to his seat after receiving his diploma during the 
school’s commencement ceremony Saturday, June 27.

Jeremy Stewart

Rockmart High School 2020 valedictorian Malorie Bradfield 
speaks during the school’s commencement ceremony Friday, 
June 26, on the football field.
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newsroom

Eric Keais died after being struck while riding his 
bicycle on North Main Street in September, 2019
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Polk County resident Edgar Hood holds a sign in front of Polk County Courthouse 
No. 1 during a rally Saturday, June 27, to call for justice in the death of Eric Keais.

Grads get moment
Thoughts of past, future at Cedartown graduation
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