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Young 
Artists

By Mildred Perez, a sev-
enth-grader at Ashworth 
Middle School

By Sadie Holmes, a sev-
enth-grader at Ashworth 
Middle School

By Bailey Coker, a seventh-
grader at Ashworth Middle 
School

The Calhoun Times is looking 

to feature student artwork in 

our Young Artists section. Pic-

tures of artwork can be emailed 

to Managing Editor Daniel Bell 

at DBell@CalhounTimes.com. 

Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter 

them. Also, be sure to include 

the name of the student, their 

grade and the school they at-

tend.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Game Warden Cpl. Shawn Elmore of the Geor-
gia Department of Natural Resources said this 
week that there are a number of safety concerns 
related to illegal nighttime hunting after a trio 

of local individuals were arrested on charges re-
lated to trying to spotlight deer from a roadway.

“It’s one of our main violations,” Elmore said.

According to Gordon County jail records, three 
people were arrested by the DNR as result of an 
incident that occurred late last Saturday night:

 ♦ Dawson Lane Smith, 21, of 154 Riverview 
Drive, Apt. 4, Calhoun, was charged with hunt-
ing deer at night, hunting from road and hunt-
ing from roadway, all DNR violations.

 ♦ Paula Doral Smith, 48, of 154 Riverview 
Drive, Apt. 4, Calhoun, was charged with hunt-
ing at night with the aid of a light, hunting from 
public road and hunting from vehicle, all DNR 
violations.

 ♦ Three people are charged with various 
crimes related to hunting at night from 
the roadway; the area game warden 
warns about the dangers of such activity.

Church 
to host 
MLK Jr. 
tribute
By Kelcey Caulder 
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

Friendship Baptist Church 
will host its annual Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Memorial Musi-
cal Tribute Service on Sunday, 
Jan. 19, at 4:30 p.m. After the 
service ends, the Coretta Scott 
King reception will kick off in 
the McConnell Road Commu-
nity Center.

Walter Harris, chair of the 
Planning Commission for the 
event, said the theme this year 
will be “Together We Are Great-
er,” something he hopes the 
community will take to heart 
as they come together to cel-
ebrate the life and legacy of 
Martin Luther King Jr. and 
going forward.

“It is a new year, a new de-
cade and a new beginning. 
Let’s start it with love and 
continue to grow with each 
other. If we have any faults 
or problems with anyone, let’s 
put those differences aside 
and show love to one anoth-
er. That’s what this decade 
should be about,” Harris said. 
“The world would be a better 
place if we showed more love 
and gratitude.”

The keynote speaker for 
the event will be pastor and 
author Christopher Bowen, 
the founder of Living Faith 
International Ministries and 
of Living Faith Tabernacle in 
Forest Park. Other speakers 
are set to include Judge Rich-
ard Parker, soloist Virgil Har-
rison and city and county of-
ficials from the local area. All 
local pastors who attend the 
celebration will be recognized.

Harris said Bowen previ-
ously acted as a speaker at 
the event and was brought 
back due to popular demand.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Trackside Pizzeria and 
Pub was a bustle of activ-
ity Thursday evening as 
diners lined up to order 
brick oven pizza or grabbed 
a drink at the new restau-
rant’s bar.

Local restaurateur Der-
rick Williams, who also 
owns Duke’s Seafood and 
Wings, said the restaurant 
in Downtown Calhoun has 
been fairly busy since open-
ing last week. 

“It’s been good. People 
are lining up,” he said be-
tween loading the oven 
and slicing pizzas at din-
nertime on Thursday eve-
ning. 

Trackside occupies three 
storefronts of the recently 
redeveloped building on 
South Park Avenue. 

The center of the three 
rooms features a kitch-
en serving brick oven-
style pizza and plenty 
of seating. 

The space to the left 
features an arcade, in-

cluding a mix of older 
and newer arcade games. 
And the space to the right, 
adjacent to what will be 
Freight and Rail Brewing 
Co., includes additional 
seating, a full bar and 
pool tables.

Williams said previous-
ly he was excited to open 
a new business in town 
because people tend to 
complain about having 
few entertainment options 
in Calhoun, and he aims 
to bring life to the down-
town area.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Members of the Gordon County Com-
mission heard updates regarding and saw 
photos of the work taking place on the new 
county health department, 
as well as the second floor of 
the government plaza, dur-
ing their meeting Tuesday 
evening.

County Administrator Jim 
Ledbetter said the walls at 
the health department have 
gone up and the trusses are 
scheduled to arrive by Jan. 14. 

The structure is taking shape 
directly behind the existing health depart-
ment on North River Street.

Officials broke ground on the $2.3 mil-
lion Special Purpose, Local Option Sales 

Tax project back in November of last year. 
Ledbetter said at that time that the money 
has already been collected so every cent will 
go toward the project because the county 
won’t be paying any bond or finance fees. 
Due to the age and concerns such as mold 
and rot, the current health department 
building will be torn down after the new 
one is opened.

The project is scheduled to be complet-
ed in July.

Ledbetter also updated commissioners 
about the work to renovate the second floor 
of the Gordon County Government Plaza, 
which is the first step toward renovation 
of county courthouse and annex, another 
SPLOST project.

The walls there have been taken down 
and demolition is complete, he said, add-
ing that his office is scheduled to receive 
updates about both projects on Friday.

Trackside Pizzeria and Pub now open

Commissioners updated on 
health department, plaza

DNR: 3 spotlighting deer

Daniel Bell

Derrick Williams loads a pizza into the brick oven at Trackside Pizzeria and Pub on Thursday.

Contributed

Walls have gone up at the new Gordon County health department.

James 
Robert 

Abernathy

Dawson 
Lane Smith

Paula Doral 
Smith

See DNR, A5

Contributed

Demolition has been completed on the second floor of the 
Gordon County Government Plaza as part of the renovation.

Jim 
Ledbetter

See MLK, A5

Le f t :  P i z z a s 
cook inside the 
br ick over  at 
Trackside Pizze-
ria and Pub. Be-

low: Trackside 
bartender Gabby 
Casey hands a 
customer a beer 
Thursday eve-
ning.

♦
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