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Young 
Artists

By Ashworth Middle School 
student Jacob Land

By Ashworth Middle School 
student Cameron Cochran

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our 

Young Artists section. Pictures of 

artwork can be emailed to Man-

aging Editor Daniel Bell at DBell@

CalhounTimes.com. Please keep 

photos in their original format 

and do not alter them. Also, be 

sure to include the name of the 

student, their grade and the 

school they attend.

Bail case nearing settlement
By Diane Wagner
DWagner@RN-T.com

A federal lawsuit challenging Calhoun’s bail 
system for misdemeanor offenses – that gar-
nered national attention – is moving into its 
final stage.

“Expect to see some filings within a week or 
two,” said Andy Davis, a partner in the Rome 

law firm of Brinson Askew Berry 
that was hired to represent the city.

Walker v. Calhoun, launched in 
2015, was seen as a test case on 
Fourteenth Amendment rights of 
due process and equal protection 
for indigent defendants.

The constitutional issue was 
settled in April when the 11th Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals upheld the 
city’s current bail policy and the U.S. Supreme 
Court declined to hear the case.

What’s left are two local issues of law and 

resolution for Maurice Walker 
– an indigent man arrested for 
pedestrian under the influence 
who spent six days in jail with-
out a hearing because he couldn’t 
post the preset $160 cash bond.

Mediation had been scheduled 
for earlier this week in front of 
U.S. District Court Magistrate 

Judge Walter E. Johnson in Rome. Davis said 
that was deferred.

 ♦ A lawsuit against Calhoun challenged 
the policy for misdemeanor offenses.

Adairsville 
sewage 
plan open 
to comment

 ♦ CRBI hopes the plan 
will be ‘sufficient 
enough’ to address 
problems at the plant.

By Tom Spigolon
@TSpigolonNBR

A public comment period runs 
through Nov. 13 on Adairsville’s 
agreement with the state on 
a plan to fix an aging sewage 
treatment plant which spewed 
hundreds of thousands of gal-
lons of untreated wastewater 
into an area creek over a pe-
riod of a year and a half.

The series of incidents caused 
the Adairsville North Water 
Pollution Control Plant on Old 
Dixie Highway to exceed legal 
limits of discharge into nearby 
Ooth calooga Creek in 11 of 15 
months over two years.

The Georgia Environmental 
Protection Division recently 
agreed to a Consent Order with 
the city requiring Adairsville to 
submit a plan within 30 days 
to correct the regular series of 
discharges of untreated waste-
water from its Adairsville North 
plant and be required to pay 
a fine of more than $68,000.

The state EPD could have 
fined the city up to $100,000 
per day for the violations but 
EPD Director Richard Dunn 
“determined it is in the public 
interest to resolve all allegations 
raised … by entering into this 
order without the necessity of 
litigation and adjudication of 
the issues,” the order stated.

By Kelcey Caulder
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

Three local veterans sat 
wrapped in handmade 
quilts sewn together from 
red, white and blue fabric 
adorned with stars, stripes 
and other patriotic symbols 
on Wednesday evening at 
Gordon County’s American 
Legion Post 47. The quilts, 
awarded by the Quilts of 
Valor Country Squares sew-
ing group, were gifts rec-
ognizing them for their 
military service.

Brenda Park, the leader 
of the Country Squares sew-
ing group, said she loves 
being able to give some-
thing back to those who 

have sacrificed so much 
for the safety and protec-
tion of others.

“A lot of the people we 

give quilts to don’t feel that 
they deserve it. They think 
they should go to someone 
else or they tell us there are 

other people who deserve 
it more,” Park said. “But 
I tell them that everyone 
who has served deserves 
it. Every sacrifice is a sac-
rifice, and I am thankful 
for them.”

Those who received quilts 
on Wednesday were Army 
veteran Joe Eden, Air Force 
veteran Lamar Owens, and 
former Marine Edward 
Nelson.

Nelson is the only U.S. 
Marine Corps combat vet-
eran at Post 47. He served 
in Vietnam and was rec-
ognized on Wednesday 
for his dedication to both 
country and community.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Sen. Jeff Mullis, the guest speaker at 
Thursday’s meeting of the Northwest Georgia 
Regional Commission meeting in Calhoun, 
lauded the organization he was address-
ing, saying the relationships the members 
build are important.

“This is all about relationships, and I 
know that you know that, but it is,” said 
Mullis, a Chickamauga Republican repre-
senting Georgia’s 53rd District.

Mullis told commission members that 
he’s served the state senate for 19 years 
now, which makes him an exceptional vet-
eran since the average term nowadays is 
about 6.5 years. 

He said that experience and know how 
are valuable in the complicated process 
of governing.

“There are two things in life you should 
never see made: sausage and legislation,” 
Mullis said.

Honoring local veterans

Thanks with Quilts of Valor 

Sen. Jeff Mullis talks up the value of 
relationships at Regional Commission

Kelcey Caulder 

Local veterans Joe Eden, Lamar Owens and Edward Nelson were presented with their own unique Quilts of Valor.

Daniel Bell

State Sen. Jeff Mullis speaks to members of the Northwest 
Georgia Regional Commission on Thursday in Calhoun.

George 
Govignon

Andy Davis

Kelcey Caulder 

Quilts of Valor sew group leader Brenda Park presented 
local veterans Joe Eden, Lamar Owens, and Edward 
Nelson with certificates and quilts on Wednesday.
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