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The Stocks family is 
organizing their annual 
holiday meal for the 
community coming up 
on Saturday, November 
17 at the Nathan Dean 
Community Center on 
Goodyear Avenue in 
Rockmart. The event 
includes a meal, a coat 
drive and much more. 
Donations to help with 
the meal or of toys to give 
to local youth in need are 
welcome and appreciated. 
Those interested in helping 
out can contact Stocks at 
678-719-1981. 

The 2018 National 
Revolution first place 
competition team from 
the Ballet Garden are back 
this week in Rockmart 
for their annual Holiday 
Fundraiser for 2019. They’ll 
be hosting Photos with 
Santa this Saturday, Nov. 
10 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at 
Fairview Baptist Church’s 
Fellowship Hallo, located 
at 881 Fairview Road, 
Rockmart. Cost is $25 for a 
photo package with Santa or 

See CALENDAR, A12
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SHARION’S 
SILK FLOWER OUTLET, LLC

Annual Christmas Open House
NOVEMBER 9TH - NOVEMBER 11TH  • FRIDAY & SATURDAY 9-5 • SUNDAY 1-5

NET SPECIALS - 3 DAYS ONLY!

All 21 in, Mesh Ribbon  - $3 Roll • #9 Velvet Ribbon 100 yd. rolls-$5 Roll
#9x10 yds wired ribbon-$1 Roll • #40x10 yds wired ribbon -  $2 Roll

One of a kind Glass Ornaments Med. Size $1, Lge. Size $1.50

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Hurricane season isn’t 
technically over yet, but with 
cooler weather now fully in place 
it is more likely now the south 
won’t experience the full fury of 
another storm hitting land. 

At least that is the hope of those 
now in recovery mode along the 
Florida panhandle and throughout 
South Georgia, which continues 
to work toward the goal of getting 
back to normal after Hurricane 
Michael struck in October. 

Polk County is lending their own 
support in many ways to ensure 
that needed supplies and people 
ready to work make their way to 
disaster zones as soon as possible. 

Among those who have already 
been in the disaster zone are area 
EMTs and paramedics from 
Redmond EMS, who were sent 
down by HCA Healthcare to help 
with evacuation efforts from Gulf 
Coast Medical Center. 

Redmond EMS Director Marty 
Robinson said a group of 10 went 
in a first wave just days after 
Hurricane Michael came and 
went, and crews have consistently 
been rotated down and back home 
to help transport people who are 
sick from the Panama City hospital 
to other area facilities. 

He said because road conditions 

were through mid-October 
difficult, it took many hours each 
trip to transport people out of Gulf 
Coast Medical Center to other 
facilities. It was damaged by the 
storm and essentially only could 
take emergency cases, which have 
to be transferred elsewhere for 
more thorough care.

“We got that call around 7:30 
on Thursday morning after the 
hurricane hit to get ready to move 
out,” Robinson said. “Our first 
wave of crews left just after lunch.” 

They stayed busy for a long 

stretch of days to allow first 
responders and medical personnel 
in Panama City to go home and 
check on their families and homes, 
Robinson said. 

He said the opening days in 
the area were “pretty rough” on 
all who lent support. And in the 
opening 10 day stretch and those 
that have followed, several crews 
from the area have taken part 
in efforts to help move patients 
from the hospital. 

Hurricane Help 
coming from Polk
Relief efforts coming from a variety of sources 

to help Florida panhandle, South Georgia 
recover from Michael’s path of destruction

Growth key theme 
for State of the 

Community event 

Workforce, economic 
development 

priorities in 2018

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

A lot of good has come out of a busy 
year for local governments, from big 
announcements that included a trip from 
Governor Nathan Deal to Polk County, 
to seeing new business growth being 
completed in Cedartown and Rockmart. 

These accomplishments and more were 
just some of the topics covered during the 
annual State of the Community event held 
as October was coming to a close, with a 
number of local officials providing reports 
back on items of note for the county as 
a whole.

If there was an unofficial theme for the 
night for 2018’s event, it came down to 
this: growth. Everywhere Polk County is 
seeing new houses, new food options, the 
potential even for new hotels. Those who 
talked about the projects accomplished 
now are looking at what’s to come, and 
they see positive results from projects put 
into motion in the past. 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Local educators and officials are all about 
making a greater impact on the community 
over the past year with new initiatives, and 
got to show what they’ve achieved during the 
2018 State of the Community event. 

The annual dinner and address from local 
leaders sponsored by H&R Block, Georgia 
Power and Family Savings Credit Union was 
all about growth not just for local governments, 
but also for organizations helping businesses 
and industries, and for education as well. 

Among all the notable changes in 2018, 
those happening within the schools seek to 
have an impact on not just the children who 
make up the future workforce, but those who 
have been out of a job and now find the labor 
market much easier to re-enter. 

Here’s how education, business and industry 
have fared in Polk County in 2018: 

Wrap-around services a big 
focus for PSD

It used to be that schools worried about 
having enough textbooks and desks for 
students to use in classrooms across Polk 

Staff  reports

Midterm elections are here, and 
the vote is just getting underway 
for some of our readers, while 
others will get the paper and will 
likely know the outcome of local 
and statewide races. 

Coverage of how Polk County 

voted will be available starting 
Tuesday night (Nov. 6) online, 
a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  f o l l o w - u p 
coverage will begin showing up 
on Polkstandardjournal.com 
sometime today. 

All this comes as the Board 
of Elections reported that they 
expected the early vote tallies to 
top more than 7,000 in-person 
votes and several hundred paper 
ballots to add on top of that as 
deadline approached on Nov. 2 
and the three-week period before 
the Nov. 6 vote came to a close. 

Several positions are up for vote 

this year, with local contested 
races including the District 2 
County race between incumbent 
and current Commission Chair 
Jennifer Hulsey and challenger 
Ricky Clark. Voters are also 
deciding in a three-way race 
between Jerilyn Purdy, Ray 
Carter and Larry Reynolds on 
who will fill the remaining time 
for a District 3 seat. 

Polk County’s  ballot  also 
includes the proposed extension 
of the one-penny Special Purpose, 
Local Option Sales Tax to be 
renewed in 2020 for $32 million 

in projects. 
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  s t a t e w i d e 

conte s te d  race s  inc lude  a 
decision on a new governor, 
Lieutenant Governor, Secretary 
of State, School Superintendent, 
Agriculture Commissioner, 
Insurance Commissioner and 
many more. Along with a number 
of state seats, 

See a sample ballot online on 
Tuesday morning for more on 
who is on the ballot in 2018.

Uncontested races include 

It’s all about the midterms

See HELP, A9See WORKFORCE, A8

See ELECTION, A2

 ♦  The 2018 campaign season 
concludes Tuesday, results can 
be found at Polkstandardjournal.
com

 ♦  2018 sees big projects started, new 
neighbors all over Polk County

 ♦  PSD, DAPC and Chamber all about 
providing assistance in their own way 
over past year

See GROWTH, A8

The Department of Family and Childrens Services of Polk and Haralson 
County put their efforts together to provide supplies to areas still recov-
ering from the damage caused by Hurricane Michael in early October. 
Employees gathered up supplies to send to southwest Georgia and sent 
them off before the end of the month. / Contributed by Robin Forston

A trio of Redmond EMS ambulances went down to help at Gulf Coast Medical Center in Panama City, 
Fla., following the damage inflicted on the facility by the landfall of Hurricane Matthew. / Contributed 

GOVERNMENT I STATE OF THE COMMUNITY


