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Mark those calendars 
now on Sept. 29 for the 
upcoming Outreach 
Tabernacle’s night of 
southern gospel at the 
church at 1351 Co. Road 31 
in Muscadine, Ala. They’ll 
be hosting The Masters 
Touch from Valley, Ala., 
and Chattanooga’s His 
Call and The Yarbroughs 
from Bremen. Outreach 
Tabernacle’s church choir 
will also perform under 
the direction of GW Cash. 
The night of song starts 
at 5:30 p.m. Central. 

Get ready for another 
rocking night at the 
Cedartown Performing 
Arts Center as Polk 
C o u n t y  w e l c o m e s 
WILKES to the stage with 
several special guests on 
Saturday, Oct. 27. Doors 
will open for the show at 
6:30 p.m. and tickets are 
on sale now and start at 
$15. WILKES will be 
joined by Kaleb Lee, Pryor 
Baird and Garrison Ray 
for the event. Call the 
box office at 770-748-
4168 to reserve tickets 
now, or go online to 
cedartownshows.com.

Outreach Tabernacle on 
Muscadine, Ala., located 
at 1351 County Road 31, 
is holding their revival 
services on Saturday, Sept. 
22 and Sunday, Sept. 23 
with guest evangelist Rev. 
Robert Paul Lamb and 
Debbie Lamb preaching 
the gospel. Services get 
underway on Sept. 22 at 
6 p.m. central, and 9:30 
a.m. on Sept. 23. For 
more information contact 
Pastor Rouzelle Sanders 
at 770-712-1032. 

See CALENDAR, A12

 ♦ Idea starting to gain 
traction with county, cities 
for joint venture

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

Rethink Rockmart founding 
member Sherman Ross has remained 
determined in his goal to help create 
a land bank within Polk, and he 
once again spoke with the county’s 
commissioners to share some insight 
into the project.

Abandoned, unwanted properties 
can be foreclosed and sold through 

the land bank -- helping to remove 
market stagnation. This puts 
otherwise unclaimed houses and 
buildings back on tax row and gives 
the structures a chance to be used 
again. 

While each municipality in Polk 
would be free to use the tool, it can’t 
be created at all without the county’s 
approval.

“It will take in properties, 
abandoned properties, primarily 
where people owe back-taxes,” Ross 
explained at an earlier Rethink 
meeting. “Those can be foreclosed on 
and put into the land bank authority, 
and the land bank authority can offer 
those for sale. Primarily, what we 

like to do is get developers involved,” 
Ross said. “Get them interested in 
acquiring these properties, and if its 
an abandoned home, either renovate 
it, tear it down, or build something 
new. Its going to be a great tool that 
will benefit the whole community.”

Ross mentioned that Polk’s 
individual cities have shown 
approval, but one of the last 
remaining obstacles towards creating 
the bank is assigning board members 
to help manage it. 

An odd number of representatives 
is required for voting, so the group is 
looking for at least one member from 
each city. The county is currently 
being allotted two seats due to their 

size and the fact they would provide 
the initial seed money in the event 
the land bank is created.

“The cities are in the process of 
working to identify representatives,” 
Ross said during the Sept. 10 
meeting.

The process is still in its early 
stage, however. How many, and 
who, will be on the board is still 
very much on the table. Since Polk 
is separated into three distinct 
districts, County Chairperson 
Jennifer Hulsey demonstrated an 
interest in appointing three county 
representatives.

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Go sing “Happy Birthday” this 
week to the Chick-fil-A cow at a 
number of events that continue 
through Friday as the restaurant 
celebrates their first year in Polk 
County. 

The Chick-fil-A of Rockmart 
officially celebrated their first 
anniversary on Friday, Sept. 14, but 
the party continues at the restaurant 
as today they hand out goodie bags 
to the first 50 children served in the 
restaurant, on Thursday continue 
with a canned food drive for local 
food banks, and more through the 
weekend. 

Owner Zach Thomas said he was 
excited to get to enjoy a week of fun 
after he spent years trying to get 
Chick-fil-A to locate a restaurant in 
Polk County, and that continuing to 
see that dream fulfilled daily is one 
of the many things he’s thankful for 
in his life. 

Most of all, he’s glad local 
customers love the restaurant’s 
signature chicken recipes, and keep 
coming back to order more. 

“Thank you Polk County for an 
amazing first year,” Thomas said. 
“We are so grateful to have a business 
in our home community where we 
can continue to give back for many 
years to come!”

Af ter  severa l  months  o f 
construction at their Nathan Dean 
Parkway location, the restaurant 
opened in September 2017. Prior to 
that, Thomas and his family operated 
the Chick-fil-A location at MacLand 
Crossing in Marietta for nine years. 

He said at the time before the 
store’s opening he’d tried to bring 
Chick-fil-A to Cedartown in his 
original application with the company 
headquartered in Atlanta, and settled 
on Rockmart as a new home for his 
franchise after giving up the Marietta 
location. 

Along with the restaurant, Thomas 
and his family also run the Leader 
Farm, which develops the talents of 
promising young managers in his 
organization through a program 
developed to help not only become 
better team members, but potential 

future business owners for each 
participant. 

The restaurant locally under 
Thomas’ leadership participates in a 
lot of community activities, including 
the Chick-fil-A Leader Academy 
at both Cedartown and Rockmart 
High Schools, providing donations 
to community organizations through 
spirit nights, handed out scholarships 
to their own team members and even 
brought Camp Winshape to Polk 
County. Those are just a few examples 
among a lot of other programs that 
Thomas is involved in as well. 

Thomas has also been involved 
in LEAD Polk and in conjunction 
with the Polk County Chamber of 
Commerce, provides Behind the 
Scenes tours of how Chick-fil-A 
operations work and how those 
ideas can apply to other businesses. 

Thomas is a 1999 graduate of the 
U.S. Military Academy, Thomas is 
a former U.S. Army officer who 

served in the 101st Airborne and 
U.S. Army Rangers, and also was 
founder of Ranger Coffee Company 
and Soldier Cafe before he was 
ordained a minister and went into 
business as a Chick-fil-A owner.

He’s also still happy about the 
shortened commute he now travels 
daily between Cedartown and 
Rockmart to get home to his wife 
Christi and their six children.

Celebrations aren’t quite done 
just yet for Chick-fil-A of Rockmart. 

During Thursday’s canned food 
drive, customers are asked to bring 
in at least three canned goods 
during breakfast to receive a free 
Chicken Biscuit, and during lunch 
an additional three canned good 
items gets customers a free Chick-
fil-A sandwich. 

Family night is coming up this 
Friday from 5 to 7 p.m. for those 

Chick-fil-A celebrates 
first birthday this week

Staff at Chick-fil-A of Rockmart gathered on Friday, Sept. 14 during the lunch hour for a brief moment to celebrate 
the restaurant’s first birthday. This week Chick-fil-A has several events going on to continue the inaugural anniver-
sary of their opening. / Kevin Myrick

Rivers Alive 
coming to 
Rockmart 

this weekend
By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

Every year, volunteers don 
shoes they don’t mind getting 
dirty, put on a pair of gloves 
and grab a trash bag to ensure 
when local residents want to get 
into local creeks and streams, 
they do so without the fear of 
being in dirty water. 

That’s the goal of the 
annual Rivers Alive organized 
around the country by local 
organizations like Keep Polk 
Beautiful with the idea in 
mind to clean up after people 
who litter, which ends up via 
the flow of run-off  and over 
time the bottles, cans and 
wrappers go into watersheds 
like Euharlee Creek.  

Randy Cook, Executive 
Director of Keep Polk Beautiful, 
said this upcoming Saturday’s 
event at Seaborn Jones Park 
in Rockmart is a much needed 
remedy to help keep the 
Euharlee clean. 

 “We’re so excited about 
Rivers Alive this year,” Cook 
said. “I think our numbers are 
going to be great… we’ve got 
lots of scouts, lots of churches 
coming.” 

C o o k  i s  a s k i n g  t h a t 
individuals join in the efforts 
with groups already committed 
to coming out on Saturday 
morning at 8 a.m. at the park. 
He said volunteers will start 

Zach Thomas, owner and operator of the Chick-fil-A of Rockmart, stands inside 
the restaurant with his family.

Cedartown 
OKs sewer 

project loans
 ♦ Lower rate for GEFA 

financing than thought 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

The City of Cedartown is 
moving into the next stage 
of a forthcoming wastewater 
system upgrade with approval 
of loan conditions with the 
Georgia Environmental Finance 
Authority. 

City Commissioners voted 
unanimously to accept a $3 
million loan from GEFA at a 
1.25 percent interest rate, much 
less than what the city expected 
to pay. The loan is being used to 
fund the cost of new lift stations 
in dire need of replacement, 
replacement rotary screens at 
the wastewater plant to remove 
trash out of the system, and the 
renovation of a sewer line on 
Cave Spring Road. 

“That will save the city many, 
many thousands of dollars,” 
City Manager Bill Fann said 
when he reported back to the 
commission on the conditions 
of the loan. 

News of the lower rate 
for the loan on the project 
through the Clean Water 
State Revolving Fund, which 
provides municipalities 
needed funding for water 
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