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Area Calendar 

of Events

The 2019 Riverwalk 
Festival on the Euharlee 
is coming to downtown 
Rockmart on Saturday, 
Oct. 19 from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m., with music and 
make-up Homespun fire-
works planned from 6:30 
to 9 p.m. Join the fun at 
Seaborn Jones Park for arts 
and crafts, food and the 
Rotary Duck Races. Call 
678-883-9024 for more 
information or email trail-
head@rockmart-ga.gov.

The Community is in-
vited to the Historic Van 
Wert Church & Cemetery 
on October 19 at 10 a.m. 
for a Veterans Memorial 
Service that will feature 
the 8th Regimental Band. 
The church is located at 
72 Church St. Rockmart.

Taylorsville Baptist 
Church is having their 
annual Homecoming Ser-
vice on Sunday, Oct. 20 
starting at 10:30 a.m., 
with the message being 
provided by Brother Tom-
my Harris, former pastor. 
The service will also fea-
ture music from The Av-
enue Trio. Lunch and fel-
lowship to follow, all are 
welcome to attend. Tay-
lorsville Baptist Church 
is located at 19 Church 
Street in Taylorsville, Ga.

Anna Kresge Memorial 
United Methodist Church 
in Cedartown is hosting 
their Homecoming Ser-
vice on Sunday, October 
27 with worship to begin 
at 10:55 a.m. The church 
is celebrating 15 years 
in their sanctuary at 15 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

The graves of hundreds of 
people were at the beginning 
of the year hidden away in the 
woods just outside of the Aragon 
city limits on Prospect Road, 
where a century ago a church 
stood.

Now a group of volunteers 
continue to bring back the final 
resting place of people whose 
names in many cases were never 
recorded on their gravestones, 
and provide a reminder of what 

came before in Polk County.
The work began earlier in the 

year thanks to the efforts of J.R. 
Forsyth, who is now heading 
up a new effort on the Restore 
Cotton Hill Cemetery Facebook 
page and with an GoFundMe 
campaign to match to bring 
a gazebo to the property that 
used to be home to Shady Grove 
Methodist Episcopal Church.

The campaign sought to 
raise $3,500 toward the goal 
of placing the structure in the 

Cotton Hill Cemetery volunteer work continues, underway 

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

The Development Authority 
of Polk County made their final 
vote and approved a new hire to 
take over as President and CEO 
of the organization during their 

latest meeting.
Terry Schwindler 

will be joining the 
DAPC starting on 
Monday, Novem-
ber 4 after closing 
out her final days 
as Putnam County’s 
Economic Develop-
ment Director.

She served in that 
role for the past six 

years and in the process recruited 
80 new companies and kept an-
other 58 companies in the county 
northeast of Macon. Prior to her 
hire to head up Putnam Coun-
ty’s Development Authority in 
2013, she served as the Manager 
of Business and Industry for the 
Macon Economic Development 
Authority.

Schwindler holds a Bachelor’s 
degree from the BSBA in Market-
ing University of Florida and an 
Master’s in Business Adminis-
tration and Marketing from Ken-
nesaw State University.

Staff  reports

Halloween Hoopla so far is prov-
ing to be a lot of fun for folks 
around Polk County as events 
continue through the spooky sea-
son thanks to the Chamber of 
Commerce.

One event that will prove to be 
a lot of fun for the whole family 
and also lend opportunity for some 
scares is the forthcoming Hocus 
Pocus Family Night scheduled for 
Thursday, October 24 at 6 p.m.

For the second year in a row, 
the Chamber with the help of 

H&R Block will be showing the 
cult Halloween classic “Hocus 
Pocus” in the auditorium at the 
Rockmart campus of Georgia 
Northwestern Technical College, 
with the opportunity for ghouls 
and gremlins of all sizes to enjoy 
trick-or-treat bags, popcorn, a 
coloring station and a chance to 
win a Hocus Pocus-themed door 
hanger during the event.

The hanger will be raffled off 
following the conclusion of the 
movie.

Those who want to dress up for 
the evening are also encouraged 

to do so. The event is free for all 
who wish to participate.

Chamber Executive Director 
Blair Elrod said the whole of the 
community is encouraged to come 
out and show their love for the 
Halloween season.

“We are looking forward once 
again to a fun Hocus Pocus Fam-
ily Night, but it’s not the only 
celebrations we’re having for 
Halloween,” Elrod said. “There’s 
plenty of fun to be had before the 
season ends.”

DAPC hires 
Schwindler 
for new 
president

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

October is perhaps the most 
cause-heavy time of the year.

While breast cancer awareness 
and drug prevention are certain-
ly important topics to remember 
and provide assistance, it is cru-
cial to also recognize that this 
month marks National Domes-
tic Violence Awareness Month.

Millions of men and women will 
suffer physical and mental abuse 
from their partners or loved ones 
each year. It’s an issue that affects 
people regardless of race, religion, 
status, or origin, and while many 
locations don’t have the resources 
needed to combat domestic vio-
lence, Polk County does.

Our House continues to provide 
temporary shelter, temporary 
protective orders, legal advocacy, 
support group references, referral 
services, and many other services 
for those in need. The group’s 24-
hour crisis line – 770-749-9330 
— ensures help is always avail-
able, and between July 2010 and 

Events coming for 
Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

The City of Aragon never 
fails to put Tom Pittman 
Field to good use.

Residents gathered to-
gether over the weekend 
the first-ever Fall Festival, 
locals got the chance to 
celebrate all things Octo-
ber in traditional Aragon 
fashion.

While the city has held 
events like the Pumpkin 
Fest in years past, the Fall 
Festival saw even more 
activities and games for 
citizens to take part in. 
Attendees were kept busy 
with hayrides, live music, 

inflatable rides, hatchet-
throwing, face painting, 
rock climbing, mechanical 
bull rides, bungee tram-

polines, basketball games, 
and much more.

Admission was free, and 
while some items did cost 

money, the outdoor show-
ing of “Casper” gave ev-
eryone a chance to come 
together and enjoy them-
selves at no cost.

Even members of Ara-
gon City Council could be 
seen joining in the fun, 
and since the festivities 
were scheduled for 10 a.m. 
through 9 p.m., locals were 
free to stop by at almost 
any point during the day.

Different events were 
scheduled over the course 
of the Oct. 12 festival, but 
regardless of when citizens 
showed up, they were treat-
ed to live performances 

Terry 
Schwindler

A Bunch of 
Hocus Pocus

Chamber events 
continue through 
month’s end for 

Halloween celebration

New fundraiser is underway to help 
purchase a gazebo to place on the 
property, continue preservation efforts

Kevin Myrick

The graves of William Freeman and his family sparked an interest by an Aragon man to help 
preserve Cotton Hill Cemetery on Prospect Road. Volunteers raised a flagpole on the site to 
honor Freeman’s service late in the Civil War for the U.S. Cavalry. See CALENDAR, A10

See DAPC, A2

See CEMETERY, A6

Left: The Polk County 
Chamber of Commerce’s 
Halloween Hoopla contin-
ued with Slime Time 
Kitchen at the Cedartown 
Welcome Center and Depot 
on Friday, Oct. 11. Below: 
Youth put their mixing skills 
to the test for Slime Time 
Kitchen, the latest Hallow-
een Hoopla event orga-
nized by the Polk County 
Chamber of Commerce.

♦

Contributed by Blair Elrod

See HALLOWEEN, A9

Aragon hosts Fall Festival over the weekend

Sean Williams

Hay bales made up a maze at the Aragon Fall Festival 
on Oct. 12.

See FALL, A13See EVENTS, A13


