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Atlanta radio 
station shares 
Christmas spirit

HS BASKETBALL
Lady Phoenix, 
Phoenix snatch 
two early-season 
region wins at 
Calhoun
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The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our 

Young Artists section� Pictures of 

artwork can be emailed to Manag-

ing Editor Spencer Lahr at SLahr@

CalhounTimes�com� Please keep 

photos in their original format and 

do not alter them� Also, be sure to 

include the name of student, their 

grade and the school they attend� 

Young  
Artists

Huddle with us over the cases

and pick a brilliant gift. Sprint back

to your car.

Dash over

to your car.

Hand it off to her

Christmas morning.

Into the house

you go, gift

in your pocket.
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Gentlemen, here’s the

winning play for Christmas
Strategy, technique, execution - beautiful! Well done, men!

forumrivercenter.com • 706-291-5281 301 Tribune Street • Downtown Rome, GA

This artwork is from Red 
Bud Middle School sev-
enth-grader Wyatt Key� 

This artwork is from Ash-
wor th  Midd le  Schoo l 
eighth-grader Angie Lopez� 

By Spencer Lahr
SLahr@CalhounTimes.com

The discovery of a make-
shift methamphetamine 
lab at a Calhoun Crossing 
apartment by police Monday 
resulted in the temporary 
evacuation of the complex 
and nearby homes as a DEA 
hazmat unit out of Atlanta 
was called in to clean up 
the dangerous materials, 
which could have “burnt 
the whole complex down,” 
police say. 

According to Calhoun 
Police Department reports: 

The residents of Apart-
ment 16 at the 601 Harlan 
St. complex were taken into 
custody in connection to the 
lab just after 4 p.m. Mon-
day. Amanda Jean Skaja, 

34, and Richard Thomas 
Skaja, 35, both remained in 
jail Tuesday without bond. 
Amanda Skaja is charged 
with possession of meth and 
probation violation. Rich-
ard Skaja is charged with 
probation violation. How-
ever, additional charges are 
pending, according to Cal-
houn Police Chief Tony Pyle. 

Calhoun police received 
an anonymous tip recently 
concerning the Skaja and 
their activities in their apart-
ment, Pyle said. Following 
an investigation, police dis-
covered the residents were 
on probation. So in unison 
with probation officials, 
police went to the Calhoun 
Crossing apartment Mon-
day and conducted a search, 
discovering the meth lab. 

“At that point, when we 
realized what we had come 
across, we called the DEA 
to process it and clean the 
lab up,” Pyle said. 

The area of Harlan Street 
and Calhoun Avenue was 

shut down, and residents of 
the apartment complex and 
nearby homes were evacu-
ated until the cleanup could 
be completed. The hazmat 

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

When Anna Durham agreed to be the point 
person for a planned sendoff for National 
Guard soldiers early last week, she did so 
knowing that her husband of 10 years and 
father of her two children would be among 
them as they were deployed to Afghanistan. 

She said the support from Gordon County 
to plan this ceremony for members of HHT 
1-108th Cavalry, a part of the Georgia Army 

National Guard 48th Infantry Brigade Com-
bat Team, was “amazing.” 

“I had so many people that came to me and 
ask to help,” said Anna, who also serves as 
the chair of the Family Readiness Group, of 
the event, which was held at Georgia North-
western Technical College. “It’s amazing 
how well everyone came together to help. 
The support between the FRG members 
and the city has been amazing.”

The FRG chair recognized the Chamber of 
Commerce, the Calhoun Police Department, 
local fire departments, local restaurants, 
grocery stores, churches and schools in the 
Gordon County area as being extremely 
helpful in volunteering their time, efforts

Meth lab bust prompts evacuation, cleanup
 ♦ Calhoun police come upon a makeshift 

methamphetamine lab at a Calhoun Crossing 
apartment while following up on an 
anonymous tip, leading to the temporary 
evacuation of residents as a DEA hazmat unit 
cleans up the scene.  

By Spencer Lahr
SLahr@CalhounTimes.com

A special election to fill the 
state House seat left by the 
death of Calhoun Republi-
can John Meadows has been 
called for Jan. 8, 2019. 

Meadows, 
who served 
as chairman 
of the pow-
erful rules 
c o m m i t -
tee in the 
House and as 
the mayor of 
Calhoun, had 
just won a re-
election bid 

in the District 5 race before 
he died following a battle 
with stomach cancer last 
month. 

Qualifying for the special 
election opens today and 
closes Friday at the Secretary 
of State Elections Division 
office, 2 Martin Luther King 
Jr. Drive SE, West Tower 
Suite 802, in Atlanta. The 
hours for qualifying are 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m. today and 
Thursday, and 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Friday. The qualifying 
fee is $400.

If no candidate receives 
the more than 50 percent 
needed to win the election 
outright on Jan. 8, then a 
runoff election will be held 
Feb. 5. 

Special 
election 

called to fill 
Meadows’ 

seat
 ♦ There will be a 

special election on 
Jan. 8, 2019, in which 
voters will decide on 
who will take the 
District 5 state House 
seat left open 
following the death of 
Rep. John Meadows, 
R-Calhoun.

 ♦ Chair of Family Readiness Group 
and wife of National Guard soldier 
shares her experience.

Deployment affects people differently
Nathan 
and Anna 
Durham 
with their 
two sons, 
Brian, 8, 
and 
Joshua, 5, 
prior to 
Nathan’s 
deployment 
to Fort 
Stewart�

♦
ContributedSee DEPLOY, A8

John 

Meadows

See ELECTION, A9

An Erlanger Hospital helicopter prepares to take off from a field beside the Calhoun High School softball field on Mon-
day with a victim from a wreck� For the story, see Page A9� / Alexis Draut

Apartment No� 16 in the Calhoun’s Crossing Apartment 
Complex was discovered on Monday to contain a makeshift 
meth lab� / Alexis Draut

See METH, A8


