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Young 
Artists

The Calhoun Times is looking to fea-

ture student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork can 

be emailed to Managing Editor Spen-

cer Lahr at SLahr@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter them. 

Also, be sure to include the name of 

the student, their grade and the 

school they attend.

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

Charity Muse is a therapist, a life coach 
and the co-founder of her private practice. 
But she is also a mother, a wife, a daugh-
ter, a native of Tennessee and the product 
of a Pentecostal family.

Through the course of her life, she’s wres-
tled with questions about what she believes, 
what occupation she wants to pursue and 
how she views herself and other people. 
One of her most pressing questions has 
been finding where she belongs, as she’s 

often felt alone.
Charity, who identifies as a lesbian, has 

experienced her share of criticism from 
church congregations, staff and students 
from her university and even close friends.

Yet, Charity has overcome these obsta-
cles and found how she can be a light, she 
said. Now, she works as a therapist in Cal-
houn who offers comfort and compassion 
to her patients, aiming to create a safe space 
for people who feel like they don’t belong.

Discovering herself

Charity was born into a Pentecostal family 
in Falling Water, Tennessee, and grew up 
going to the church her grandfather built 

Counselor provides a safe space
 ♦ Knowing what it’s like not to 

belong, Calhoun therapist opens 
her doors for others like her.

Contributed

Resonance is located at 310 W. Line St. in Calhoun.

Staff reports

To round out all the learn-
ing of an entire school year, 
Sonoraville Elementary stu-
dents had the opportunity to 
look toward the future and what 
careers they may possibly find 
themselves in one day during 
Career Day.

The special event gave stu-
dents the opportunity to pre-
view the many career oppor-
tunities in Gordon County, 
allowing them to explore and 
participate hands-on with com-
munity business leaders and 
employees from across the 
county.

Whether it was building bird 
houses with Ernie Smith of Bat-
tlefield Building Supply, learn-
ing about business manage-
ment from Crystal Purser of 
Chick-fil-A, or getting in Charlie 
Durden’s North Georgia EMC 
bucket truck, the kids were able 
to be interactive, ask questions 
and consider what they want 
to be when they grow up.

In addition, Gordon County 
Schools was able to provide 
educational stakeholders like 
video production teacher Bran-
don Hufstetler, Superintendent 
Susan Remillard, and Adven-

tHealth nurse and Gordon 
County Schools Board mem-
ber Dana Stewart to share their 
experiences and get students 
involved with CTAE pathway 
clusters.

Sonoraville Elementary 
school counselor Stacey Cohea 
was extremely excited to invite 
the Chamber of Commerce and 
Chief Magistrate Judge Pat 
Rasbury to speak, in addition 
to leaders or employees from 
Mohawk, Chick-Fil-A, Adven-
tHealth Gordon, North Georgia 
National Bank, Home Depot, 
North Georgia EMC, Gordon 
County Schools, CrossFit Oscar 
Mike, Battlefield Building Sup-
ply, Gordon County’s Sheriff’s, 

fire, and ambulance depart-
ments, 4-H, Clint Hayes Plumb-
ing equipment, and local truck 
drivers and construction work-
ers.

“These partnerships are 
extremely vital for the success 
of all students because it gives 
purpose to the hard work and 
involvement they do in public 
school through obtaining an 
education,” a news release from 
the school stated. “Students 
were thrilled to listen, inquire, 
and explore with these individ-
uals. Sonoraville Elementary 
hopes to have an even larger 
turnout next year!”

Sonoraville finishes school 
year with Career Day event

 ♦ Students get a head 
start on thinking about 
what their future career 
will be. 

Contributed

Sonoraville Elementary students test out the controls on a piece of construction equipment for 
Career Day last month.

Contributed 

Sparky makes a stop at Sonoraville Elementary for Career Day 
last month.

Staff reports

The Calhoun Times will welcome Daniel Bell as 
the new managing editor next week.

Bell, who currently works as the news editor 
for the Daily Citizen-News in Dalton, will take 
on his new role with the Calhoun Times starting 
Monday. He will replace current Managing Edi-

tor Spencer Lahr, who is moving 
back to Michigan to help take care 
of his family’s farm.

“I’m excited to return to Calhoun 
as editor of the Calhoun Times,” 
Bell said. “I’ve already heard a lot 
of good things about the current 
staff and I’m eager to continue the 
service the newspaper provides the 
community.”

In 2005, Bell graduated from the 
University of West Georgia with a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in mass communications. He worked in 
Rome for seven years, including as deputy editor 
of the Rome News-Tribune.

After his time at the Rome News, Bell worked at 
Racemark International in Calhoun as an e-com-
merce marketing manager. Then in 2015, he joined 
the staff of the Daily-Citizen News, where he has 
been for the last four years.

Bell is married to Samantha Bishop Bell, and 
they have a 6-year-old son named Donovan.

“It’s often said that a newspaper is the first rough 
draft of history, and I aim to ensure that the Times 
continues to record and report on all those build-
ing blocks that construct the history of Calhoun 
and Gordon County on a daily basis,” Bell said.

New editor 
named 

Daniel Bell

See COUNSELOR, A9

By Alexis Draut
ADraut@CalhounTimes.com

On Thursday morning, a truck traveling north 
on U.S. 41 veered into the opposite lane, striking 
a southbound motorcycle head-on and killing 
the motorcycle driver, according to the Geor-
gia State Patrol.

According to Georgia State Patrol reports:
On May 30, around 5:45 a.m. a call to Gor-

don County 911 reported a wreck on U.S. 41 
and Enterprise Drive.

A 1994 Chevrolet white pickup truck, driven 
by Donald King, 60, of Adairsville, was travel-
ing north on U.S. 41 and crossed the center line 
of the highway, colliding with a southbound 
2008 Suzuki motorcycle. Robert Burns, 48, of 
Calhoun, was driving the motorcycle and was 
pronounced dead at the scene. King was sus-
pected to have minor or visible injuries.

A Specialized Collision Reconstruction Team 
responded to the scene, as well Gordon EMS. 
The collision took place in an active construc-
tion zone where there were lane closures and 
lowered speed limits.

No alcohol was involved and charges are still 
pending. SCRT will be conducting the follow-
up investigation.

Wreck on U.S. 41 
results in fatality

See CAREER, A11

This piece of metal work is 
f rom Red Bud Middle 
School seventh-grader Jax-
son Pate.

This piece of metal work is 
from Red Bud Middle 
School seventh-grader Kara 
Cordell.


