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with win over 
rival LFO.
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Check out 
CatoosaWalkerNews’ 
Facebook page. It’s a 
great 
place 
for you 
to post 
items of 
interest (such as up-
coming events), discuss 
what’s happening in 
our community and in 
the news, or just send 
us a message. And don’t 
forget to “Like” us!

Editor’s note: This summary 
of a research paper was sent 
by Ball State University  more 
than a month before the 
fatal shootings at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parkland, Fla. Since that 
shooting in Broward County, 
just north of Miami, there have 
been threats of violence leading 
to closures, lock downs and 
student expulsions at several 
schools in the Tri-State area. 

One third of parents 
believe their local high school 
will suffer a shooting incident 
in the next three years, 
but few know of effective 
countermeasures to stop such 

violence from happening, says 
a new study from Ball 
State University.

Parents’ 
Expectations of High 
Schools in Firearm 
Violence Prevention, a 
multi-university survey 
of 257 Midwestern 
parents, found that 
about 36 percent of 
respondents believed 
their local high school 
was ‘highly likely’ to 
have a gun incident in the next 
three years.

“Gun violence is a major 
issue among parents, who 
often have a limited grasp 

of potentially effective 
interventions to reduce 
such events,” said 
Jagdish Khubchandani, 
an associate professor 
of health science at 
Ball State University. 
Khubchandani authored 
the study with faculty 
from the University 
of Toledo and the 
University of North 
Carolina at Greensboro. 
In December 2017 it was 

published in The Journal of 
Community Health.

“Some parents are quick 
to blame others for a shooting 
because they have no idea how 

to stop such incidents from 
happening,” Khubchandani 
added. “In fact, the study 
suggests that most parents 
have a limited knowledge of 
what works and what doesn’t 
in preventing these incidents.”

Khubchandani doesn’t 
fault parents for this lack of 
knowledge.

“The research regarding 
specific interventions schools 
should undertake to best 
reduce their risks of firearm 
violence occurring at school 
(or at school events) is non-
existent,” the Journal study 

Survey says: Parents fear school shootings
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Daylight saving time 

starts Sunday, March 11, 

at 2 a.m., when clocks 

are set ahead one hour.

Insurance 

and Safety Fire 

Commissioner Ralph 

Hudgens urges 

everyone to change the 

batteries in their smoke 

alarms at the same time 

they change their clocks 

to daylight saving time 

this weekend.

“The annual change 

to daylight saving 

time is the perfect 

opportunity to make 

sure your smoke alarms 

are working properly,” 

Hudgens said. 

“Changing the batteries 

in each device is the 

easiest way to ensure 

continued protection 

of your family and 

property.”

In 2017, about 94 

residential fires in 

Georgia resulted in 112 

deaths. Of those fires, 

89 of the homes did not 

have a working smoke 

alarm. This year, 25 

Georgians have died in 

21 residential fires, and 

in those fatal fires none 

of the houses having a 

working smoke alarm.

Commissioner 

Hudgens encourages 

all residents to test and 

clean dust from the 

smoke alarms monthly. 

He also recommends 

that you plan and 

practice an escape 

route to the outside of 

your home in the event 

of a fire.

Time to change your clocks 

and smoke alarm batteries

By Kate Bbrumback
 Associated Press

ATLANTA (AP) — After an 

appeal in a case took nearly 

two decades to reach 

it, Georgia’s highest 

court is instructing 

judges, lawyers and 

others to work together 

to come up with a way 

to prevent unnecessary 

delays in the appeals 

process for criminal 

cases.

The rare directive 

from the Georgia 

Supreme Court came 

Monday in an opinion on 

the appeal. Margie Owens 

was convicted in June 1998 

and sentenced to serve life 

in prison for killing her 

husband. It took eight years 

for her motion for a new trial 

to be heard and denied. Then 

it took 11 more years for her 

appeal to get to the state 

Supreme Court.

The unanimous opinion 

penned by Justice David 

Nahmias directs the Council 

of Superior Court Judges 

of Georgia to work with 

groups representing 

prosecutors, defense 

attorneys, court clerks 

and others to come 

up with a proposal by 

Sept. 17 to address the 

problem of extensive 

and unnecessary appeal 

delays.

Owens’ sister and 

adult daughter had her 

involuntarily committed 

to a hospital in April 1997 

because they were concerned 

about her excessive drinking, 

violent behavior and threats 

to kill her husband, the 

opinion says. On May 17, 1997, 

family members came over for 

a cookout. Owens had been 

drinking heavily and argued 

with and threatened to kill 

her husband, the opinion says.

Later that night, after the 
guests had gone, Owens called 
911 and said she may have 
shot her husband. Officers 
found Randall Owens lying 
face down in the trailer. 
Margie Owens, who was acting 
intoxicated and belligerent, 
told officers she and her 
husband had argued, and she 
shot him, the opinion says.

She testified at trial that 
her husband had abused 

her and threatened to blow 
her brains out the day of the 
shooting and that he had 
long been violent with her. 
She said he was slapping and 
choking her when she grabbed 
something to knock him off 
her and then heard a gunshot. 
She said she didn’t initially 
know she had shot him.

A jury found her guilty 

High court seeks to end excessive delays in 
appeals after review of Walker County case

Because a Walker County jury found Margie 

Ownes guilty on a charge of voluntary 

manslaughter, the the trial court should 

have vacated her felony murder charge 

due to the high court ruling in 1992 that 

states “where the jury renders a verdict for 

voluntary manslaughter, it cannot also find 

felony murder based on the same underlying 

aggravated assault.”Margie

Owens
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By Pierluigi Mancini 
Georgia Health News

When we associate 
mass shootings with 
mental illness, we are 
doing a disservice 
to the millions of 
Americans who have 
a mental illness, have 
found recovery, are 
living in wellness and 
have never shot anyone.

The fact that these 
two issues continue 
to be associated and 
presented as cause and 
effect is wrong.

Continuing to 

associate mental illness 
with horrific events 
only feeds hysteria 
and stigmatization 
and keeps people 
from accessing mental 
health services when 
they need help.

If someone feels 
like they want to harm 
themselves or others 
they should be able 
to get counseling or 
other support services 
without fear, shame 
or judgment. But the 
stigma surrounding 
mental issue, lack of 

access and lack of 
funding keep many 
from seeking help.

Studies vary, but 
they show that 1 in 4 
or even 1 in 2 people 
living in the United 
States will experience 
a mental health issue 
in their lifetime. If we 
know this, we should 
be rolling out the red 
carpet for people to 
seek help. We don’t 
have to go through life 
sad, depressed, and 
full of anxiety, lonely 
or in other types of 

emotional pain. We 
should embrace that 
we have a mental 
health system that in 
most places provides a 
good infrastructure for 
people to find recovery 
and wellness.

I spoke to my 
76-year-old mother 
this morning and 
shared with her my 
strong belief that we 
must stand up and 
collectively say, “Mass 
shootings are not a 
mental health issue.” 
She was surprised 

and pointed to news 
accounts of how 
disturbed the suspect 
was. Some of this was 
alarming, but it had 
little to do with mental 
illness.

Every day, by using 
multiple methods 
of distribution, the 
problem of mass 
shootings and other 
horrific acts is being 
wrongly associated 
with mental illness.

The most common 

Mass shootings are not a 

mental health problem
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