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While COVID-19 has taken a bite out of the national 
economy, it has not had a similar impact on sales tax col-
lections in Walker County.

Compared to the same period last year, Local Option 
Sales Tax, or LOST, revenues have not fallen off during 
the virus outbreak. Local officials attribute their good 
fortune to the new Georgia marketplace facilitator law, 
which went into effect April 1 and requires collection of 
sales tax on online sales, and residents’ choosing to shop 
locally during the outbreak.

“I think people stayed in Walker County and shopped 
local more in March and April,” Walker County Com-
missioner Shannon Whitfield said. “There were so many 

Walker sales tax collections remain high despite virus

Staff reports

A Rossville police officer’s 
social media post has cost 
him his job and generated 
public outrage.

Robert “Skipper” Dunn, 
a part-time officer, shared 
a post June 15 referring to 
the 2016 home invasion and 
murder of 83-year-old Dor-
othy “Dot” Dow. The post 
featured mugshots of the 
five people convicted of the 
crime, who are black, and a 
caption, “I think a hanging 
is in order.”

Dunn’s post, made on his 
personal Facebook page, has 
since been deleted.

Dave Scroggins with the 
Rossville Police Department, 
in a media statement, said 
Dunn will no longer perform 
duties with the Rossville Po-
lice Department.

“It is important that 
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Employees at a LaFayette man-
ufacturer were told Monday that 
a fellow team member had tested 
positive for COVID-19.

Roper Corp., a subsidiary of GE 
Appliances, a Haier company, man-
ufactures ranges, wall ovens and 
cooktops under the GE Applianc-
es, Profile, Monogram, and Café 
brands at its plant in LaFayette.

“We shared this (news) with 
them so that they will have the 
most accurate information about 
health concerns at the plant,” Se-
nior Communications Specialist 
MarySusan Abell said June 22. 
“We understand it’s an unsettling 
time in our country with the grow-

ing number of cases and commit 
to being as transparent as we can 
during this time of crisis.”

Roper is following Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
guidelines, along with guidance 
from public health officials. Af-
ter thorough contact tracing, no 
coworker quarantines were re-
quired, and the employee’s work 
area has been thoroughly cleaned, 
Abell said.

In April an online petition called 
for Walker County’s largest man-
ufacturer to shut down while the 
coronavirus pandemic raged, with 
petitioners asserting that human 
lives matter more than ranges. The 
plant remained open, despite the 
shelter-in-place order, as it was 
deemed an essential industry by the 

Department of Homeland Security.
At that time, Wendy Treinen, GE 

brand and product communica-
tions director, explained that GE 
Appliances had closed its plants 
for a week to implement no-touch 
temperature screenings, to adjust 
lines for social distancing, to install 
barriers between work stations, 
to provide protective equipment 
and to install handwashing and 
hand sanitizer stations through-
out each plant.

“We are sincerely thankful for 
our employee’s commitment to 
manufacturing, distributing and 
servicing products that are essen-
tial to consumers across America,” 
Abell said June 22.

Roper plant worker tests positive for coronavirus
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A LaFayette woman and her 
unborn child died June 22 
following a single-car crash.

Brooklyn Danielle Hunt-
er, 20, was driving north 
on Marble Top Road June 
21 about 7:05 p.m. when 
she lost control of her Jeep 
Grand Cherokee in a curve, 
said Trooper Ballard with the 
Georgia State Patrol.

The vehicle ran off the road, 
striking a culvert, overturn-
ing in a ditch and coming to 
rest on its passenger side, he 
said. The wreck happened 
near the Lisbon Road in-
tersection.

Investigators noted the 
roadway was wet from an 
earlier rain.

Hunter was transported 
to the Erlanger Baroness 
Hospital in Chattanooga 
where she later died of her 
injuries.

Her unborn child, who 

LaFayette 
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of car crash 
injuries
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Roper Corp. in LaFayette

Public outraged 
after racially 
insensitive social 
media post

Scott Herpst

Pie Slingers Pizzeria in Rock Spring has 
reported an increase in delivery orders 
since the coronavirus outbreak. The 
mask on this wall decoration reminds 
employees and customers to practice 
safety measures to prevent infection.

Source: The Department of Public Health

A look at cumulative number of COVID-19 cases in Northwest Georgia on June 24, 2020. The number of new cases 
reported in several counties — including Floyd and Gordon — have begun to show an uptick, while Whitfield County at 
the top is gaining a significant amount of new COVID-19 infections. The number of new cases in several counties in 
Northwest Georgia has remained relatively flat over this time period.

CASE CONFIRMED

Carrie Powell, 
co-owner of 
Elixir Hair 
Studio in 
Chickamauga, 
works on a 
client’s hair. The 
salon re-opened 
on April 24 after 
nearly a month 
of being closed 
due to 
COVID-19 
restrictions.
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