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By Adam Cook
ACook@CatoosaNews.com

The Family Crisis Center of Walker, Dade, Catoosa 
& Chattooga Counties will hold its annual mystery 
dinner fundraiser event on Saturday, March 30.

The center, which offers shelter and support for 
women and child victims of domestic violence, holds 
various fundraising events throughout each year, 
but none bigger than the dinner show event.

“This is the Family Crisis Center’s fifth annual 
mystery dinner,” said Center Director Kristy Lawson. 
“The year’s theme is ‘A Night of Comedy,’ and we 

have found this to be a great event for the center.”
Generally, the event presents an interactive mys-

tery show full of audience involvement, singing, 
dancing, and sketch comedy.

“We love being able to change the theme up each 
year so that it’s always something a little differ-
ent,” Lawson said. “We want this to be a fun night 
with a lot of laughter.”

As is the case each year, the cast will be com-
prised of community members, leaders, elected 
officials, and members of law enforcement.

Family Crisis Center to hold annual 
Mystery Dinner Fundraiser March 30

By Adam Cook
ACook@CatoosaNews.com

Catoosa County commis-
sioners are on board with 
the city of Ringgold’s plan 
to do a streetscape project 
around the courthouse on 
Nashville Street.

During the Feb. 19 Board 
of Commissioner’s meet-
ing, officials discussed the 
planned project that was 
introduced by the Ring-
gold City Council back in 
November.

County Attorney Clifton 
“Skip” Patty said the proj-
ect has been discussed for 
years, but that it’s now offi-
cially in the works.

“The city of Ringgold 
would like to design around 
the courthouse; a part of this 
particular project would be 
to remove the location of the 
gas pumping station at the 
courthouse, which has been 
approved since the 2004 
SPLOST, but nothing has 
been done with it,” Patty said. 
“We would end up taking 
out the tank there, comply 
with EPD rules on it, and 
then the roads beside the 
courthouse are going to be 
one way streets.”

By Tamara Wolk
TWolk@CatoosaNews.com

Katie Smith was studying 
to be a medical assistant 
when her son Levi was a 
year old, so she knew some-
thing was wrong. He had 
a weak grip and could not 
sit up or crawl, but doctors 
were failing to take her con-
cerns seriously. She finally 
told a doctor she was not 
leaving his office until he 
figured something out.

A blood enzyme test put 
Smith on a road that ended 
with a diagnosis and com-
menced a whole new chapter 
in her life. A normal read-
ing on the test is 200. Levi’s 
reading was 14,000. The 
next trip was to a geneticist 
who diagnosed Levi with 
Duchenne Muscular Dystro-
phy, a disease that results 
in progressive degeneration 
of muscles, beginning with 
those that power movement 
like walking and eventually 
affecting the heart and lungs.

Smith says there wasn’t 
much that could be done 
the first couple of years after 
Levi’s diagnosis. Then the 
Muscular Dystrophy Asso-
ciation approved Levi for a 
clinical trial and life became 
a whirlwind of tests, appoint-
ments, MRIs, surgery and 
infusions. There were trips to 
Iowa and Florida and 96 trips 
to Atlanta for treatments.

The good news is that 
the treatments have slowed 
down the pace of Levi’s dis-
ease and enabled him to 
walk and play. “The more 
we can keep his muscles 
functioning,” says Smith, 
“the better the chance that 
if a cure is found, he’ll be 
able to benefit from it.”

Levi is a smart 8-year-
old who taught himself to 

read at the age of 3 and has 
an unquenchable thirst for 
knowledge. “When he wants 
to learn about something,” 
says his mother, “he wants to 
know everything. He watches 
YouTube videos and reads 
books and talks about it.” 
One time it was how algae 
grows. Then it was all things 
space, right down to dwarf 
planets. Smith says Levi 
loves buying how-things-
work books at book fairs. 
A current interest is presi-
dents, a passion shared by 
Levi’s cardiologist, who 
bought his little patient a 
copy of the same presiden-
tial book he was reading.

Levi is in all gifted classes 
at school. He loves base-
ball, science, Pokémon 
and Legos. He collects 
Hot Wheels cars and loves 
kitchen science kits.

Smith works for a cardi-
ologist and says she’s fortu-
nate to have a strong sup-
port team at work. She often 
has to take off for Levi’s 
treatments, sometimes 
for days at a time. “Since 
the FDA approved the trial 
medicine Levi was getting, 
it’s available in Chattanooga. 
The husband of a friend of 
mine takes him for those 
infusions every week then 
takes him out to Chick-fil-A 

so I can work,” says Smith. 
But there are plenty of other 
appointments, including 
three scheduled recently 
with new specialists, one 
of them in Atlanta.

Smith has at times worked 
three jobs and gone to 
school at night to assure a 
future for her children. She 
moved into cheaper hous-
ing to keep down costs, and 
she searches out help wher-
ever she can.

“I’m blessed to have a lot 
of support away from work, 
too,” says Smith. There are 
family, friends and doc-
tors. And there are extra-
fun things for Levi, like the 
Track Team at UTC. Levi is an 
official member and is con-
sulted as such when there’s 
a team decision to be made. 
A friend submitted Smith’s 
situation to Kidd’s Kids as a 
surprise and Smith and her 
children were approved for 
an all-expenses-paid, five-day 
trip to Disney World with 49 
other families whose children 
had life-altering conditions. 
“It was peaceful to spend that 
time with so many families 
who understood how crazy 
our life is,” says Smith.

Levi is part of the Miracle 
League in Whitfield County 
and the family is involved 
with their church and com-
munity. When they can’t 
be found elsewhere, says 
Smith, they can be found 
at the zoo. “We have a per-
sonal relationship with all 
the animals. They think we 
work there.”

“Levi takes all his prob-
lems as they come,” says 
Smith. “He doesn’t com-
plain. He’s selfless and awe-
some and has the best out-
look on life.”

Muscular Dystrophy:  
A Family Journey

Mother says, ‘I’m blessed to have a lot of support’

County on 
board with 
Ringgold’s 
streetscape 
plans

Levi Smith lives with Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy and 
receives weekly infusions of a drug recently approved by 
the FDA to slow the progression of DMD. / Katie Smith

By Adam Cook
ACook@catoosanews.com

Catoosa County has 
secured an agreement for 
architectural services related 
to construction modifica-
tions needed at its new Fire 
Station 2 site off Alabama 
Highway.

During the Feb. 19 Board 
of Commissioner’s meet-
ing, County Attorney Clif-
ton “Skip” Patty presented 
the contract proposal to the 
board and explained that the 
exact cost involved won’t be 
known until construction 
is priced.

“The proposed contract 
award is to Carter-Watkins 
Associates Inc. for architec-
tural services related to the 
construction of apparatus 
bays and modifications to 
the existing structure that 
will eventually be fire station 
number two in the Woodsta-
tion area,” Patty said. “The 
contract fee is six-percent 
of the construction cost 
estimated to run $24,000-
$30,000 depending on scope 
of the construction bids at the 
time the bids are offered. It 
is a contract for the architect 
to provide all architectural 
services and contract ser-
vices for the county in con-
nection with renovation and 
construction of that project.”

See MYSTERY, A2

Maddie Smith creates pieces of artwork and sells them for 50 cents each to raise money to help her brother, Levi, who 
suffers from Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy. / Katie Smith

See LEVI, A3

See STREETSCAPE, A10

County secures 
architectural 
services for 
new fire station
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