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STRUGGLING WITH DIABETES?
We have answers

Diabetes and 
Endocrinology Center

CALL 706.278.1622  
Hamilton Diabetes & Endocrinology Center Inside Hamilton Physician GroupCatoosa Campus

Next to Zaxby’s off of Alabama Hwy in 
Ringgold

c o n v e n i e n t  A p p o i n t m e n t s  ava i l a b l e .            

A s k  yo u r  p r i m a r y  c a r e  p r o v i d e r                                                         

706.272.4127Physician Group

t o  s c h e d u l e  yo u r  c o l o n o s c o p y.

By Dee D. Decker
DDecker@walkermessenger.com

Walker County school board mem-
bers have more than a dozen pos-
sible tweaks to a draft public par-
ticipation policy that sets guide-
lines for people who want to speak 
at board meetings.

The Board of Education met in 
a special called session Monday, 
Nov. 5, to work on a revised public 
participation policy. Board mem-
bers spent nearly an hour discuss-
ing and offering suggestions for the 
revised policy.

Schools Superintendent Damon 
Raines and County Schools Attorney 
Ronald Womack, having examined 
some 30-40 policies of area school 
boards since late June, revised their 
previous policy and presented a draft 
revision as a starting point for the 
evening’s discussion.

Board Chairman Mike Carruth 

and members Bobby McNabb, Phyl-
lis Hunter, Karen Stoker and Dale 
Wilson all made comments on the 
revised draft and offered multiple 
suggestions based on their own study 
of up to 100 public participation 
policies of other school boards, pri-
marily within Georgia.

Among the suggestions offered 
by the board members were:

 ♦ To broaden the definition of 
“meeting” (as with the superinten-
dent) to include phone calls and 
emails as well as face-t0-face – Car-
ruth. This would also accommodate 
disabled, elderly and residents with 
work conflicts – Stoker

 ♦ To decide if the same policy 
should/would apply to items on 
the board’s agenda and to open, 
non-agenda topics – Wilson

 ♦ To shorten the response time 
by the superintendent to five rather 
than 10 working/school days as rec-
ommended by Womack and which 

was left open-ended in the board’s 
previous policy – Raines

 ♦ To continue to go through 
the ladder or chain of command 
(teacher, principal, superinten-
dent) for classroom issues rather 
than going directly and immediately 
before the school board – Hunter, 
Stoker

 ♦ To have concerned residents and 
educators address the board during 
its regular monthly board meeting 
rather than during the board’s plan-
ning meetings – Womack, Raines

 ♦ To require petitioners to be a 
Walker County resident, a relative 
of a student in the school system, 
or an educator in the school system 
– McNabb. “We need some sort of 
verification process to make sure 
that we are speaking to someone 
who has an interest in the school 
system,” he explained.

Drafting a new policy
Walker County school board members offer multiple 

suggestions for new public participation policy

Walker County School Board members (from left) Bobby McNabb, Phyllis Hunter, Karen Stoker, Dale Wilson, and 
Mike Carruth stand with Superintendent Damon Raines following a recent school board meeting. / Contributed

‘Tribute to 
America’

Local referendum drives voting

Catoosa and Walker 
counties’ outstanding 
veterans and citizens 
are honored

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

On Saturday, Nov. 3, dozens 
of elected officials and local 
citizens gathered at The Col-
onnade in Ringgold to honor 
the contributions veterans and 
others in Catoosa and Walker 
counties have made to improv-
ing their communities and the 
world.

The “Tribute to Amer-
ica” event, conducted by the 
Catoosa Citizens’ and Veter-
ans’ Memorial, opened with an 
invocation by Walker County 
Sheriff Steve Wilson, then a 
posting of the colors by the 
Catoosa County Sheriff’s Color 
Guard. Ella Snider sang “The 
Star-Spangled Banner” and 
Fort Oglethorpe Mayor Earl 
Gray led the audience in the 
“Pledge of Allegiance.”

Yvonne Morgan and Susan 
Tankersley, co-chairs of the 
Memorial, presided over the 
event that awarded special 
plaques to eight honorees in 
four categories after recogniz-
ing Sen. Jeff Mullis, who was 
in attendance, as well as the 
Vietnam Veterans of Amer-
ica Chapter 203, American 
Legion Post 214, American 
Legion Post 40, VFW Post 
3679, Rolling Thunder TN II, 
and the Ringgold Flag Com-
mittee, which placed nearly 
1,700 flags around Ringgold 
for Veteran’s Day.

This was the fifteenth year 
the Catoosa Memorial Com-
mittee has presented awards.

Here is a list of this year’s 
winners:

Catoosa County

Heritage Middle School: 
Youth Patriotism Award, pre-
sented by Yvonne Morgan

Jonathan Connell: Patrio-
tism Service Award, presented 
by Catoosa County Commis-
sion Chair Steven Henry

DeWayne Morgan: Patri-
otic Citizen of the Year, pre-
sented by Catoosa County 
Sheriff Gary Sisk

Ronald Strickland: Vet-
eran of the Year, presented by 
Catoosa Commission Chair 
Steven Henry

Walker County

Ridgeland High School 
ROTC 2018: Youth Patri-
otism Award, presented by 
Susan Tankersley

Charity Gibson: Patrio-
tism Service Award, presented 
by Walker County Sheriff Steve 
Wilson

Jason Shattuck: Patri-
otic Citizen of the Year Award, 
presented by Walker County 
Sheriff Steve Wilson

James Scott Thompson: 
Veteran of the Year, presented 
by Walker County Sheriff Steve 
Wilson

A special printed tribute 
was provided honoring United 
States Army veteran Richard 
Allen Simpson, who died in 
April of this year.

By Dee D. Decker
DDecker@walkermessenger.
com

Walker County voters 
turned out heavily for the 
midterm election, with 
local voting being driven by 
the referendum to change 
the form of county gov-
ernment from sole com-
missioner to a board of 
commissioners.

With the Republican, 
Democratic, and Tea par-
ties all united behind the 
change, the referendum 
was expected to pass, with 
some political pundits say-
ing by as much as 60% or 
better, but the final count 
was 80%.

The Georgia guberna-
torial race was different, 
however, with most polls 
and pundits calling it a 
dead heat between Dem-
ocrat Stacey Abrams and 
Republican Brian Kemp, 
the current secretary of 
state. Locally, however, 

Kemp won by 81%.
Locally, Walker County 

has 38,613 active regis-
tered voters, according to 
the county election com-
mission, up over 5,000 vot-
ers from the 32,951 regis-
tered voters in the 2016 
general election. The elec-
tion commission lists regis-
tered voters by precinct as 
follows: LaFayette-5,802, 
Walnut Grove-1,886, Rock 
Spring-5,775, Armuchee 

Valley-1,222, Moun-
tain-1,070, Chattanooga 
Valley-5,817, Kensing-
ton-1,333, Rossville-5,600, 
Chickamauga-6,168, 
Fairyland-1,220, and 
Fairview-2,704.

In Walker County, 11,910 
early ballots were cast by 
31% of the county’s regis-
tered voters 38,600. Over-
all, county residents cast 
21,531 ballots for a 55.76% 
voter turnout.

Georgian voters set an 
all-time record for early 
voting before Tuesday’s 
Nov. 6, general election. 
Through the last day of 
early voting on Friday, 
Nov. 2, Georgians cast 
2,071,830 ballots, with 
1,886,905 in-person and 
184,925 by mail. Kemp’s 
office says the previous 
early voting turnout record 
in a midterm election was 
945,507 early votes cast 
– 838,484 in-person and 
107,023 by mail – in the 
November 4, 2014, gen-
eral election.

WALKER COUNTY
Ballots cast: 21,531
Registered voters: 38,613
Voter turnout: 55.76%

WALKER COUNTY 
FINAL TALLIES for 
STATE RACES

Governor
Brian Kemp (Republican): 
17,367 (80.98%)
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