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Staff reports
Many of the local government offices that
Polk County is used to utilizing, along with
schools and courts, are closed for the time
being as the nation deals with the outbreak
of the Coronavirus COVID-19.
Polk County’s government offices and facilities, the City of Cedartown, Rockmart and
Aragon are all closed for the time being —
along with the local libraries, the Polk County Historical Society’s museum and Hawkes
library, the Chamber, the Development Authority... the list could go on and on.
For now, local government offices are
operating on a drive-thru basis only when
people need to make payments in person,
and are encouraging residents and customers who require service to utilize online payments systems or by calling into offices for
help. See the sidebar with this story to find
a listing of numbers available for local government offices.
For now, people are following the guidelines of local, state and federal officials on a
day-to-day basis as more is learned about
COVID-19, and the spread continues to
rise. Banks have turned to drive-thru teller
service and appointment-based business.
Local restaurants have become take out or
delivery only, but nothing as of Friday was
being mandated locally or on the state level
to close down completely.
Additionally, days out from school were
extended through the end of March to April
13 with an announcement following the decision of the district to shut down.
Youth will return to the classroom after
the week long Spring Break after Superintendent Laurie Atkins received further guidance
from the state on closures through March 31,
and determined it would make no sense for
youth to come back to school for only three
days of class and then be off again.
That plan remains the one in place as of
Friday, unless otherwise directed to remain
closed until further notice by state and federal authorities.
Late in the week, it was announced that all
standardized testing will be called for 2020
for all students in the district.
Atkins did provide some positive news,
citing great participation so far in distance
learning opportunities provided to students
district-wide during the COVID-19 closure.
She said many are utilizing opportunities
through online video conferencing and other
web resources to complete schoolwork while
at home, but also that the traditional pencil
and paper method is in place as well.
“I have to praise the parents and guardians at home with our children right now
for stepping up and ensuring their youth are
learning, even though they might not have
any teaching experience of their own,” Atkins
said. “It makes me proud to be a Polk County
citizen to see the way that everyone is working together, and I’m proud of the county to
know that we all have each other’s backs.”
Nationally, the response to COVID-19 has
evolved by the day. As of Friday, Governors
in California and New York called for complete shutdowns of their states — some with
the highest concentrations of cases through
the United States as the numbers continue
to rise.
Locally, Polk County registered four cases
of COVID-19 — one previously reported and
was being treated at Floyd Medical Center
in Rome. No information was immediately
available on the additional cases that had
been reported as to where they are from in
the county, due to HIPPA regulations. The
case number throughout the state as of noon
Sunday was 600, with 23 deaths reported
at that time.
Only numbers of those who have been
tested and the numbers have come back
positive are being reported. The state had
tested more than 4,000 people so far.
One of those was in Floyd County, reported
as Elizabeth Eugenia Wells, 65, of a Woodrow Wilson Way apartment. She had been
admitted on March 7, and tested on March
12. Her death was reported on March 19.
In the area, case numbers were up to 40
in Bartow County, 45 in Cobb County, 6 in
Floyd, 3 in Paulding and thus far none in
See SHUTDOWN, A2

Rockmart

$1.89
© 2020 Times-Journal Inc.

Kevin Myrick

Polk School District employees on March 19 were outside of the old Arrow Shirt Factory in Cedartown providing the free breakfast and lunch program at one of several Grab-and-Go locations across the county.

Schools still helping
out during shutdown
COVID-19 might have closed schools, but didn’t stop the need for free
breakfast and lunch program being delivered at pickup locations for duration
By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.com

Amid the shutdown that began on March 16, a group of
dedicated employees with the
Polk School District was out
at several locations across the
county offering something that
is desperately needed for youth
stuck at home: a way to eat.
When Polk School District

made the decision to close amid
the crisis happening around
coronavirus, they put in place
a program to ensure not only
that local children that should
be in the classroom have access
to the free breakfast and lunch
program paid for by federal
dollars, but that they be easy
to pick up.
Locations around Cedartown,
Rockmart and Aragon were

setup for parent to stop by and
grab meals on a daily basis,
with thousands so far served
after a week. Superintendent
Laurie Atkins said that on average, between breakfast and
lunch that some 1,200 meals
were being served each day. The
peak number on March 19 was
up to 2,270 meals combined.

The elected leadership of the
City of Aragon, City of Cedartown, City of Rockmart and Polk
County are working jointly to
make the best decisions possible for our citizens and businesses during the COVID-19
emergency.
All our decisions are based on
guidance from the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) and the
President’s Task Force, Corona-

virus Guidelines for America
(15 days to slow the spread) as
well as guidance from Governor Kemp.
We are continuously monitoring for any changes in the above
guidelines and are meeting and
communicating with each other.
As elected leaders in our community, we want to encourage
everyone to follow the published
guidelines referenced above
to remain calm, refrain from
hoarding, keep in touch with

elderly, friends and neighbors,
enjoy spending time with family,
and utilize delivery and take-out
options of our local restaurants
and stores.
This is a unique time for all of
us and our future is dependent on
how we respond to this challenge
presented before us.
Remember to wash your hands
frequently and adhere to social distancing guidelines.
Please monitor our websites and
Facebook pages for further updates.

Progress continues with Mundy building renovations
By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.
com

Ahead of last week’s closure
of County office buildings and
facilities from the public, a
small group of the Board of
Commissioners gathered for
a special called session to discuss the project still ongoing to
turn the Mundy building into
new office spaces for County
Administration and more.
Commissioners voted unanimously on one more piece of
that renovation project, and
with a cost of $20,987.00 for
materials and installation of
new flooring for the future
home of County Administration, Building and Inspection,
Finance and Human Resources
departments for Polk County
on Main Street. Pinson General Contractors won the low
bid and was the only one to
meet the full requirements
put in place by the county for
the work. Three others had

Special

The Mundy building on Main Street in downtown Cedartown is soon
to be home to several county office spaces.
incomplete bids, according
to Acting Commission Chair
Hal Floyd.
Assuming no issues are found
while the work is underway
and delays are incurred by
the COVID-19 situation as the
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month continues, the work
should be completed on the
building as a whole in April.
Previously the hope was to
finish the project on March
See PROGRESS, A5

Area Calendar
of Events
Unless otherwise noted,
the following events and
calendar items are still on
schedule. For those who
are able to note otherwise,
please contact kmyrick@
polkstandardjournal.net.
Restoration Church Cedartown will be having
their Easter service on
Sunday, April 12, 2020 at
11 a.m. at the Cedartown
Performing Arts Center,
205 East Avenue. Pastor
Danny Rhodes invites everyone to attend.
Cedartown High School
Class of 1960 is planning
a 60 year Class Reunion
on April 25, 2020. We
are looking for our classmates. Would anyone who
has not received a letter
about the reunion and was
a member of the class,
please contact Ken Waits
at 770-748-0420 as soon
as possible. We want to
include you.
The Polk County Board
of Commissioners will
continue the Citizen of the
Year Award in 2020, and
want to honor individuals
that have made a positive
contribution to the county.
Know a volunteer, someone who has committed
a selfless act or dedicated
their time to special projects locally? Nominate
them today for the 2020
Citizen of the Year award
at polkga.org/citizen-ofthe-year.
The Cedartown High
School class of 1970 will
have their 50th class
See CALENDAR, A8

