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Just Us Ministries is 
hosting “Wendy’s Ride” 
on Saturday, Aug. 18, start-
ing with a 9 a.m. registra-
tion and kickstands up at 
11 a.m. The ride will begin 
and end at Victory Baptist 
Church at 15 Hendrix Road 
and a police escort will be 
available. $25 donation per 
bike, door prizes and cash 
giveaways are part of the 
fun. Spaghetti plates avail-
able for $6 each. Dine-in 
or Carry-out from 11 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Advanced tickets 
can be purchased this week 
and next for $5 at Victory 
Baptist Church. Rain date 
is Aug. 25. Call Allen Ray 
at 770-687-3009 or Mark 
Brady at 678-988-3194 for 
more information.

Operation Christmas 
Child Shoebox is holding 
a Pinto Bean fundraiser 
on Saturday, Aug. 18, at 5 
p.m. at the Live Oak Baptist 
Church Fellowship Hall, 
150 Live Oak Road. Dona-
tions accepted. All proceeds 
will go toward shipping 
costs. Meal includes pinto 
beans, fried potatoes, cole-
slaw and all the fixings.

See CALENDAR, A12

FAIR

70th Annual

Birthday Party

Heritage, Memories and Traditions 

at the Fair

CoosaValleyFair.com

for details

Enter the photo contest

(Aug 1 - Aug 18) to win 

free admission & armbands for 4

Oct 2
thru
Oct 6

 ♦ PSD PD officers gather 
with Judge Linda Smith for 
ceremony as school year gets 
underway

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

The Polk School District started 
the school year with a new force to 
protect students in the classroom 
thanks to their newly formed police 
department. 

Now those women and men of law 
enforcement are duly sworn after 
a special ceremony before Probate 

Judge Linda Smith. 
Before swearing in the officers, 

Smith said she understood the need 
for their presence in local schools, 
and voiced her appreciation for their 
service. 

 “I think that it is wonderful that we 
now have an officer in every school 
to protect our children,” Smith said. 
“I’m proud that we have that.” 

After the new force raised their 
right hands and agreed to protect 
and serve, Superintendent Laurie 
Atkins also read off a Code of Ethics 
statement each officer was given a 
copy of to sign. It provided clear 
guidance about their responsibilities 
to protect the faculty, staff and 

student body at local schools as 
well as remind the officers that 
their conduct should always be 
above board. 

Superintendent Laurie Atkins said 
last Wednesday the additional police 
presence provided by an in-house 
police force – like those on college 
campuses across the nation – gives 
peace of mind to all in the Polk School 
District. 

“Our main purpose and goal is 
to make sure that our students and 
employees are kept safe on a daily 
basis,” she said. 

Prior to the new force, that was 

Sworn to serve and 
protect students

The Polk School District Police Department was sworn in en masse on Wednesday, Aug. 8, 2018, by Probate Judge 
Linda Smith. / Kevin Myrick

Cameras a 
possibility at 
Cedartown 

parks

Barn Belly Burgers opens in Aragon

By Kevin Myrick
kmyrick@polkstandardjournal.net

A question of increasing 
the safety of local parks and 
also trying to deter crim-
inal activity is one rea-
son why the City of Cedar-
town is looking at the idea 
of installing some outdoor 
security cameras at places 
like Turner Street and Peek 
Park. 

Yet the sticker shock of how 
much it would take to install 
just a few cameras at every 
park on an annual basis from 
Georgia Power isn’t one the 
entire board is ready to take 
on just yet. 

Assistant City Manager 
Edward Guzman presented 
his first official research 
project to the board during 
discussion time set aside for 
the issue during a special 
called session of the city 
commission, and outlined 
a plan that includes cam-
eras setup in strategic loca-
tions around local parks to 
both keep an eye out in spe-
cific areas where vandalism 
has been a past issue, and 
also as a general crime pre-
vention since activities in 
parks would be recorded and 
stored for a time if needed 
for police investigations and 
prosecutions. 

Where Commissioners 
had issue was swallowing 
the cost. At Turner Street 
Park for instance, Georgia 
Power bid a cost of $340 a 
month to install cameras in 
the area, for an annual fig-
ure of $4,080. 

A $600 cost monthly at 
Peek Park would end up 
being $7,200 annually. 

Cameras installed in the 
parks provide a real time link 
via the internet and connec-
tions included from Geor-
gia Power to give instant 
access to police in the pro-
gram, which is also avail-
able to private businesses. 
The company does all the 
hard work of maintaining 
the equipment and storage 
of video footage the city can 
then download if needed at 
no extra cost. 

A figure for Bert Wood Park 
wasn’t available when Guz-
man was asked by commis-
sioners, and he said Georgia 
Power had promised but not 
yet provided it for review. 
Georgia Power would provide 
services on the contract with 
a month-t0-month right for 
the city to pull out. 

Guzman said it was likely 
a better price was possible 
for monthly expenses if a 
long term agreement were 
reached with the company. 

When asked, City Manager 
Bill Fann said the annual 
costs of cameras wouldn’t 
justify the potential decrease 
in the cost of vandalism in 
the parks, since only a few 
hundred dollars is spent to 
replace anything broken. 

“I think the last time we 
had a break-in at Bert Wood, 
and they didn’t get much,” 
Fann said. “What else can 
they get over there but candy 
bars?”

He added that “usually we 
have to replace picnic tables 
or park benches.”

By Sean Williams
swilliams1799@yahoo.com

With Barn Belly Burgers 
now open and doing busi-
ness, Aragon locals can now 
get classic American food 
without venturing across 
the highway into Rockmart. 

The restaurant saw its 
grand opening at 2536 
Rome Highway on Aug. 
8, and patrons have been 
dining on burgers, wings, 
and sandwiches since.

Those interested can stop 
by on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from 10 a.m. through 8 
p.m., Wednesdays from 10 
a.m. through 4 p.m., 
and Fridays and Satur-
days from 9 a.m. through 

9 p.m. 
Customers can expect 

to spend around $7 to $10 
for entrees, but kids options 
cost around $4 to $5. Also 
available are homemade 
desserts and vegetarian 
options. They’ve also got a 
few appetizers on the menu, 
including a variety of quesa-

dillas. Platters also include 
options of chiken, ribs, and 
fish, and there’s a heap of 
sides to choose from too. 

The new owners on their 
Facebook page thanked the 
community for taking inter-
est on their grand opening 
day on Aug. 8. 

“We look forward to serv-

ing the City of Aragon and 
its neighboring cities,” the 
post read. 

Barn Belly is also over-
seeing the revival of the flea 
market located next to the 
restaurant. 

Those interested in rent-
ing a booth and selling their 
items can still call 404-528-
0040 for more information 
on becoming a vendor. 

The market will be 
open Fridays through Sun-
days from 10 a.m. through 
5 p.m. once ready.

Barn Belly takes over the 
space formerly used by RW’s 
Snack Shack in Aragon, 
which was open for around a 
year on the side of Highway 
101 next to Euharlee Creek. 

 ♦ Ballot measure’s next step is before voters 
in November election

From staff reports

Additional dollars to help fund projects of all sizes is 
the hoped for outcome of votes from local municipalities 
seeking to keep in place a sales tax fund on this year’s 
ballot. 

Of course that’s only if voters give the Special Purpose, 
Local Option Sales Tax extension past 2020 their approval 
on the November ballot. 

The County Commission were the final board to give 
the agreement for the extension, which would keep the 

SPLOST gets nod from County, Cedartown

County Manager Bill Fann talked about the forthcoming 
SPLOST extension package now all agreed upon while 
Commissioners Dale Tuck and Jessica Payton listen into 
the details during a Special Called session of the 
Cedartown Commission on Monday, Aug. 6. / Kevin Myrick 

Barn Belly Burger opened its doors on Wednesday, Aug. 
8. / Sean Williams
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