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Young 
Artists

By April Marshall, a senior 
at Gordon Central 

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork 

can be emailed to Managing Editor 

Daniel Bell at DBell@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter 

them. Also, be sure to include the 

name of the student, their grade 

and the school they attend.
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and when prompted, use the 
following extensions to be 
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Long; aDvertising — 6004 for 

Advertising Representative Billy 
Steele; 6006 for Advertising 
Representative Anny Perkins; 
eDitorial — 6012 for Editor 
Daniel Bell; 6005 for Sports 

Editor Michael Baron; 6011 for 
Staff Writer Kelcey Caulder

Little interest in tax hearings

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

The second of three public hearings regard-
ing to the proposed millage rate for property 
taxes in Gordon County was conducted Tuesday 
evening, and two people took to the podium to 

ask questions but not necessarily 
support or oppose the proposed 
millage rate.

The first public hearing was 
conducted Tuesday morning, but 
no one from the public showed 
up to share their thoughts at 
that one. 

The second public hearing was 
conducted in conjunction with 
the Gordon County Commission’s monthly 
meeting.

A third and final hearing will follow on Tues-

day, Oct. 1, at 6 p.m. at the County Administra-
tion Building at 201 N. Wall St.

Tuesday’s 11 a.m. hearing was brief, as only 
county officials and a representative from the 
Calhoun Times were present, however, two peo-
ple signed up to speak at the evening meeting.

Christian Paul, who said he works with the 
Young Americans for Liberty, asked a series of 
questions of County Administrator Jim Led-
better, ranging from details related to payroll 
costs and new police cars.

 ♦ Two people spoke at one of two 
public hearings held by the Gordon 
County Board of Commissioners.

Donations 
sought for 
Festival  
of Trees

 ♦ The annual fest will be 
Nov. 1 to Dec. 8 at the 
Harris Arts Center.

By Kelcey Caulder
KCaulder@CalhounTimes.com

Starting now, Calhoun and 
Gordon County art patrons can 
get into the Christmas spirit 
by donating to the Harris Arts 
Center’s 15th annual Festival of 
Trees, which will be held from 
Nov. 1 to Dec. 8 at the center, 
located at 212 S. Wall St.

Now a holiday tradition for 
families, the Festival of Trees 
fundraiser gives sponsors a 
chance to decorate and design 
a Christmas tree, wreath, cen-
terpiece or specialty gift basket 
that will be auctioned off to the 
public in support of the center’s 
local art initiatives. It also gives 
auction participants a chance 
to win these items, which in the 
past have included a “Cat in the 
Hat”-themed tree, trees in the 
shape of a snowman and Santa 
Claus, a dancing reindeer tree, 
woodland trees, a ladder tree, 
sports trees, princess trees, a 
welded rebar tree and a PVC 
pipe tree, to name a few.

There is a color scheme for 
every décor, from heart-warm-
ing red and green to fuchsia and 
lime. Rustic to refined describe 
the centerpieces and wreaths 
that can grace either cabin or 
country estate.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Gordon County firefight-
ers responded to a field 
and vehicle fire on Pine 
Chapel Road N.E. at about 
1 p.m. on Wednesday that 
officials say was caused by 
someone burning debris in 
spite pf a burn ban.

Battalion Chief Heath 
Smith said Wednesday eve-
ning that two vehicles with 
a combined value of about 
$3,500 were destroyed dur-
ing the fire, and a utility 
trailer was also damaged. 
Two barns were threatened 

by the fire, but firefighters 
knocked it back before those 
buildings were damaged.

Smith stressed that a 
burn ban is still in effect 
in Gordon County due to 
extreme drought.

Multiple trucks were sent 
to the scene and firefight-
ers were observed quickly 
containing the fire.

Though burning leaf piles 
and campfires are hallmarks 
of fall, Georgia’s current 
drought is impacting de-
cisions to burn outdoors 
and the Georgia Forestry 
Commission is urging ev-
eryone to follow established 

procedures and exercise 
extreme caution when us-
ing fire outside.

“There’s a five step fire 
danger system used nation-
ally, and right now Georgia 
is in the four and five cate-
gories, indicating very high 
fire danger,” said Georgia 
Forestry Commission Chief 
of Protection Frank Sor-
rells. “The decision to burn 
must be made on specific 
weather criteria in each lo-
cation, and because safety 
is always our top concern, 
burn permitting may be re-
stricted based on the fire 
danger forecast.”

Burn permits issued by 
the Georgia Forestry Com-
mission are required for any 
outdoor burning in the state 
to help prevent wildfires 
and problems generated 
by smoke. In 54 counties, 
primarily in North Geor-
gia, the Georgia Environ-
mental Protection Division 
sets annual summer burn-
ing restrictions to reduce 
emissions from ground level 
ozone that may jeopardize 
air quality. Those restric-
tions are set to be lifted on 
Tuesday, Oct. 1.

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Calhoun Attorney Bill Thompson met 
with a group of student volunteers from 
Calhoun High School on Thursday who 
have signed up to help run the Gordon 
County Chamber of Commerce’s Candi-
dates Forum.

Thompson’s goal was to give the students 
a crash course in local politics, as the stu-

dents will work with an advisor to create 
a set of questions to ask during the forum 
on Thursday, Oct. 3. 

The event will begin with a meet and 
greet at 5:30 p.m., followed by the forum 
at 6 p.m.

The group heard about millage rates, prop-
erty and education taxes, services provided 
from local governments, and how politics 
plays a role in all that. The students also 
learned about the local races that voters 
will decide in November.

Thompson tasked the students with re-
searching each race and candidate so they 
can ask good questions during the forum.

2 vehicles, field burn after fire got out of control

Chief stresses burn ban after fire

Crash course in local politics

Contributed by Gordon County Battalion Chief Heath Smith

These two vehicles were destroyed by an out-of-control fire on Wednesday.

 ♦ Attorney Bill Thompson helps 
prep student volunteers ahead of 
Candidates Forum.

Jim 

Ledbetter

Daniel Bell

Attorney Bill Thompson talks to students about the importance 
of reading newspapers to learn about one’s local community.
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