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Young 
Artists

Inside

Calhoun’s Jerrian Hames 
earns All-State honorary 
mention

Sports/C1

Brittany’s Bears continues 
legacy of love

Gordon Life/B1

By Ashworth Middle School 
student Janette Reyes

The Calhoun Times is looking to 

feature student artwork in our Young 

Artists section. Pictures of artwork 

can be emailed to Managing Editor 

Daniel Bell at DBell@CalhounTimes.

com. Please keep photos in their 

original format and do not alter 

them. Also, be sure to include the 

name of the student, their grade 

and the school they attend.

Police: 
3 facing 
meth 
charges
By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

The Calhoun Police Depart-
ment arrested three men — 
one from Cal-
houn, one from 
Resaca and one 
from Dalton — 
on metham-
phetamine and 
other charges 
during three 
incidents be-
tween Friday 
and Sunday.

The first ar-
rest came Friday afternoon 
when an officer was sent to 
an apartment building on Riv-
erview Drive for 
reports of drug 
activity in the 
area. The officer 
found two males 
in the parking 
lot who began 
walking in sepa-
rate directions 
when he ap-
proached.

According to reports, the 
officer smelled marijuana 
on one of the men while he 
was being frisked for weap-
ons. A search 
of his back-
pack turned 
up two white, 
unmarked cap-
sules, a clear 
glass smoking 
pipe containing 
a crystal sub-
stance, a small 
plastic bag con-
taining a sub-
stance believed to be meth, a 
digital scale and plastic bags 
with the corners torn off. The 
officer also found a small 
amount of suspected mari-
juana in the man’s pocket.

By Aleks Gilbert
agilbert@mdjonline.com

Editor’s note: The Times-Journal 
editorial board sat down with Geor-
gia Gov. Brian Kemp at the Capitol on 
Thursday to discuss the 2020 legisla-
tive session, which convenes Jan. 13. 
This Q&A has been lightly edited for 
length and clarity.
Q: One of the reasons that you tapped 

former district attorney Vic Reynolds 
as your GBI director was to address the 
problem of illegal street gangs. How 
is the GBI working to make a dent in 
this problem?
A: We’ve had a great year with the 

Gang Task Force. It’s one of the rea-
sons I tapped Vic to be the GBI director. 
He knows it is my priority to go after 
street gangs. We’ve got the task force 
up and running. He’s hired the initial 
staff, and they’ve really been doing 
great work. We’ve gotten a lot of inter-
action around the state with the pros-

ecutors and law enforcement from all 
over the state that are asking for assis-
tance and willing to be involved, which 
is great. It’s not a mandated thing. But 
we have much more work to do, and I 
know Vic will tell you that — you can 
call Vic and quote him on this, but he 
said, “Governor, we’re starting to move 
the needle.” So I know that he feels like 
they’re making some headway. But he 
also knows that we have more work to 
do, and they’re just keeping their foot 
on the gas. We have a big problem in 
the state, over 70,000 gang members. 
Literally, just like in Cobb County, you 
were saying, “gang members in every 
high school” — we have gang members 
in every county in our state. And no 
jurisdiction is not subjected to these 
people. They’re thriving in rural areas 
just like they are in our metro areas. 
And I knew that. I knew it because I’ve 
seen the press reports, I’ve talked to the 
local police, I’ve talked to the prosecu-
tors. And like Vic said, we’re moving 
the needle. We have more work to do 
and we’re going to be focused on that 
this legislative session. Funding ad-
ditional resources for the Gang Task 
Force and then also working on putting 

some more teeth into the statutes, to 
be able to go after and not only arrest 
these folks and indict them, but to get 
them prosecuted and get them locked 
up and off the streets.
Q: Lawmakers of both parties tell 

us the state budget will be the biggest 
issue before this session, principally 
because of your proposed cuts of 4% to 
6%. With Georgia’s economy booming, 
why the need to make those cuts now?
A: Well, the state budget is always the 

biggest issue of the session, it doesn’t 
matter if it’s this year or not. … Our 
economy’s growing, we have a great 
economy in our state, we’ve got the 
lowest unemployment we’ve ever had 
in the state, we have the highest num-
ber of people working right now. So it’s 
almost counterintuitive, in some ways, 
but we’re just not having as many peo-
ple coming into the workforce because 
we’re basically at full employment. So 
it’s very important for us to continue 
producing that educated workforce, 
which is a priority of mine. But we also 
have big growth holes that we have to 
fund in our state. We had a half a billion 

By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Georgia Rep. Rick Jas-
perse, R-Jasper, announced 
Monday morning that he 
will seek reelection for his 
District 11 seat in the House 
of Representatives, a post 
he’s held since 2010.

District 11 includes the 
eastern portion of Gordon 
County, part of Murray Coun-
ty and Pickens County.

“It has been 
a tremendous 
honor  and 
privilege for 
me to repre-
sent the peo-
ple of House 
District 11. 
I  have en-
j o y e d  g e t -
ting to know 
folks from Spring Place to 
Marble Hill and all areas in 
between. The miles I have 

put on my red truck show I 
have worked hard to meet 
and listen to and be acces-
sible to as many people as 
possible,” Jasperse said in 
a statement, adding that 
he’s driven 200,000 miles 
since 2010. “I am always ex-
cited about the opportunity 
to meet new constituents, 
and to continue to provide 
a true conservative, consci-
entious and effective voice 
at our state Capitol.”

Jasperse serves as the 
chairman of Education, a 
member of the Agriculture, 
Appropriations, Health, Hu-
man Relations and Aging, 
Public Safety and Homeland 
Security, Higher Educa-
tion, and Regulated Indus-
tries committees. He is also 
the chairman of Georgia’s 
School Safety Study Com-
mittee and the House Ru-
ral Development Council.

The politician said he chose 

those committees because 
they are the ones most im-
portant to the region.

“Experience matters at 
the Capitol, and I am glad 
our region has given me the 
opportunity to get that expe-
rience. It has allowed me to 
become effective in working 
on the issues that are im-
portant to our region. It has 
been important to me to cut 

Gov. Kemp discusses 2020 legislation, goals

Q&A with Gov. Brian Kemp

Jasperse announces reelection bid

 ♦ Governor talks budget 
cuts, education and other 
legislative priorities
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By Daniel Bell
DBell@CalhounTimes.com

Mohawk Presents Calhoun’s 
Dancing with the Stars Gets 
Schooled will debut its fourth 
season on Saturday, May 23, 
when nine high school teams 
hit the stage for a two-per-
formance fundraiser at the 
Calhoun Performing Arts 
Center, and dance teams 
were announced this week.

The teams were voted on 
by three out-of-town judges 
and announced by the Unit-
ed Way of Gordon County online 
Sunday. They include:

 ♦ Marlee Jackson and Camer-

on West
 ♦ Catherine Govignon and Ben 

Bingham 
 ♦ Caitlyn Glaze and Hayes Car-

penter
 ♦ Sierra Scott and Aavyn Lee
 ♦ Aubrey Dorsey and Isaac 

Brackett
 ♦ Meghan Young and Ethan 

Crump
 ♦ Megan Wright and Jack-

son Murray
 ♦ Mariah Key and Jayce 

Derryberry
 ♦ Madeline Erwin and Will 

Holden
All dancers are required to attend 

the parent meeting scheduled for 
Tuesday, Jan. 14, at 6 p.m. at the 

Calhoun Performing Arts Center.
“I am so excited to be a part of 

this year’s Dancing with Stars. 
We have nine couples compet-
ing in the 2020 show. They were 
scored and ranked by three out-
of-town judges. This was our most 
competitive application process 
yet,” said United Way of Gordon 
County Executive Director Jen-
nifer Latour. “Our Dancing with 
the Stars committee is already in 
the process of scheduling dance 
rehearsals, photo shoots and de-
tailing the marketing and public 
relations for the May 23 show.”

The show is a reinvention of 
the original event, which featured 
adult contestants performing at 
the historic GEM Theatre and ran 
for five years. The show benefits 
United Way of Gordon County ex-
clusively, with all revenues ulti-
mately hitting the coffers helping 

18 of its member agencies, except 
a fund reserved for scholarships 
awarded to the dancers, said Latour.

Latour added that she was espe-
cially grateful to Mohawk Indus-
tries for being the premiere spon-
sor of the event.

Every student that finishes the 
show will receive a $500 scholar-
ship and the top three teams — or 
six students — will receive larger 
awards. The first-place team will 
receive $1,000 per student; the 
second-place team will receive 
$750 per student and the third-
place team will receive $600 per 
student.

The 2019 winners were:
 ♦ Judge’s Choice: Haylea Gra-

ham and Aavyn Lee
 ♦ People’s Choice: Megan Wright 

and Logan Parker
 ♦ Spirit Award: Ayush Gupta 

and Kathrynn Stockman

Stars picked for Calhoun’s Dancing with the Stars
 ♦ The United Way of Gordon County announced the nine 

teams that will compete in this year’s Dancing with the 
Stars fundraiser. 
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