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By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

Two men accused of 
raping a teenage girl 
in late 2015 pleaded 
guilty to lesser charges 
of sexual battery 
in Catoosa County 
Superior Court last 
week and now face a 
year in prison.

Destin Lamar 
Noble, 19, and Brett 
Leland Hardy, 20, were 
arrested in May 2016 
after being indicted by 
a Catoosa County grand 
jury amidst allegations 
they supplied a teen 
under 16 years of age 
with alcohol during a 
get-together at a house 
on Holcomb Road in 
Ringgold and sexually 
assaulted her.

The men were 17 
and 18 at the time 
of the incident and 
faced charges of rape, 
aggravated child 
molestation, and 
furnishing alcohol to a 
minor. 

According to 
Superior Court, 
both pleaded to one 
count each of sexual 
battery and have been 
sentenced to five years; 
one to be served in 
prison, and the other 
four on probation.

Hardy entered his 
plea Friday, Sept. 8, 
and reported to the 
Catoosa County jail on 
Monday, Sept. 11, while 

Noble entered his plea 
Sept. 11 and is slated to 
report to jail on Sept. 
18.

Noble’s involvement 
in the crime garnered 
a lot of community 
support in his 
defense, as he was a 
popular student and 
cheerleading instructor 
at the time.

Neither defendant’s 
attorney could be 
reached for comment 
regarding the decision 
to enter plea bargains, 
but Noble, who now 
uses his middle name 
on Facebook, did post 
about his decision. 

“People will always 
think what they want,” 
he wrote. “Always. 
When you have a 
life to consider, a 
family, a career. You 
make decisions. The 
fools that are talking 
nonsense, know none 
of the truth, and hardly 
any of the facts. I made 
my decision based 
on what’s best for my 
life. I wasn’t taking a 
chance on going on 
trial for something I 
didn’t do and facing a 
minimum of 25 years 
to life, with no chance 
of parole. I plead 
to reduced charges, 

Brett

Hardy

Destin

Noble

Men plead 

guilty to lesser 

charges in teen 

rape case

By Tamara Wolk
Correspondent

What started out 
as strictly business for 
Danny Bishop – making 
runs to Amish country in 
Indiana, Michigan and 
Kentucky for produce to 
sell at his shop in Fort 
Oglethorpe – has turned 
into much more.

Bishop recently 
returned from Indiana, 
his tractor trailer loaded 
with Amish pumpkins, 
gourds and other 
products.

“You pull up to 
the Amish farm,” says 
Bishop, “and the horse-
drawn wagons start 
coming in from the 
field, full of pumpkins, 
vegetables, fruit. 
Everyone helps load the 
produce onto the truck, 
including women and 
children.”

As the Amish farmers 
load, says Bishop, they 

sing. “The harmony is 
just incredible. You 
never heard anything 
like it. They sing 
religious songs, folk 
songs, popular country 
songs. Sometimes they 
even yodel.”

And when the work 
is all done, there’s the 
home-cooked food. 
“There’s always at least 
a snack after we finish 
loading,” says Bishop, 

By Adam Cook
acook@npco.com

The Catoosa County Chamber of 

Commerce took time last week to 

recognize the community’s finest as 

it held a special Networking at Lunch event to honor the top 

police officers and firemen in the county.

The event, held Thursday, Sept. 14, included the 

presentation of awards for the officers and firemen of the year 

for their respective agencies.
Deputy Marvin Clay Thompson took home the award 

for Officer of the Year for the Catoosa County Sheriff’s 
Department, Assistant Chief Chad Cardin for the Ringgold 

Police Department, and Lt. John 
McGrath for the Fort Oglethorpe 
Police Department. On the fire and 
rescue front, Lt. Chris McCormack 
was named Fireman of the Year for 
the Catoosa County Fire Department, 

while Terry W. Warnix was honored with the same award for the 
Fort Oglethorpe Fire Department.

“It was a great event,” said Amy Jackson, membership 
coordinator for the Catoosa County Chamber of Commerce. 
“Congratulations to the police officer and firefighter honorees 
who were recognized. Each was presented with a plaque from 
the Chamber and a gift box, which included a $100 gift card 
from Bojangles of Fort Oglethorpe.”

Chamber honors police officers, firemen of the year

For more photos, see pages A6-7 or visit

our website at catoosawalkernews.com

The Catoosa County Chamber of Commerce honored some of Catoosa County’s finest as it presented officer and firefighter of the 

year awards to public servants of the county, and the cities of Ringgold and Fort Oglethorpe. Pictured from left, Chamber Chairman 

Lee Tubbs, Ringgold Police Chief Dan Bilbrey, Fort Oglethorpe Police Chief Mike Helton, Fort Oglethorpe Police Lt. John McGrath, 

Catoosa County Sheriff’s Mjr. Kelly Holcomb, Catoosa County Sheriff Gary Sisk, Catoosa County Deputy Marvin Clay Thompson, 

Catoosa County Sheriff’s Captain Jeremy Keener, Catoosa County Fire Lt. Chris McCormack, Fort Oglethorpe Terry W. Warnix, Fort 

Oglethorpe Fire Chief Bruce Ballew, Ringgold Assistant Police Chief Chad Cardin, Catoosa County Fire Chief Randy Camp, and 

Chamber President Martha Eaker.

Sentence:
Year in prison,

4 on probation

Danny Bishop (left) and his son John run Picker’s 

Produce on Forrest Road in Fort Oglethorpe. 

(Catoosa News photo/Tamara Wolk)

Amish in Fort

Oglethorpe

Picker’s Produce in Fort Oglethorpe has a large selection of long-stemmed 

pumpkins the owners drove to Indiana to pick up from an Amish farm. (Catoosa 

News photo/Tamara Wolk)
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