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City amends public consumption ordinance
By Blake Silvers
BSilvers@CalhounTimes.com

In a light agenda at this week’s 
Calhoun City Council meeting, al-
cohol consumption and licensing 
took center stage.

Following a public hearing that 
drew no speakers, the council unani-
mously made minor changes to the 
city’s ordinance concerning public 
consumption of alcohol.

“Just a small change to our ex-
isting alcohol ordinance,” City 

Administrator Paul Worley said. 
“Just a clarification that attorney 
[George] Govignon helped us with 
when it comes to consumption of 
alcohol outdoors.”

The code in question specifically 
pertained to alcohol sold in the city 
limits at special events outdoors in 
public. According to the city, the 
changes being made simply artic-
ulate the language within the cur-
rent ordinance without changing 
the intent.

“This ordinance clarifies that 

anyone who goes through the proper 
permitting is permitted to dispense 
in designated areas, and would 
have to dispense in a designated 
container,” Worley said. “That just 
provides some clarification.”

Also approved by the council were 
a host of alcohol license renewals. 
Those included a beer pouring li-
cense for World of Wings; beer and 
wine pouring licenses for Cracker 
Barrel, El Sol Restaurant and Gon-
dolier’s Pizza; a Beer, win and li-
quor pouring license for El Nopal; 

beer and win package licenses for 
A Knight Hi Tech, Kroger, and 
both Calhoun Walgreens locations; 
and beer package licenses for El 
Sol Hispanic Grocery, Food Mart 
& Tobacco, and Calhoun Food & 
Tobacco.

Council members also unani-
mously approved new alcohol sales 
management at both Walgreens 
locations, as well as a pawn man-
ager change at National Title Pawn 

COVID cases 
remain low 
going into 
the holiday
By Cat Webb
CWebb@CalhounTimes.com

As families in Gordon Coun-
ty and across Georgia pre-
pare to gather to celebrate 
Thanksgiving, COVID-19 
cases remain steady.

This past week, Gordon 
County saw 33 new cases and 
two deaths. Across Georgia, 
5,358 new cases and 229 
deaths were reported.

Case counts are higher this 
week than the previous two 
weeks, but are still promis-
ing compared to counts ear-
lier in the year.

Countrywide, cases are 
much lower this Thanksgiv-
ing than the previous year, 
when a winter surge of cas-
es was underway. National 
ensemble forecasts from the 
CDC appear to predict steady 
case counts through Dec. 11.

As of Nov. 19, Gordon 
County Schools reported 
five cases in students and 
two cases in staff. Calhoun 
City Schools reported six 
cases in students and no 
cases in staff.

These numbers are a de-
crease from the previous 
week’s case counts, and over-
all counts in both systems 
remain in single digits as 
they move into Thanksgiv-
ing break.

As part of continued efforts 
to keep slowing the spread 
of COVID-19, the CDC has 
announced that it will be 
expanding eligibility for all 
COVID-19 vaccine boosters.

By Diane Wagner
DWagner@CalhounTimes.com

Two Republicans challenging U.S. 
Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene in the 
upcoming primary are making it clear 
they’ll take a more measured approach 
to win votes.

“I’m a Christian, a mother, a small 
business owner, and a no-nonsense 
conservative who believes Congress 
needs more people who are interest-
ed in serving and fewer people who 
are trying to become a celebrity,” said 
Jennifer Strahan, who entered the race 

in September.
Dr. Charles Lutin filed 

in October.
“We the Republicans 

in the U.S. need to make 
statements that are be-
lievable if we wish to be 
believed, and we need 
to present candidates 
who are presentable if 
we wish to be elected,” 
he said.

While Greene has a hardcore base 
of supporters — and nearly won her 
9-person primary without a runoff 

in 2020 — the North-
west Georgia district 
that elected the con-
troversial Rome Re-
publican is changing. 
A new voting district 
map will be in effect 
for the 2022 elections.

Under Georgia’s new 
congressional district 
map, the 14th district 

remains a Republican stronghold — 
but the addition of more than 70,000 
voters in heavily Democratic Cobb 
County areas is expected to take it 

down a notch.
The primary elec-

tions, set for May 24, 
2022, will provide the 
first indications of what 
type of candidates can 
prevail.

Qualifying runs from 
March 7-11, so there’s 
still time for other can-
didates who may be 

weighing the odds to sign up. But 
battle lines are already being drawn 

Rep. Greene challengers are reaching out to voters

Jennifer 
Strahan

Downtown 
Christmas tree 
lighting draws 

large crowd

Cat Webb

The new Christmas tree in downtown Calhoun was officially lit for the first time Sunday night in front of a large crowd.

Charles 
Lutin

Rep. 
Marjorie 
Greene

Above: Installed late last week, the new Christ-
mas downtown Christmas tree greets passers by 
directly in front of the Gordon County Court-
house at the Wall Street and Court Street inter-
section. Left: After a chanted countdown by the 
crowd, the tree was lit Sunday, ringing in the 
holiday season for Gordon County residents.See UPDATE, A11

See VOTERS, A8

See CITY, A6


