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From staff reports

The Walker County offi-
cials remind residents that 
October is Adopt a Shelter 
Dog Month, a perfect time 
for families to give a forever 
home to a lucky dog.

The Walker County Ani-
mal Shelter is “full of amaz-
ing dogs seeking wonderful 
families who are looking for 
a companion to love,” accord-
ing to a Walker County gov-
ernment news release.

Shelters and rescues are 
at capacity. Adoptions are at 
an all-time low, and pet sur-
renders have been high this 
year, straining resources at 
shelters, officials said.

Go to https://walkercoun-
tyga.gov/residents/animal-
shelter/ to view the adoptable 
dogs and cats or meet them 
at the shelter at 5488 North 
Marble Top Road, Chicka-
mauga.

Throughout October, a shel-
ter walk by appointment only. 
Call the shelter at 706-375-
2100 to schedule an appoint-
ment.

By Catherine Edgemon
CEdgemon@WalkerMessenger.com

The developer of a controversial af-
fordable workplace housing complex 
in Rossville is threatening lawsuits 
and will seek $19 million in damages 

if Walker County does not issue a 
building permit to proceed immedi-
ately, two weeks before the property’s 
scheduled rezoning hearing.

The Gateway Companies, the devel-
oper, asserts the property has been re-
zoned legally and that Gateway and the 
owner of the property, the Hutcheson 
family, have a “vested right” to develop 
the project, according to the demand 
letter from the Gateway’s law firm, 
Coleman-Talley. A developer with a 
vested right has the right to build on 
a property regardless of subsequent 
zoning changes, and the county is 
barred from claiming improper zoning.

“If my client is forced to file a lawsuit 
to get the building permits to which 

it is legally entitled, it could unfortu-
nately have drastic, sweeping conse-
quences for Walker County beyond 
this Project,” the letter states. “There 
would be ‘no zoning’ in Walker Coun-
ty and every past property owner who 
approached the County would be free 
to develop his or her property without 
restriction.”

A response from Walker County 
Government acknowledges receipt 
of the ante-litem notice concerning 
the Gateway project.

“It would be premature for the Coun-
ty to weigh-in on the merits of their 
counsel’s claims, as Gateway has an 

From staff reports

A Walker County educator 
has received the Phil Pickens 
Leadership Award.

Angie Ingram, special ed-
ucation director for Walker 
County Schools, was selected 
for the Administrator Award 
for 2021. Ingram oversees the 
school system’s Positive Be-
havior Supports Initiative (PBSI) 
for all students; PBSI helps students 
have positive reactions in their be-
havior to various circumstances in 

daily lives.
A news release from the 

school system praised Ingram 
for always putting special 
education students and their 
needs first and foremost in 
her work at the school system.

She has been instrumental 
in bringing the Practice As-
sessment Exploration System 
(PAES) labs to the school sys-

tem. The labs allows students with a 
variety of disabilities to learn hands-
on activities that will be transferrable 
to a workplace setting, according to 

the news release.
She has also introduced the Proj-

ect Search program, an internation-
al program that provides students 
with different abilities a chance to 
work in a local business in three dif-
ferent internship positions. The de-
sired outcome is that students will 
be placed in a job at the end of their 
last year in high school.

In 2007 she became one Geor-
gia’s first principals to be named 
a High Performance Principal by 

Gateway at Rossville 
developer demands permit
Gateway threatens 
lawsuits, will seek 
$19 million in 
damages  
without permit
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Artist rendering contributed by The Gateway Companies

This Gateway at Rossville is an affordable workforce housing development that developers propose to build at 2563 
Happy Valley Road.

Contributed

The Cloudland Lodge at McLemore, a Curio Collection Hotel by Hilton, hosts a groundbreaking ceremony Sept. 30 to mark the start of construction on 
a 245-room lodge, conference center and spa. The resort, which will along the eastern edge of Lookout Mountain, will provide banquet and meeting space 
for corporate events and weddings, as well as on-site lodging for golfers and other guests. Developers say the lodge, which is expected to open in late 
2023, will employ more than 300 full-time employees.

Cloudland Lodge resort breaks ground

Contributed

Chipotle is an adult male dog 
available for adoption at the 
Walker County Animal Shelter.

Angie 
Ingram
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